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L E T T E R S 

mow 
Elizabeth Sophia db Valiere 

To her Friend 

Louisa Hortensia de Canteleu. 

LETTER I. 

MYfilence alarms; affii ft ] s you ! It can- 
not be otherwife. During thefe laft 
ten days, I have continually attempted to write 
to you, but the oppre&on of my heart, the 
abundance of my tears— -— Q my dear Hor- 
tenfia, your friend is no longer in the fituation 
in which you left her > no longer the niece of 
a woman univerfally reflected, the declared 
heirefs to an ample fortune i protested by none, 
without relations, without fupport, flie is no- 
thing, poffeffes nothing, hopes for nothing. 

Have you been informed of the death of Ma- 
dam d'Auterive? Do you know that I have loft 
myonlyprote£trefs ? Thatlhavenownoafylum, 
£ no 



no certain place of retreat ? Unknown every 
where, a ftranger, poor and fprfaken by aH ; I 
have already experienced the extreme humilia- 
tion infeparable from mifery,; and I havefeen my 
own expofed to the eyes of the whole world. 

My dear, my fincere friend, why are we fo 
cruelly feparated ? What muft become of me ? 
Whither (hall I betake myfeJf ? Who will con- 
defcend to diredl my fteps, and affift me to fettle 
my wavering mind ? Left to myfelf, obliged 
to provide for my own fubfiftence, I am at a 
lofs what method to purfue to procure me the 
neceflaries of life : my youth and inexperience 
alarm me ; I feel myfelf feized with unufual 
terror, which makes me dread a world where 
I muft wander without council or dire&ion, 
Alone interefted in the prefervation of a being 
unconne&ed with every other, I tremble at the 
danger— I cannot think, — refledh In vain I 
ftrive— I have no power but to weep. 
Six in the Morning. 

I have juft read your letter over again. I 
fee you are ignorant of my loft and misfortune. 
You fpeak to me of my Junt, good God ! Had 
I ever one ? Madam d'Auterive, who reared 
my infancy with fuch a tender care, with fo 
much gentlenefs, and goodnefl ! Madam d'Aute- 
rive-i*Oh ! my heart is ready to break — is 
no more. 

On 
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On Monday, the fifteenth, of this month* 
fhe was torn from me, nor did any diforder, 
complaint or accident, warn us of our approach- 
ing misfortune. She enjoyed perfect health ; 
was gay, good humoured and happy : all about 
her partook of her happinefs. God all power- 
ful — forgive me— I weep, I murmur not* 

O my dear companion ! You whom I have 
loved from my earlieft years j you whole ab- 
fence made me feel thefirft pangs ofgrief, con- 
tinue to love me. In all this wide world your 
fViendfhip is the only treafure left to the fad, 
to the uufortunate Sophia. 

In the fuperfcription of your letters, inftead 
of Saint-Aulay, write la Valiere j and direct 
them to be left at Madam d'Auterive's. Pauline 
will take care to deliver them to me. 

LETTER 'I!. 

YO U tell me, deareft Hortenfia, that the 
tendered fentiments may be mingled 
with bitternels : though it is the fweeteft com- 
fort to unburden our grief into the bofom of a 
friend, it is fad we cannot do it without af- 
flicting that friend. For heaven's fake do not 
give way to fo much forrow, for not being able 
ic ajjijl mi Ot to afford me afafe retreat — Ceafe 
then to alarm your own imagination, and pity 
B z the 



die danger to which my forlorn condition, 
and my poverty expdfe me ; weep no longer 
for me. I but juft now broke out into fhrieks 
and moans at your kind expremons, which add 
to my fdrrows— they have awakened my fears 
.and my apprehenfidns* 

Yoa aik me to explain the words, ajlrcmget 
and unknown ? That I can but too eafily do*- 
1 am not the daughter of that niece of Madam 
<PAuterive who died in Holland. The Mar- 
chiohefs de Germeuil, fitter to that lady, is 
not my aunt; I have enjoyed full feventeen 
years, the rank and name of Mademoifelle de 
Saint-Aulay, who came into the world thrGe 
days before me, and died the fourth day after I 
was born. A paper written by the hand of 
Madam d'Auterive, and read in theprefenceofthe 
relations, of a magiftrate and his officers, has 
laid open this furpriftng fecret, fo long and fo 
religioufly kept, and of which no one ever en- 
pertained the finalfcft ftifpidon. Mr. Smith, 
hefcorrefpondentatAtnfterdatn, and Pauline, 
her oldeft chamber-maid, were alone in the 
fecret. This girl attended her into Holland ; 
where lhe was witnefs to the adveqture which 
excited the compaffion Of her miftrefs. 

I here fubjoin a copy of that paper. It 
will inform you, my dear, of the 'lingular and 
unfortunate ffovy of your friend. 

Oft 
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Copy of a Paper found after the death of Ma- 
dam iTJuterive 9 in one of the corner Japan 
Cabinets in the Saloon. 

Tj*Ighteen months after the death of M. d'Aute- 
rive, in the year 17**, finding tnyfelf 
poflefled of a considerable fortune, I left off 
commerce and banking, clofedmy accounts, 
and about the middle of April determined 
on a journey to Holland, to vifit feveral of 
my correfpondents, liquidate part of my capital, 
and take proper meafures for the recovery of 
the remainder* 

Thefe apparent reafons ferved to conceal from 
the eyes of my family a tender motive of com- * 
paffion, , which they might have blamed, with- 
out being able in the leaft to weaken it; by this 
means, I avoided many unnecefiary debates. 
Madam de Raint-Aulay, my niec«, then lived 
at Amfterdam. . I had always loved her : her 
fubmiffive letters, her felicitations, her misfor- 
tune, prevailed with me not to imitate the feve- 
jrity of my brother, juftly irritated at her mar- 
rying aProteftant, at her flight into Holland, 
and at the report that fhe was going to embrace 
the religion of her husband. 

Diiinherited, forfaken by all her relations, 
to compleat her misfortune, (he loft that huf- 

band, 



band, whofe tejidernefs and affe&ion made 
amends for all fee had facrificed to love.' M. de 
Saint-Aulay died ' the fecond year after their 
marriage, leaving my niece on the eve of be- 
coming a mother, overwhelmed with grief and 
in a very deplorable fituation. 

Determined to forgive her a wrong ftep^ 
which I believed had been too feverely punilhed, 
I confented to "bring her home to my houfe, 
and to take care of her : 1 previously informed 
her of my fetting out from Paris, of the time 
when 1 feould be with her, with the determi- 
nation of my affairs in the feveral citiea to which 
they had carried me 5 I went, as I had pro- 
mifed, to. Amfterdam. Alighting at my niece's, 
I learned, to my great furprize and afflic- 
tion, that fee had that moment expired in la- 
bour, being delivered of a girl, weakly, delicate, 
tormented with violent convulfions, fo that fee 
feemed every moment as if fee would have 
followed her unhappy mother. 

Not caring topafs the night in a houfe filled 
with mourning and fadnefs, I lent to M* Smith 
my old friend and correfpondent. He was in 
. the country, whence he was expected home 
the next day. Being unacquainted both with 
his daughters and their husbands, I refolved on 
going to the principal inn j whither I carried 
the child and its nurfe. I asked whether they 

could 



(7) 
could get me fdmething for fupper : it was now 
fix in the evening, and I had eat nothing the 
whole day. I made my chamber-maid and 
the wet-nurfe fit down at table ; I looked on, 
overwhelmed with fad refleftions, when all on 
a fudden repeated and piercing {hrieks made me 
fiartfrom my feat : I thought the houfe was on 
fire 5 I haftily quitted the room, and running 
to the end of a pretty lpng gallery, where a 
number of people aflembled attra&edme, I faw 
a man about twenty, ftretched on the ground, 
pale and bloody, his eyes clofed, breathlefs, 
and the blood no longer ftreaming from his 
wound. A beautiful charming young woman 
on her knees held up his head, bathed his face 
with her tears, ftrove to bring him to life, and 
lofing all hopes of his recovery, abandoned her- 
fclf to {hrieks and moans, and to every ex* 
preffionof a grief fo violent, that overpowered 
by its excefs, this inchanting creature fell mo- 
tionlefs on the already cold bofom of him 
whofe lofs occafioned her forrows. She was 
carried to bed : I followed her : I did what I 
could to affift her: I immediately difpatched 
a perfon in queft of one whofe art might give 
her eafe. They brought a furgeon ; the peo- 
ple of the houfe allured me he was a very ex- 
.pert one: after confidering attentively the 
young lady who had fwooned away, he feemed 
B 4 in 
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in doubt whether foe yet breathed : he opened 
a vein; £he came to herfelf a little, feveral 
times cried out in Englifh, Heavens, O Hea- 
vens ! and relapfed into her former condition. 
They recovered her a fecond time ; fhe thek 
caft a mournful lo6k on all about her, and 
fixing her eyes on me, joining her trembling 
hands, and lifting them up towards heaven* 
threw herfelf into my arms, crying out, he U 
dead, he is dead ! and clofed her eyes for ever. 

Her cruel end did not put a. period to thefe 
tragic events ; a child, in appearance con* 
demned never to behold the light, was on the 
point of perifhing in the womb of its unhappy 
mother. The furgeon undertook to fave it bjr 
an operation, the fight of which I found my» 
felf unable to, endure. To ftrengthen his zeal, 
I promifed him aji handfome gratification, and 
quitted the room tb.it he might be at liber* 
ty to proceed to do his office. 

I with difficulty got through the crowd that 
filled this forrowful place 5 the whole family, 
with many more from the neighbourhood^ were 
afTembled on the occafion* The object the 
furgeon had in view, the operation he was 
going to perform, drew about him, the land* 
lady, her women fcrvants, in fhort all that 
<pould get near him. As I was returning to 
my chamber, I perceived a man on the middle 

of 



(9) 

of the ftairs ; he asked me in French, whether 
the lady that had fainted away had come to her- 
felf, and how fhe was ? Alas, faid I to him, 
(he is dead ; fhe this moment expired in my 
arms. The man cried out aloud, repeating 
it feveral times, mymajler 9 my poor mafler ; hie 
went down again precipitately, and inftantly 
difappeared. 

I called, I would have had him purfued, and 
arretted ; no body made me any anfwer. I had 
no man fervant, having left my own fick at the 
houfe of one of my correfpondents. Could 
the man have been feized, he would have doubt- 
lefe afforded fome light into an adventure, 
which it is poflible may always remain an ioj- 
penetrable fecret. 

As the pxomife I made him convinced the 
furgeon that 1 muft needs intereft myfelf in 
the fuccefs of his operation, he rnade hafte ^o 
bring me the infant he hadjuft extra&ed from 
the body of its unhaj>py mother. From the 
obfervations he made, he concluded it mud: 
have come into the world two months before 
its time. It was a girl. Never did objed pierce 
my heart with fo ftrong and fo tender fenti- 
Bientt of compaffion : its feehle cries brought 
tears iatqmy eyes: I took her, and lifting her 
up towards heaven, I ferveirtly prayed that the 
Almighty would preserve and blefs this inno- 
B 5 cent 
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cent creature, faved from an untimely death, 
bereft of its natural protectors, abandoned even 
before it was born, to the fatherly care of his 
ever watchful Providence. 

Whilft I caufed the child to be wrapped 
in fome of the fwaddling clothes of little Saint- 
Aulay, an extreme confufion reigned through* 
out the houfe. The officers of juftice were 
arrived,, and the doors were all fhut. They exa- 
mined all thofe who had been witnefles. to the 
death of thefe two perfons. They collected 
but few fafls : diefe communicated no light 
with regard to the names or condition of thofe 
unhappy Grangers. By their drefs, and their 
language, they appeared to be Englifli. The 
murderer too, feemed of the fame nation. The 
Frenchman who had fpoken to me, probabfy 
belonged to one deeply interefted in the life of 
" her, concerning whofe health he had been fent 
to inquire. The whole of their depofitions were 
reduced to the following narrative, extracted 
and tranflated by myfelf from an information 
extremely long and diffufe. 

Extrafi from the examination taken before the 
Dutch Magiftrates. 

MONDAY,. 6th June 17**, inthe dusk 
of the evening the ftraoger, whofe 
aame and country are to us unknown, arrived, 
accompanied by a failor, who carried nothing 
2 ' . befxdes 
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befides a large fac de nuit * The ftranger pai<f 
the porter very generoufly, and difmiffed him 
when he entered the houfe, • 

He went over all the apartments, pitched' 
upon two, agreed for the price and gave ear- 
neft : he fpoke pretty good Dutch* feemed very 
uneafy and impatient, was for ever going to 
the Port > beipoke the beft provifions the houfe 
afforded, hardly eat any thing, went to bed 
late, and rofeat day. break. 

Sunday the 12th the lady who juft now ex* . 
pired arrived about eleven in tHfc-morntng, car- 
rying in her hand a very fmall bundle tied up 
in a cambric handkerchief $ £he enquired for 
the ftranger, defcribed him by his ftature, the 
colour of his hair and clothes, but never named 
him. She exprefled herfelf with much diffi- 
culty in Dutch ; as they were anfwering her 
queftions, the perfon flie fought after returned j. 
he perceived her, cried out for joy, flew to 
her, preffes her to his bofoni, repeating, my 
wife, my friend, my beloved companion, what 
have I fuffered during your abfence ! and ac- 
cofting the miftrefs of the inn, fa id, this 
is my wife, whom I fo impatiently waited for, 
now &e is come, I am completely bleft. 

The young lady was conjl.u&ed to the apart 
ment appointed for her :. feeing her fatigued, 

her 

* A bag to bold a few things more immediately neceffary on 
a journey, as mint &e. 
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her husband begged her to take fome reft : 
{he confented : he went out, the landlady 
undreffed her, and put her to bed. Two 
hours afterwards (he brought her tea, which 
ihe made for her : whilft Che was drinking it, 
her husband returned : he feemed charmed to 
fee her j he beheld her with looks of filent 
contemplation; the landlady fearing to be 
troublefome, quitted the room. 

The young lady rofe late : her husband and - 
(he dined at five. She eat nothing ; fighed, 
wept aud feemed^bverwhelmed with grief. The 
maids who waited at table, heard her husband 
fpeak to her in a paffionate tone of voice, after 
Wards in a tender, endearing, and even fubmiffive 
accent, and prefently after he would fell into a 
pafixon again. They did not underftand their 
difcourfe, but conje&ured he was difpleafed at 
her fighs and tears. The aftonifhing beauty 
of this lady, her fweetnefs of temper, ber 
modefty, the noble air diffufed over her whole 
perfon, and her deep melancholy, interefted 
and moved every cne in her favour : they were 
never weary with gating at her j ihe engaged 
their whole attention $ theyftrort who fhould 
enjoy the pleafing* pre-eminence of approach- 
ing and. waiting on her. 

This day, Wednefday the fifteenth, between 
five and fix in the evening, her husband came 
down: he was ready to go out 3 feeing the 

land) 9 *'" 
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landlady in the court-yard, where fhe was at 
work with two of her daughters j he told her 
ihe might difpofe of his apartment towards the 
middle of the following week ; that his lady's 
maid and his baggage were foon to» arrive 5 
that he was to embark on the Monday or 
Tuefday at fartheft : he added, that he fhould 
go to the pofl-office in hopes of finding a let- 
ter of confequence; but that fliould he not 
receive it, no alteration would be made in his 
meafures. He was ftill fpeaking, when a man 
in an Engliih drefs, about fix and twenty* 
and of a noble appearance, pre fen ted himfelf 
at the gate. On perceiving him, the young 
lady's husband feemed furprized and vexed : 
heturned pale ; made up to him and feemed as 
if he would oppofe his entrance ; both fpoke a 
language unknown to thofe who heard them. 
Their difcourfe was exceeding fliort : they went, 
out together ; N and were feen to turn down 
towards the Canal du Prince* \ 

Probably the lady who difcovered fo much . 
anxiety had obfervedthem from her window i 
the inftant they drfappeared,. (he fhrieked 
aloud: the landlady went to her chamber, 
found her on her knees, pale, trembling, her 
hands lifted up j ihe wept, groan'd, implored 
every power above : agitated, dijfrafted, befide 

herfelf, 
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herfelf ; flie rofe up, ; attempted to walk, togof 
down flairs, and to run after the two perfons, for 
both of whom fhe feemed equally to intereft 
herfelf j (he fell without ftrength or motion* 
The landlady made her fmell to faltsj fcarce 
had'fhe recovered her fpirits, when a young 
man, afervantof the inn, affifted byfeveral men. 
belonging to the place* brought back her huf- 
band, who had been run through the body with 
a fword, which probably had entered his heart* 
for he was already without heat or refpiration. 

This fervant, who had been fent on an er- 
rand into a ftreet at the end of the Canal du 
Prince^ returning thence, perceived the gentle- 
man with his fword drawn, and faw him drop r 
his antagonift far from flying, expreffed evi- 
dent fighs of extreme forrow, and leaning over 
him, ftrove to aflift him ; two men came up to 
him, and laying hold of him, forcibly carried 1 
him off, and put him on board a boat, which 
fhot out of fight like an arrow. On approach- 
ing the wounded man j the waiter knew him j 
and thinking he was only in a fwoon, imme- 
diately called for affiftance, and had him car* 
ried to his inn. 

This was all they were able to learn. This 
was the fum of what fourteen witneffes de- 
pofed. There was not a paper found about 
the two unfortunate perfons capable of afford- - 

ing 
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ing the leaft information. A. fraall quantity of 
exceeding fine linen, their drefs neat but Am- 
ple, as the drefs of travellers ufqally is,, two 
gold watches of tolerably rich workmanfliip, 
fixty guineas, forty louis d'ors with fome 
few other pieces of French coin, Remained in 
the hands of the o/Ecers of the Republic ; the 
husband and wife were buried at my expence; 
1 undertook to bring up and, when required, to 
produce the child born under fuch fatal aufpi- 
ces : I depofited the value, and gave my re- , 
ceipt for a miniature pi£hi re mounted in gold, 
and fet round with diamonds : I myfelf had 
taken it from the finger of the dying lady du- 
ring her firft fwoon, with a gold ring, which 
to me feemed a wedding ring. I had forgot • 
both till after the inventory of their effefts had 
been made. I was permitted to retain ' thefe 
valuable tokens for the poor orphan : I held 
her over the font with M, Smith, who came that 
yery evening from the country : I named her 
. Elizabeth Sophia de Valiere, from a manor 
which belonged to me. The h on eft furgeon 
witnefled the ^ceremony, and feemed well 
fatisfied with my liberality. 

The death of Madam de Saint-Aulay, and 
this cruel event, occafioned me fo much grief, 
that being melancholy and ill, I was unable to 
purfue my journey for fome days. 1 accepted of ap 

apartmtfc 



apartment at the houfe of M. Smith, and left 
Pauline, the nurfe and the two children at the 
inn. On the fourth night after the birth of 
Sophia, a violent convulfion carried off my 
grand-niece. Her death infpired me with the 
defign of bringing, up under her name the or- 
phan,, whom in my heart I had adopted as my 
daughter. I ordered Pauline to keep theft 
events a profound fecret ; I made her the con- 
Jidant of my defign, and of the reafons which 
engaged me to conceal the fecret of this child, 
and cover the uncertainty of her iituation as 
well as the condition of her parents. 

It is fo extremely mortifying to be ignorant 
of one's original ; to live in a fociety with which 
we have no manner of connection ; to be an 
obje& of pity j to be obliged to hear on every 
occafion the ftory of one's misfortunes ; to live 
expofed to falfe conje&ures and malevolent ob- 
fervations ; to become the fubje<ft of curiofity, 
of a fruitlefs companion, and often of an un~ 
fperited contempt: a child whofe extra&ion 
is unknown, is ever a melancholy child ; tfye 
leaft word offends, and humbles him; inthentfdft 
of plenty, he is an objcSt of comuiiferation : 
the world is cruel enough to let hjg> perceive 
that he wants that prote&ion which he would 
have no occafion for, if he wexp jiQt infulted 
by feeing men glorying in the moll common 

ad van- 
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advantages* The title of my grand-niece eft* 
Cured Sophia from mortifications of this nature,, 
and by giving it her,, I injured no body. M. d« 
Saint-Aulay, being disinherited like his wife, 
itud for the very fame reafon, left his daughter 
no pretenfio^s to a fortune, 

A "fum of money tiepofited in the hands of 
Monfieur Smith, induced the-nurfe to accom- 
pany me to Paris, whence I fent her back the 
day after my arrival, according to agreement. 
The little innocent creature, whofe fortune 
and prefervation heaven has been pleafed to in* 
truft to my guardianship, hurfed at my houfe 
by the After of Pauline, continues to enjoy 
perfaft health, begins to finite upon me, im- 
proves in beauty, and becomes every day 
more dear to me. 
| I have written theft particulars, that I may 

l have ever before me, the engagements I have 

entered into * that I may ever remember that 
this child is a facred truft, for which I am 
anfwerable to God and her family, Should 
chance or the enquiries of M. Smith one 
day difcover the family of her parents. 

The miniature remaining in my poffeffion is 
found to be the-pkfture of the unhappy young 
fmn, whofe death was (o fetal to the mother 
of Sophia. 

I certify 
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I certify the truth of the fa<3s mentioned in 
this paper and fign it as an aft which may prov« 
of fervice to my little ward. Dated at Paris> 
this firft day of Auguft 17**. 

Signed by me, Elizabeth Sophia de Maun*, 
widow of Louis Philip d'Auterive. 

Sequel of the Letter preceeding the cepy of the ma- 

nufcripU 
v. 
\\T H A T an account,. my dear Hortenfta ! 
How dreadful my deftiny ! A creature, 
the moft unfortunate of her fex, was fhe who 
bore me. O God ! and torn from the dead body 
of my mother, born amidft the fhrieks of de- 
fpair, or rather amidft the dreadful ftillnefs of 
death ! An ominous beginning of a life fq 
preferved.— Why could I not follow this 
wretched mother to the grave? How her fate 
moves and terrifies me. O ! The fatal offici- 
ous hand of that man, how dared he ? But 
far, far from me be it to murmur or complain: 
refigned to the decrees of a wife all forefeeing 
providence, I will ft rive to bear up under the 
load of this heavy trial, I will place all my 
hopes in him, and by my refignation, and fub- 
miflion, I {hall perhaps be endued with the 
courage neceffary to fupport thofe . afflictions, 

whole 
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whofe very idea overwhelms me at this inrfant* 
Adieu my dear, tender, and only friend. 



LETTER, III. 

MY dearly beloved companion* calm 
your fears, difpel your apprehenfions, 
give not yourfelf over to thefe tormenting 
thoughts. I reproach rnyfelf with troubling the 
peace of your mind, with railing a defire to do 
good in a. foul fo generous as yours, which 
muft feel the mpft cruel difappointment at ks 
want of power. 

The death of your father, the difordered 
ftate of his affairs, the uncertainty of your 
fortune dependent on a tedious litigation, gi\*e 
me to underftand but too wejl, the fad fen- 
fations, fo clearly marked in the bitternefc of 
your expreffions. How have I wiflbed, with what 
paffion have I wished, to fix you at Paris, to 
keep you near myfelf, to fpare you the morti- 
fication of following that rich, that covetous 

coufin of yours to Roan. O my dear, what 

a difference between that hard-hearted guardian 
. and Madam d'Auterive ! what goodnefs, what 
delicacy in her beneficence! to conceal a 
wretched orphan under the character of a. re- 
lation, to fcreen her from the mortification of 
an'infulting pity, — infulting indeed. 

You 
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You canmf conceive how Madam d'Auterivc, 
fhould have negleded to ficure my fortune by a 
will? You accufe her of an unpardonable neg- 
lefi. The extra£t from fome of her letters to- 
M. Smith i will oblige .you to do her more 
juftice. In thefe you will find her entire affect- 
ion, her tears, her anxiety, her tender par- 
tiality for her ward : you will difcover her at- 
tention, her refohition, alas ! too favoura- 
ble perhaps. Then will you deplore with me 
my mother, my friend, my benefaSrefs, 

I fhould deem myfelf ungrateful, did the 
condition to which her lofs has reduced? me, 
obliterate but for a moment the memory ©f her 
kindnefs. The education (he has given me,, 
the principles for which I am indebted to her* 
eblige me to an everkfting gratitude : to me 
her memory &&I1 be- ever facred, ever dear I 
I witl ftrive to do her Mbnour by my confeht& r 
the wife inftru&ions of Madam d'Auterive,. 
her noble precepts {hall remain for ever en- 
graven on my heart. In my humiliation, in 
the moil extreme indigence, I fhall never de- 
viate from them : my pun&ual obfervation of 
them will be the fole confolation* the only 
refource which the difmal profpeft now open 
before me will allow me to hope for. 

I this moment received from the hands o£ 
Pauline herfelf* the extracT (he has made from 

the 



( »r 

the letters of her miftrefs. It is very long, 
and you will doubtkfs find it filled with ufe* 
Ids circumftances ; but I have no time to 
traafcrihe it. Chance affords an opportunity 
offending you this packet in a very expeditious 
manner, as it is too bulky to go by the poft. ; 
I take the fame method to inclofe the miniature 
picture* preferved by Madam d'Auterive, Ma- 
dam du Marfai gave it Pauline to deliver it to 
me. How I was moved at the fight of it ? It' 
feemed ; perhaps I deceive myfelf — Examine 
it, my dear, tell me whether the features of that 
Unfortunate young man, do not put you in 
mind of my own. Alas ! That pi&ure affe£fe, 
interefts me, I cannot look on it without 
ihedding tears. 

The perfon who is fo good as to take charge 
of the packet, will ftay feme days at Roan ; 
at whofe return, you will take care to deliver . 
it into the feme hands. 



ARTICL! 
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Articles relating to Mademoifelle de Faliefe, ex- 
tracted frdm the letter? of Madam d 9 Juterive> 
to Mr. Richard Smithy during h correfpondence 
of feventeen years* 

ARTICLE L 

T thank you, my friend, for the farther en- 
quiries you have been fo gpoii as to make 
in England. Your correfpondents in the three 
kingdoms, you tell me, have not heard of 
any woman who difappeared about that 
time, 4ior of any man who has abfented himfelf 
from his friends.This is furprifing ; thefe two un- 
fortunate perfons, were certainly above the 
common level. Your god-daughter is. well; 
I love her tenderly. You are in the right. 
This is our child \ but what need of a new 
tye between us to keep alive thefe fentiments* 
which nor time nor diftance c^ui weaken. 



A R T I C L E II. 

ALL your enquiries have been to no purpofe. 
So much the better, my friend. I wifli 
with all my foul Sophia may remain in my 
pofiTeffion. I feel an exceffive pleafure in fee- 
ing this innocent young creature growing up 

under 
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wnder my eye. She is gentle, gay, pretty^ 
and endearing. I (hall often let you hear how 
fhe does. 

ARTICLE III. 

XT7 H A T 1 is it to maintain the title 
of my correfpondent, is it in order to 
oblige me to write to you, that you perfijl in per- 
forming the office of my Banker y and turning my 
money to the bejl account ? Do you then think 
me capable of forgetting you ? Be well affured 
that were this commerce of intereft to be at 
an end, I fhould ft ill remember my friend; 
Have I then nothing to communicate to the 
godfather of Sophia ? Yes, certainly. For I 
fhaU foon be able to tire you with the repe- 
tition of her good qualities. I will infpire 
you with fentiments of affe&ion, and even of 
tendernefs for our child. 

ARTICLE IV. 

T have received the two boxes ; the commif- 
fion has been well executed, and I thank 
you for it. Part of thefe rich toys, is a pre- 
lent intended for the Countefs de Germeuil, 
my very haughty niece. And yet we are by 

n» 
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*io means well together. The fight of Sophia 
is offenfive to her ; the After of Madam de 
Saint-Aulay, fees with concern an heireis in 
the fame degree with her fon. Madam dc 
•Bayeux and Monfieur du Mar fa i, farther re- 
moved, but full as greedy, always fpeak of • 
•her as a favourite, capable of prejudicing 
them in their pretenfions to my fortune. She 
will be very fufficiently indemnified, fay they, 
for her mothers being difmherited. It is hardly 
credible. This family is very rich, who are 
fo very folicitous about my difpofing of my for- 
tune. I am ftill young, and my relations are 
working out a tedious fcene of uncertainty for 
themfelyes. 

ARTICLE V. 

T cannot conclude my letter without chiding 
you for your expreflion when you fpeak df 
Sophia. The object of your charity ? For fhame, 
my good friend ! Would I have brought her 
up as a relation, had I intended to humble her 
to fuch a degree ? She is no fuch thing as the 
objeft of my charity ; fhe ifc the objeft of my 
care, of my afFe&ion, of my moil tender love. 
Sweet little creature ! fhe is juft come into my 
clofet i if you could but fee with what a grace 

• fee 
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roe moves towards me, you wouty never for- 
give yourfelf, that harjh expreJ&otj, 

ARTICtS VI. 

yOU have frightened me indeed; Thj s 
EogJUhman is in queft of his wife, carrui 
•f, wmg, beautiful^ with child. My heart 
beats within me. By good luck the dates do 
not agree. And befides, the mother of Sophia 
tould certainly never be the wife of a kind, of 
fiafaring mm. I never beheld a nobler, a more 
ftriking figure F Her daughter promifes to have 
the fame air of dignity. Her reafon begins to 
dawn ; flxe learns with great . eafe. I (hall lay 
out all my care in improving thefe happy dif- 
pofitions. She becomes every day the object 
of envy j they flatter and carefs, but do not 
love her. Be faithful to our fecret, my good 
friend : the hajjpinefs of this child, and the 
comfort of my life depend on it. Good God I 
if the ftory of the poor little girl were once 
known, what mortifications would fte endure 
from felfifhnefs and pride. 

V<*. I. C A R _ 
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ARTICLE IX, 

T Have not been negligent, but Ih&ve Tieef 
vexed, afflicted, tormented. I haye been 
on the point of lofing my dear Sophia by the 
fmall pox, of the moft dangerous kind. G, if 
heaven had bereft me of this precious, gift of 
its goodnefs ! I have no experience of a mother's 
feelings, but I douht whee^r they ca»ie tnore 
tender, or more exquifite than mine. Yowr 
god-daughter is above any idea you can poffi- 
bly form of her* To a thoufand attra&ive 
graces, fihe adds a moft excellent heart. >She 
is inconfolable, when (he thinks ihe hasdif- 
obliged the meaneft perfon -, fhe. js bleft with 
wit, an equal temper, understanding, and ap- 
plication — You fee Jk>w 1 run /<m in kef 
commendation, don't I i And fo I fhall more 
and more ; you alone-art in. the fifcerct, I have 
fchemes as I faid before.; I fhall want advice* 
your prudence and friaidfl^p «*Oft dincft me»i 

AUTlCLEI- 

yOBR <jueftibris thew how much you in- 
•tereft yourfelf in 'what concerns my So* 
phy : I am obliged to you for it j yes, (he has na- 
tural 



tural talents : her voice is fonorous, flexible 
and foft ; ihe has a brilliant finger on the guit- 
tar and harplicord; (he dances with amazing 
grace ; Hie loves reading, and has an exa& 
and judicious tafte. One quality &e pofleffes, 
preferable to all thefe advantages, is her extreme 
goqd-nature, and th*t fenfiWlity to friendship, 
with whkh her heart U filled. Hortcnfiade Can- ' 
teleu takes her leflbns with her : as this young 
lady has no mother^ and lives but next door, 
her father lets her be with me the whole day. 
Thefe two little onss ftrive to pleafe, to oblige, 
andomtu^ly i»(tr»&» and hswe the moft tender, 
endearing regard for each other: Hortenffe 
is delighted to hear thepraifes of Mademoifelle 
de Saint- Auhjy ; Sophia, on the other hand, is 
always difpleafed when (he thinks Mademoifelle 
de Canteleu is not commended /enough. 

Alas ! my friend, this creature, a& charming 
at fhc i^, in the eye of a world tilled with 
idle and abfurd prejudices* is a mere nothing. 
What mother would make choice of her for^ 
her fon i She is without relatione $ (he is un- 
known — My heart is hurt with this difpenfa- 
tion of providence } hut who can unravel its 
coiinfels? 

C 3 AR- 
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ARTICLE XL 

V7" O U do not conserve my uneafinefs ? Yott 
do not imagine what can pojfibly torment me ? 
Good God, my friend, the happieft fituation 
in .appearance has a gloomy fide ; it efcapes the 
eyes of others, but fixes our own. It is true, 
I am rich and independent* I am not the flave 
of filly caprice, or foolifh paflions \ but I have 
great fenfibility, am tender-hearted ; the frnalleft 
deviations from virtue hurt me,, but ingrati 
tude (hocks me* 

I have ferved all my relations as you know, 
and yet none of them have any regard for me. 
I find myfelfat forty-fix, Airrounded by covet- 
ous nephews, who are for ever calculating my 
income, and numbering my days ; one would 
imagine, they were the proprietors' of fny 
eftate, and that they grudged me the life-rent, 
and would fain fhorten my period in it, in or- 
der to get the fooner into the poifeflion of it 
. themfelves. 

I am afhame^.to tire you with an account 
of my domeftic troubles, by entering into the 
particulars of thefe family bickerings, which 
I hate to talk of. After all, as you fay my 

fortune 
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fortune is independent, therefore nothing out 
juftice and equity can influence me as to m/ 
difpofal of it in any fettlement upon Sophia. 

I brought M. d'Auterive fix hundred thou- 
sand livres* j you are not ignorant how much 
this firm accumulated in his hands in a few 
years. I imagine I ought to make it revert to 
my family, even adding to it the amount of 
what Aims I inherited, jointly with Madam 
de Germeuil, Moniieur du Marfei and Madam 
de Bayeux ; but my hufband's prefents j the 
produce of the partnerfbip j my favings ; all 
thefe are fo many acquifitions j I may difpofe 
•f them, and I defign them for Sophia. 

ARTICLE XII. 

yOUR propofal is mad enough; letter 
marry, and adopt Sophia* Were it not for 
the prejudice it might do to my character, by 
taking a matter and living in Holland, I might 
poffibly relifli the project. What is it poffible 
after fixteen years, that you can ftili retain any 
inclination to marry me ? Lovely, charming ! 
mighty fine ? Indeed, indeed, my good friend* 
this finejl face in the world is become a face juft 
like another face. 

C 4 Lay 
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Lay out what fum you pleafe upon your 
(bn-in-law's houfe : the capital, with the im- 
provements, all go towards the. portion of 
Sophia, As (he grows up, (he every day gains 
the affe&ion of all about her: every body 
ftrives who (hall ftand foremoft in her good 
graces \ while the defire of turningmy weahmfs* 
?bd partiality* to their own advantage, feems 
by degrees to take place of their former jea- 
loufy. M. do Marfai could wijb on* of bis frits 
V&refi baft) as. to obtain tbo hand of Us tbarm* 
ing coufin. Madam de Bayeux is continually 
crying up the agreeable perfen and excellent 
qualities of her's : Madam de Germeuil ha* 
for fome time paft been taking pains to gain 
my good will ; the young Marquis is one of 
the moft .amiable creatures : ob, Were fhe t# 
propofe him to me. — But would Sophia be 
lla£py 16 live' under the authority of a woman 
fc vain tffd fo feliifl* i Do not pride and ava* 
jrice deftroy ev6ry* bond oMbciety i 

ARTICLE XIII, 

T Have deceived with great pleafure your pre- 

fent to your god-daughter. The fancy of 

thefe beautiful fluffs even furpafles their richnefs. 

The 
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The inclofed from Sophia is really her own 
ftyle 5 you will hardly believe it, but I allure you 
'tis matter of fa&. I have juft taken her home 
from the convent, where* flie has been thefe 
"fix months, with Mademoifelle de CanteJeu* 
Every body fays, flie is grown ftill handfomer; 
/he is tall, genteel and graceful j her air no- 
ble, modeft, even a little ferious ; the tone of 
her voice melodious, and flie exprefies herfelf 
in an eafy natural manner ; nothing affe<9ted, 
either in her language or carriage j fhe has the 
rare art to preferve her fincerity without de- 
viating in the leaft from that good breeding 
which derives its fource alone from a defire to 
pleafe, and which feems in her an inborn fcnfe 
of goodnefs. She will be neither a prude nor 
a coquette ; but I am, much afraid, dear little 
creature, (he may o^e day have too much 
fenfibility. 



ARTICLE XIV. 

Tiff Y fitence, as to Sophia, furprizes you $ 
I have not faid a word about her thefe 
four months. She has been abfent from me. 
She was very ill of a cold when I fet out for 
my country feat} imagining I fliouJd make 
C5 but 



but a fliort Hay there, I fent the little dear bacfc 
to the convent j M. de Canteleu, who accom -. 
panied me, placed his daughter there likewife ^ 
I came to Paris only yefterday. 

Indeed, my good friend, Ifliall not to day, at 
leaft, deferve the reproach of forgetting my darling 
ward. I am going to tell you a long (lory 
about her, I aflure you; you will call me & 
prating, dotinjg old woman ; be it Co ; but you 
muft hear an inftance of your god-daughter's 
v goodnefs of heart. — When I fet out, I left her 
five and twenty louis * for pocket-money. The 
day after her arrival at the convent, fhe pur- 
chafed fome luteftring and fattin, with gold 
and filver thread, and fewing filk 5 the young 
miftrefs, her little chamber-maid, andMademoi- 
felle de Canteleu, fet themfelves to embroider, 
and make a number of work-bags ; not a mo- 
ment's recreation : Sophia would often rife an 
hour before her companions. In three months 
time, this continual labour produced fifteen 
louis, and put my dear ward in a condition 
to beftow forty on a good and indigent wo- 
man, whoufed to fell her flowers and ribbands, 
in order to enable her to take her husband out 
of prifon, where he had been CQnfined a con- 
derable time, without being able to raife fo 
fmall a fum. . 

Notwith- 

• A louis is about a guinea. 
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Notwithftanding her extreme neceffities, the 
honeft creature did notdifpofe of the money till- 1 
my arrival. She brought it me this morning,- 
not daring, (he tells me, either to re/ufe or 
keep the gift if my generous niece, without my 
approbation. I have added twenty more louia 
to it, and given fifty to my dear Sophy. I intend- 
(he (hall receive this fura yearly over and above 
her ufual income: it is for the advantage of 
humanity in general to reward young people of 
a tender and liberal difpofition. 

A confiderable part of my prefent is actu- 
ally laid out in a pretty bafket for a young, 
boarder : her parents negleft her, want to- 
give her a diftafte at the world, and deny her 
all the little ornaments which her companions- 
wear ; (he is extremely afte&ed at being de- 
prived of them^ Sophia thinks her very un- 
happy, at not being beloved by ; her family* Alas ! 
how would (he lament her own fad fate, (he 
who annexes fuch felicity to the confcloufnefs of 
being beloved by her family,, could (he hut 
know, that unconnected, with the dear ties of 
nature, furrounded with fecret enemies, (he 
belongs to. nobody,, and is beloved by me alone. 
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ARTICLE XV. 

f H £ condition of Sophia, y6u tell me, 
ought not to make me uneafy, that depends 
tnmyfelf. No one can prefcribe tome in a volun- 
tary a&inwkieh Ibavearightto exprefi and to au- 
thenticate my pleafure. A will, my good friend, 
in favour of Mademoifelle de Valiere, is not 
without its difficulties, Confider fhe is a 
ftranger and unknown 5 a thoufand precautions 
are neceflary, in order to fecure the difpofition 
of fny fortune ; the omiffion of one fingle for- 
mality, would enable my greedy family to 
annul it : they would conteft my legacies, 
would periecute her, and perhaps fhe would 
never enjoy any of it at all. 

It would be a fafer way to marry her 5 many 
matches offer $ but then it is Mademoifelle de 
Saint- Aulay, it is my grand-niece whom they 
mean. I may alienate part of my eftate, and 
difpofe of that large and noble manor in Nor- 
mandy, which 1 never go to, and fettle the 
money upon Sophy. You (hall fee; I have 
more fchemes than one ; I fliall communicate 
all of them to you ; you will affift me in de- 
termining my choice, 

AR- 
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ARTICLE XVI. 

VT O U are by no means miflaken, my good 
friend, Germeuil is the only one of all 
my relations whom I could wifh to fee the 
husband of Sophia; and believe me, neither 
his name nor his titles induce me to give him 
the preference. I fet a high value on noble 
birth 5 but I value yet more' certain qualities 
which unfortunately do not always attend on 
itj thefe qualities mynephew pofTefles entirely. 

It is impoffible, at nineteen, to be hand- 
fomer, better bred, more prudent, or poflefled 
of more knowledge than the Marquis de Ger- 
meuil : not in the leaft vain, quite free from 
pride, an indulgent matter, a tender friend, aa 
attentive relation j he is pofleffed of goodnefs,' 
gentlenefs, great fenfibilityj vaft wit and judg- 
ment ; he is lively without being giddy headed ; 
he is gay, whilft his noble and open afpe&, 
infpires confidence in thofe who approach him. 

When one looks into the characters of Sophia 
and him, one would imagine thefe amiable 
young perfona deftifted mutually to form the 
delight and happinefs of each other : but then 
prejudices, that mother fo proud, fo atabiti- 
, ous. 
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#us— To propofe a young girl who is unknown 
to Madame la Contefle de Germeuil ; to a lady 
who thinks of none but the higheff matches, 
who would even be for matching with Made- 
moifelle de Sauve ! 

At all events, I have put up my eftate to 
fale. This ftep will occafion a world of tit- 
tle in the family. My niece will perhaps 
fpe3k to' me about it: this eftate would fuit 
her prodigioufly well' -, contiguous to tlrat of 
her fon, it would add to the value and ac*n?e- 
ablenefs of her own : if fhe defires it on my 
terms*, it is Jier's. 



ARTICLE XVII. 

' O O you are perfectly charmed with the pic- 
ture of my god-daughter ? She owed you - 
this prefent. No, the painter has not flattered., 
her. The fre/hnefs of the dawn, the air of the 
youngejl of the graces, eyes fparkling with all 
the fire of lave? What, my good old friend,, 
are you acquainted with this foft language ? 
I fhould never have. fufpe£led.your writing in 
this poetical-ftyle. But this.fo attracting a form 
is not alone what, miift captivate the hap- 
py husband, deftined to pafs his days With fo. 

charming 
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charming a creature. May fhe become the 
companion of de Germeuil, he alone is wor- 
thy of her. 

I am in treaty about felling my eftate ; my 
niece is in a worfe humour than everj fhe 
pouts at me, {he frowns on Sophy— —fhe 

queftions my fervants fhe will fpeak to me, 

1 hope fhe will,, and wifh. fhe may. 

ARTICLE" XVIII. andkft. 

/>Ongratulate me, my worthy friend ; every 
thing fucceeds as I could wffh. I was 
'at the point of concluding the bargain for my 
eftate for feven hundred thoufandlivres*, when 
Madam de Germeuil came to dcfire the pre- 
ference; I made no fecret, that I intended 
the produce for Sophia's fortune ; fhe coloured, 
but concealing her vexation* fhe launched out 
into the praifes of my generoftty to MademoF- 
fcHe de Saint-Aulay ; and ufing a vaft deal of 
art- in an affair in which fincere plain-dealing 
would have done as well, as guardian toherfon* 
and confeqttentty obliged to cohfult his inter eft \ /he 
could have wtjhedfor Mademoifelle de Sauve, a. 
rich heirefs 9 allied to the firjl families. But, as 

his 
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Ws mother, entirely taken up with the, Anights of 
bis future happinefs, Jhejhould chufe Sophia, edu- 
cated by me, infpired with my principles, for hh 
Huifei did/he not fear the reproach of having prefer^ 
red the elevation of her niece to the inter eft of her fan* 

Her artful manner fet me on my guard : I 
Jid not propofc Sophy; on the contrary, I 
approved of the marriage of my nephew with 
Mademoifelle de Sauve. Madam de Germeuil 
grew, impatient ; {he asked me for her niece j, 
the whole eftate, with a pofitive promife not to 
exclude Germeuil from his (hare in the remain- 
ing part of my fucceffion. 

I concealed my joy $ I took a month to con- 
fider of the affair 5 now, my good friend, pray 
how am I to aft : here are reafonable terms, 
but then they are meant for Mademoifelle de 
Saint-Aulay. I tremble, at the confidence 
I muft repofe — Madam de Germeuil is in- 
terefted, very interefted ; if I fhould appoint 
her fon univerfal legatee, fhe would accept of 
Sophia de Valiere— Perhaps not ; fhe has fo 
-much pride ! to difcover my fecret to her in 
this uncertainty, were an aft of imprudence. 
See, my good friend, think, confider of it, 
and let me have your notion about it. I wait 
youranffrer, which will determine mine. 

From 
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From Pauline to Mademoif$U$ dt CanuUu. 

Avf Smjth never faw the letter from which 
AV - U I have extraaed this laft article. He 
died before it arrived in Holland, after a long 
fit of illnefs. It was fent back fealed to my 
miftrefs, with a packet containing all thofe 
heliad received fince her journey to Amfterdam : 
be left an exprefs order to this purpofe with 
his children, a few hours before he expired. 
But 'my worthy miftrefs died twelve days after 
the receipt of this packet, which I myfelf 
locked up in the fame plade wfrere fhe kept Ike 
papers relating to Mademoifelle de Valiere. I 
entreat Mademoifelle de Canteleu to obferve 
a profound iilence upon all I have communi- 
cated to her \ poflibly I may be blamed for 
taking and replacing thefe letters in the book 
of the correfpondence with M. Smith, where 
they are under feal, The loofe tying of the 
firings enables me to do it with safe. 

LETTER IV. 

WHAT a . melancholy detail of parti* 
culars, do you defire of me, my dear? 
The extra&s from the letters of Madam d'Au* 
terive, muft have informed you how much \ 

was 
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was envied and hated by her relations; Their 
behaviour to jne, i$ a natural confequence of 
the felfiflinefs and Jealoufy which their fecret 
hatred drew upon me. Can I y without re- 
newing my. forrow, recall to. memory a day 
fo unfortunate for me ? I could wi{h to re- 
move for ever, from my remembrance, every 
thing that may make me recolle£t my former 
fituation, the fudden overthrow of my fortune, 
the lofs of my only fupport, and that of all my 
hopes, 

O my fitter, my friend! I have need of 
ftrength,and of courage, to enable meto fupport 
the* view of my prefent condition, to accuftom 
myfelf to look upon the future with lefs trouble 
and dread. In fpite of all my reflexions, my 
heart rejefts every fcheme that neceffity forces 
me to determine on. I find it difficult to fub« 
mit, to decide any way ; I lament my mif- 
fartunes, and come to no- refolution. 

It has been propofed to me to live with a 
lady, who has juft now undertake a lo embroi- 
der a compleat fet of furniture for her apart- 
ment : (he defires fome affiftance in this tedi- 
ous work, and is looking out for fome young 
people a little above the rank of what they 
commonly call workwomen, Pauline thinks 
this place will do for me.; Nothing prevents 

my 
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my accepting of it, bat my deep melancholy. 
Am I in a condition to prefent myfelf before 
this lady; I, whofe eyes are continually bathed j 
in tears ? How can I avoid fliedding them? 
On a fuppofition that my fituation were lefs 
difagreeable, could I help regretting the lofe 
of Madam d'Auterive? Could I avoid lament- 
ting that cruel, that fudden reparation ? Could 
her fortune have made me amends for her lofs? 
They who are in prefent pofleffion of it, have 
already banifhed her from their remembrance 
— Her memory will for ever liyejn the heart 
of the unhappy orphan whom flic loved. 

Oh my Hortenfia ! how, much has one hour, 
one inflant altered my fituation ! and with it* 
the behaviour of fo many people! What a 
feeble tye unites that fociety, of which I . once 
made part, .but from which I am now c^ft out V 
with what hafte do ,tfcey who courted, who 
caref&d, who/flattered me, now avoid me ! . 

The moment, the. fad .event was declared to 
the relations of Madam d'Auterive, they ran 
to her aoufe^.arid aflembkd. in the great 
falloon. There, th'ey waited "for; the arrival cf 
thofe whofe prefence wa^neceflary a* the open- 
ing of the will ; they imagined, one would be 
found, and that.it would be in my favour, 

When all were come, except only the Mar- 
quis de Germeuil, who was (till in Provence 

with 
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.with the regiment he commands, Macfcm de 
Bayeux came to fetch me: I had been en- 
quired for feveral times : I was in my room, 
on my knees* my he?d recliped on Pauline; 
we were both weeping bitterly. , She regretted 
her gentle, generous mjftrtfs; fl*e lamented 
with me and on my account, repeating, Of 
Madtmo'tfclU) what" a kfs! JMjfGod! What a 
lefs have y oaf uffered? 

I infilled in vain, on npt coming down ; 
Madam de Bayeux aflured me I could notweil 

.avoid k; I followed her into die fallooift, 
every body rofe up to recent me: Madam 

-de Germeuil embraced* me feveral times, her 
comJtns carefled me extremely. 1 was unaUe 
to /peak, I could featte Support myfelf : M. 
du Marfai faid aloud; this hdoubtUfi tit filt 
btirtfs. It is vtry frotMt fit is, aqfttered 
Madam de Bayeux* I Mtvt and wifb Jbtmaj^ 
added Madam de Germeuil. They fet down 
and began the fearch and examination of the 
papers* 

No will was found. However they feemed 
pofitive that Madam d'Autcrive muft have 
made one. Thofc .fine japan Cabinets which 

* adorn the falloon alone remained to be vifited: 
they opened three of them. The laft Ihut 
With a fecret fpring j they were preparing to 

force 
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feret it, when Madam de GermeuiJ, vexed fa 
fee fe race a piece of japan broken, called for 
Pauline, and afted her whether £be did not 
know the way to open it? The poor girl 
teemed <juite ftruck, and confounded : fhe 
hefitatcd long before fhe anfwered, but feeing 
herfelf hard pseffibd, (he begged leave to fpeak 
a word to Madam de Germeuil j this wa» 
allowed her* 

Pauline /poke very low, her hands joined, 
with a fupplicating air; I fiipprefs papers! 
•Cried out aloud Madam de Germeuil, refervt 
At perufal sf them to mjfdf? How can they 
relate U Sophia, bow concern her alone f Wt 
have. -ail an inter eft in thefe papers of my aunt. 
This {aid, fhe led her to the cabinet , and or* 
dered her to open h. Pauline obeyed with 
tears. They found die paper written by the 
hand of Madam d'Auterive, a copy of the 
deeds which authenticated its truth, the bun- 
dle of her letters to Ml Smith, ftill fealed up 
as ihe Jiad received them a few days before* 
and her laft haters fen* 'back from HoRand 
under a- double cover* 

The requeflr of Pauline to Madam de Geri. 
mcuil had jitft iraifed an extreme curiofity about 
Ike papers mhuh tonterxed me alone. They im- 
naadktelyibepm to read the fmall papers of 
" ; Madam 
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Madam d'Auterive. They were'wkolty* W a 
tefs to conceive how this narrative, apparently 
£> foreign to all the^heirs, could pou%ly relate to 
me any more than to the* others : 'at the paf- 
fage where Madam tfAuteriveTays, mygratid- 
niece was carried off in a convulfon, a cry of 
furprize was heard, all eyes were fixed on me. 
Mademoifelle de Saint- Aulay dead I wba is fie- 
then, who fupplies her place here? was 'the «ni~ 
verfid voice j. 'the 'cQaclUfion of the narrative 
difcovered my tyhole. ftory. •: , 

Before the readitfg of this'paper, -little at- 
tentive to what parted about me, ' my tears 
flowed only, becaufe Madam d'Auterive was 
no more* I never once thought of legacies, 
nor of the {hare I was to have in her fortune. 
The repeated founds of unknown girl; mtijhp- 
pofitious »/><*» -brought me unhappily to myfelf, 
by difcovering.tome my cruel deftiny. 

Imagine, my dear, my aftonifhment, my 
conftern^tion ! .tp .find myielf a ftranget in 
the midft of, vftis. company, when I thought 
niyfelf fufirpujicj^d: by iiny neslreft relations, 
and my fincereft friends ; alas ! I knew not how 
much hatred and envy the tendemefs of Madam 
d'Auterive had excited againft me. Good God ! 
what a moment, wh^t a terrible moment ! to 
be aflaulted with jcontqmp^upus 4xprcffionsi 
i.!! : 7 3 to 
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to be the obje& of the moil fhocking reflexi- 
ons, to fee Madam de Germeuil cruelly en- 
deavouring to put me out of countenance, at 
a time, when my misfortune called for pity 
and comfort — my heart was ready to break, I 
fell fenfelefs at the feet of Madam du Marfai. 

Drawn thither by the cries of Pauline, Ma- 
dam d'Auterive's chamber-maid flew to my 
affiftance ; they carried me to my room, and 
ftrove to recover me. On opening my eyes, 
I perceived them all round me ; they bathed 
my hands with their tears : thefe poor girls 
were deeply affli&ed with the difcovery that 
appeared to affe&me alone : they feemed to 
have a double lofs when they heard that I was 
neither the niece, nor the heirefs of their good, 
their refpe£ted miftrefs. 

Pauline, who had the ofliceof houfe-keeper, 
was again fent for back into thefalloon, where 
file found the whole family in great agitation ; 
they had juft opened the packet of the letters 
of Madam d'Auterive to M. Smith, in order 
tofearch for feme lights into the Aims' a&ualfy 
remaining in Holland. By the extraft which 
is ftill in your hands, you may. eaiily imagine 
the indignation of the Counters de Germeuil 
on finding in thefe letters a too faithful pic- 
ture of her cbara&er, and the expofing of a 
projeft which fhe had fo carefully concealed. 

There 
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There arofe a general murmur againft her ; 
they reproached her with her interefted view$ # 
with her uifatiable avarice ; with the marriage 
ihe had proposed to her aunt in order to make 
fiire of the entire reverfion of her fortune. 
Even they who, aduated by the fame motives, 
had underhand, though without fuccefs, ufed the 
fame artifices, had yet the confidence to treat 
her fchemes as bafe and diflionourable in- 
trigues. Madam de Germeuil juftificd herfelf 
with haughtincfs, abfolutely difavowed any 
defign of marrying me to her fen, the mif 
take* thefe foolijh ideas of her aunt fpnmg 
from her extreme, her ridiculous prepoffeffwn in 
my favour, and poffibly from fome words threw* 
out at random, merely with a view to found her 
inclinations. 

My name too frequently repeated during 
this (harp altercation, drew down on me all the 
malice and anger of the Countefe ; Ihe nm 
out in cotffplaints of the xveaknefs of Madam 
<TAuterive,and.of> unwarrantable mtimpofithn : 
why then bring up this orphan as her niece, 
give her to diffingui&ed an education, make 
her be refpeeled and aimoft -adored, by all her 
relations ? What, in older to feaire her from 
the mortifying ryrotcbes tf the world! with the 
feme view doubtWi 4bc wmtti to enrich a 

ftranger, 
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Granger, a child of that fort! what mu ft be- 
come of the £/W /* Of what fervice could fo 
much acquired knowledge* fo many uftlefs 
talents be to her, unlefs it were to fill ber 
head with pride? The habit of living at her 
eafe, would render her ptefent Situation more 
hard to fupport, might make her forget her 
virtuous principles, poffibly induce her to facrh- 
fee them to the temptation of returning to that 
pomp andfplendyr in which Jhe had been fo injudi- 
cioujly bred ftp* 

By this hard hearted manner of anticipating 
fay future misfortunes, Madam de Germeuil 
fufficientiy declared her intention of abandon- 
ing me to my fate. Difpenfe with my repeat- 
ing her conjectures with Regard to my birth, my 
condition, and even the morals of my unfortu- 
nate Parents : you will likewifeexcufemyenter- 
ingintoalltheparticularsof the propofals, offered 
for my advantage by Madam de Bayeux, and by 
herfelf. Had thefe ladies intended a fettle- 
ment for the daughter of the lowefl: mechanic, 
or of the meaneft fervant of the houfe, nothing 
could have occurred to their thoughts more 
cruel or more humbling. Believe me, my 
dear, this family have meanly revenged them* 
felves on the poor, unknown Sophy, for all the ' 
feigned carefles fo prodigally lavifhed for many 
Vol I. D year* 
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years on Sophia de Saint-Aulay, in hopes of 
iharing with her a rich inheritance. 

They all parted. Every body went away 
without vouchfafing to fee me, or enquiring 
•about my prefent fituation : They left me to 
the care of commoh fervants ; I was even fet 
on a level with them: I heard Madam du 
Marfai call out to Pauline on the flair-cafe, 
Sophy may remain here till fuch time as proper 
meafures are taken with refpeft to the maids of my 
aunt 9 and her. 

But it is now very late; my eycs 9 fatigued 
and heavy, call for reft. And yet I expert 
to find none. Since the death of Madam 
d'Auterive, I have never tailed the pleafure 
of undiflurbed deep : if the depreffion of my 
fpirits bring on a temporary drowfinefs, I wake 
with troublefome and frightful dreams, and 
prefently relapfe into forrow, grief, and de- 
vouring cares. 

• Ten in the morning* 
Pauline has juft delivered me your letter. 
I read with afloniflbment the copy of Madam 
de GermeuiPs to your coufin. Indeed her 
tedious apology furprizes me. Why fliould 
Madam de Germeuil juftify herfeif, when no 
body accufes her i By defending her conduit, 

h Y 
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by laying open the motives which may fjfvete 
excufe it, does five not feem to confefi that it 
may very juftly be blamed i 

So then I have it feems withdrawn my/elf 
from the authority of my proteftors? Aninfitentjirain 
of ingratitude has induced me to retire without 
waiting the iflue of the deliberation of the heir* 
of Madam d'Auterife ? An ill-timed haughtinefc 
has made me negledr, even difdain, the favours 
of an opulent family, difpofed to ferve me ! 

O Good Gcdl what mean fubterfuges, 
what a falfe imputation ! But it is highly ne- 
ceflary to have an anfwer ready for thofe 
whofe curious enquiries importune me : they 
muft be told in what manner this opulent family 
have thought proper to treatthe darling ward of 
their relation \ ftie muft be proved to be un- 
worthy of the concern which the friends and 
acquaintance of Madam d'Auterive may have 
taken in the fettiement of an unhappy youn* 
woman, and Madam de Germeuil has writ- 
ten to your coufin merely for that pur- 
pofe. 

If from being long accuftomed to concili- 
ate the regard, and to fee myfelf the objeit of 
the moft tender affe&ion of all about me, I 
am become too fenftble to neglect, and to the 
contempt of fo many perfons whom I looked 
D 2 on i 



(52) 

on as my beft friends ; if the involuntary re- 
fentment of my heart, for fuch infulting ex- 
preffions, deferve the name of infolent ingrati- 
tude. Madam de Germeuil accufes me with 
juftice : if not to beg affiftance, be to difdain a 
family well difpofed in my favour : if my re- 
tiring from an houfe where / was permitted u 
remain, be an a&ion bold, and offenfive to my 
prote8ors: I will bltrfh before my dear Hor- 
tenfia, for having followed the impulfeofan 
ill timed baughtinefs. But on a fuppofition that 
I had all this pride, whence does Madam de 
Germeuil -colleft the certainty that it is in me 
an unbecoming fentiment f Forgive me, my amia- 
ble, my confoling friend ! I find that being too 
much taken up with the letter of Madam de 
Germeuil, I forget to thank you for the re- 
peated aflurances of your generous friendship. 
How pleafing it is to find you ftill the fame, 
when the reft of mankind are fo changed in 
regard to me! 

I muft now acquaint you with the place of 
my retreat. Finding myfelf alone in an houfe 
where I had no right to remain, I fent for 
Madam de Beaumont, the dealer in ribbands 
to whom we did that fmall fervice, when we 
were laft together in the convent. With what 
l zeal did this good, this grateful creature 

embrace 
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embrace the opportunity of being ufeful to 
me ! £he is a plain, honeft, reafonable, and 
laborious woman j (he has been a widow fix 
months ; a fmall legacy has put her in a con- 
dition to enlarge her trade, by adding to it * 
the article of modes. I occupy two rooms in 
her houfe, pretty enough, and very neatly 
furnilhed ; they adjoin to her warehoufe. We 
have agreed upon fuch terms as fuit my pre- 
fent circumstances. I am able to maintain 
inyfelf fome little time in this fituation ; it is 
by no means difagreeable; and I have nothing 
to complain of, but that 1 am ferved with 
too affiduous an attention. 
• Farewell, my dear Hortenfia, do. not* at* 
tempt to juftify me in the opinion of your 
coufui. Leave Madam de Germeuil to ap- 
plaud her own, and blame my conduct. I 
fliall always honour her as the niece of Ma- 
dam d'Auterive, and the mother of the Mar- 
quis de Germeuil. Gratitude and friendship 
muft for ever command a total filence with; 
regard to her character : I complain lefs of 
her abandoning, than hating me. Suffer he^ 
to treat me as haughty > and ungrateful^ but ne- 
ver difcover the fecret intrigues, which my con- 
fidence in you and the neceflity I am under, of 
D 3 ex* 
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r explaining the reafons of my proceeding* 
have induced me to lay before you. Poffibly 
I may reproach myfelf one day for the re- 
fentment and bitter terms which have.neceflarily 
{ fallen from me, d uring this tedious ftory : 
^ Our misfortunes often make us partial. After 
all, my dear, what right have 1 to the efteem ? 
the affection, and the protection of the heirs of 
Madam d'Auterive ? Alas ! who in the world 
is obliged to intereft themfelves on my ac- 
count ? 



LETTER. V, 

NO, my dear, I am not tmforted % but I 
am refigned, and begin to look round 
me withlefs terror: I know I have fenfibilityj 
but do not think myfelf weak. A change fo 
great, (o fudden, fo unforefeen, had thrown 
my foul into dejeclion : confternation and ter- 
ror had overwhelmed my fpirita. During thofe 
firft moments, my eyes were open to my lofles, 
and fliut to every refource: the condition in 
which I had always lived Appeared to me the 
only one in which I could live ;* I trembled at 
the thoughts of falling from it. And why ihould 
I not fall from it ? What right have I to 
riches, fplendor, pomp, to brilliant hopes? 

What 
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Ythat niark is fet on me to diftinguifh me front 
the crowd of unhappy wretches, tied down 
to labour, condemned to fervitude ? A foolifli 
pride mifltd me, obtruding its vain chimera* 
on my gloomy reflexions : when one is no- 
thing, my dear, to what can one pretend ? 
How could an unknown girl prefume to put 
her f elf on a level with that final J number of 
mortals cherifhed by fortune $ deftined by her 
to eafe, and to an undifturhed enjoyment, in the 
bofom of Voluptuoufneis, of the induftrious 
labour of the poor. 

I will turn my eyes from this clafs which be- 
longs not to me, and will boldly enter into that 
wherein I am thrown — Do not be too much 
affe&ed, my lovely Hortenfia, an humble con- 
dition (hall never debafe the heart of your 
friend. 1 owe to Madam d'Auterive thofe pre- 
cepts and leflbns of virtue which will enable 
me to bear up under this fevere trial. She taught 
me to diftinguifh honour from what the vulgar 
call by that name ; mine (hall not depend on 
the place I hold in the world, but on the in- 
ward fentiments of my mind. So long as I 
(hall preferve my own efteem, fo long as my 
heart (hall not reproach ine, fo long as Hor- 
tenfia (hall call me her companion, her fitter, 
I (hall never blufli at being unknown, forfaken, 
poor. 

D 4 Yes, 
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Yes, I have received feveral letters from th& 
Marquis de Germeuil. Could you poffibly 
think him infenfible U my misfortune? He is 
gfle&ed with it, fincerely affe&ed with it. 
His expreiHons are gentle and tender; indeed, 
my dear, they are comforting. Affli&ed at the 
bard-heartednefs of his mother $ afhamed of the 
unworthy behaviour of bis family, he asks me 
whether an heir of Madam d*Juterive may pre- 
fumt to wait on me. 

Do not confound the Marquis de Germeuil 
with his avaricious relations* He loved Ma- 
dam d'Aiiterive ; he retains the memory of her 
virtues 5 he neither hates nor defpifes the fad 
orphan whom fhe honoured with her. protec- 
tion. He ftill vouch f^fes to call her his coujm, 
to fliew her the fame deference, the fame attach- 
ment; he pities, he refpefls her; be burns 
with eagernefs to pie her ; he fpeaks much of her 
aunt; he reveres her memory! he laments her 
hfs. The Marquis de Germeuil weeps for 
Madam d'Auterive ! Oh J let him come* we 
will mingle our forrpws, our fighs, our tear*, 
our groans ! be {hall be ifcy relation, brother, 
friend — Alas ! {ball I ftill venture to call him 
by thefe names, once fo pleating to him? 

So your affairs then begin to take a more 
favourable turn. May your hopes not be dif- 
appointed. The happinefs of my dear Horten- 
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fia would eafe my heart of one half of its for- 
rows. But why poftpone till another oppor- 
tunity the interefting queftion you want to ask 
me ? At all times, you will find me ready to 
anfwer you in all the iincerity of my heart. 
Adieu. 



LETTER VI. 

IS that, my dear, the ewiarraffmg qutjlion f 
You be/stated, you feared to put it. What! 
do you make ufe of expreffions fo guarded, fo 
cautioufly conveyed to ask me whether 1 will 
eonfeut to live with you 9 to fhare your apart- 
ment in that Abbey in which we patted fimary 
undifturbed moments^ where we were fo happy 
together t 

On a fuppofitioh that you are rich and in- 
dependent, whence can arife the doubt ? Can 
the companion of your childhood, accuftomed 
to read your very foul, blufli to accept of an 
afylum with you? Can (he have any rdu&anc* 
to owe you her tranquillity, her happineis? 
When I wifbed for riches, in order to beftow 
them oa you, and to keep you atParis* that you 
might be near me, did I offend you, Hor- 
tenfia ? O my dear ! do you too think me 
capable of an ill-timed pride ? 

D 5 I would 
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I would refufe fuch affiftance as vanity and 
an infulting compaffion might offer me : but 
I fhould defpife my pride, if fearing to lay 
myfelf open to the tender fentiment of grati- 
tude, I Ihould obftinately deprive my friend 
of the dear pleafure of ferving me, 

Monfieur de Germeuil is arrived. I faw 
him yefterday. I expeded his vifit with a 
kind of impatience: I hoped to find comfort 
in the converfation of a relation of Madam 
d'Auterive,.of a relation beloved by her: I 
.was miftaken ; - his prefence, his tears have 
awakened all my forrows. What a fenfibility of 
.heart he has ! how it is moved with our com* . 
mpn lofs I His hopeiofhappinefs are new at a 
great diftance ; he teUs me the death of his aunt 
has blafted his moft pUafing profpeSfs. His pro* 
fpAffsl. what then did he expert of Madam 
4'Auterive ? 

I find.my fpiritstoo much opprefled to write 
finy more* My difappointments have affe&ed 
my condition : my health is impaired ; I 
cannot fleep; I cannot relifli any kind of 
food : the afie&ionate affiduity of Pauline and 
«f Madam Beaumont is all to no purpofe; 
for nature calls for nothing, and I cannot force 
my ftomach : it is no wonder my life is fo 
melancholy, fo fedeijtarys my application is 

too 
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too affidaous ; my imagination is fo ftrong, it 
wanders over fuch gloomy objefts — But why 
does this dark melancholy make me enter into 
fuch ufelefs details, is it in order to afflift 
you ? Adieu, my dear Horteniia. 



LETTER VII. 

TAKE courage, my dear friend, I am 
better. My fever has left me. After 
a whole month paft without writing to you, I 
myfelf am able to give you proofs of my weak, 
my painful exiftence j I am recovering they fay; 
as to my own part, I find myfelf totally depref- 
fed, and my anguifh is aim oft infupportable. 
As foon as ever I am capable of an hour's ap- 
plication, I will thank my dear Horteniia for 
her folicitude,her offers, her tendernefs, and that 
goodnefc of heart which made her facrifice, to 
my fuppofed wants, the fole pofleflion fhe at 
prefent enjoys. Adieu, my dear, lovely com- 
panion ! ceafe to fear, my life is no longer in 
danger 



LET- 
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LETTER YIIL 

YE S, my clear, I ftill continue to recei- 
ver ; I begin to enjoy better fpirits ; my 
colour returns ; I no longer relapfe into thofe 
long fwoonings which endangered my life ^ 
but my languor is not removed ; k is become 
habitual* it is the effect of a "deep melancholy 5 
time may diminifh it; to me it feems impoffibfe 
it fhould ever wholly fubdue it. - •• 

How* pray, mould I be filent on the afFcfting. 
proof you have given me of your love ? Why 
(hould you be offended with the expreffions of 
my gratitude ? I was more moved than fur- 
prized at feeing your casket in the hands of 
Pauline. It fliall be fent back to yoa tuefltey 
evening by a trufty hand. I would have- ac- 
cepted of your affiftance, if want of money 
had reduced me to any difagreeable extremity c 
what J fend me your jewels for me to pledgfc 
or fell them! Oh, my dear Hortenfia, the re- 
membrance of fo noble a genefofity,. of fo true 
a friendfhip, (hall always lie neareft mjr heart, 
I will never mention it to you, becaufeyou 
forbid me ; but it (ball remain always engraven 
on my memory. 

Ail 
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An unlocked for favour, is become a raoffc 
ufeful refource to me. After ta^ny delibe- 
rations, in which JV1. de Germeuil to#k the 
lead, the heirs of Madam d'Auterive have come- 
to an agreement on a point which has long been 
contefted. They have ordered Pauline to de- 
liver me my linen, my laces and my clothes,. 
The valuation of my casket, my jewels, and 
my goods, has redoubled their animofity 
againft me- They fay Madam de Germeuil 
cannot bear to hear my name mentioned,. 

Alas ! I cannot think without forrow Oh 

my dear, k is moft afflicting to be hated f 

I have difcharged the expences of my ill- 
nefs, by the fale of two pieces of India fluff 
too rich to be of any ufe to me at prefent*. 
I imagined myfelf to be indebted to feveral 
people, but M. de Germeuil, by obliging 
Pauline to accept of a pretty cwifiderable turn* 
became my only creditor. I Jiave reimburfed 
the girl for what fhe had laid out, and re- 
stored the whole. — Good God ! my dear, can 
Madam de Germeuil have been in the right } 
Havel pride' and haughtinefs? Senfible to the 
generous attention of the Marquis, filled with 
gratitude, I was not able to thank him with* 
out blufhing, without (bedding tears. 

1 think 
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I think my misfortune has redoubled his 
friendship. His firft vifit excited a great deal 
of emotion and confufion in me. We both 
wept bitterly before we were able to fpeak. 
At the fight of him, I forgot the diftance 
which fortune had put between us, fince our 
feparation. Indeed his air fomewhat more 
referved, and his expreflions lefs familiar, 
brought me back to a jufter way of thinking, 
not without fome concern : but then his atten- 
tion during my long illnefs, his anxiety, hfs 
affiduity, his eagernefs to oblige me, all thefe 
convince me I am ftill dear to him. He comes 
feveral times a day to lhare the irkfomenefs of 
my folitude, and though he is himfelf wrapt 
up in an unufual penfivenefs^ he ufes every art 
to divert me from mine. 

I cannot poffibly write any longer ; my head 
is ftill exceeding weak. Farewell, my deaf 
Hortenfia j accept my Sincere thanks, and take- 
it in good part that I do not cnlargejon fo noble 
a procedure as your own, which cannot but 
fill my heart with fentiments of gratitude* 



LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

CEASE, my dear friend, to All your ima- 
gination with thefe tormenting ideas ; I 
can it ill maintain myfelf feveral months in my 
prefent iituation, 1 have need of time-te-re*- 
fume my ftrength, revive my dejected foul, and 
recover that calm, at leaft in appearance, fo 
neceflary to thofe who are to live under the 
eyes of others, and depend on their favour*. 
How fhall I be able to appear at this very 
time before the lady whofe protection is pro~ 
mifed me i A gloomy air is eafily miflaken 
for ill temper 5 it deftroys confidence ; it gives 
a difadvantageous impreflion. • They who have 
no intereft in our melancholy, feldom forgive 
the irkfomenefs it infpires. 

Why, my dear, why afflift yourfelf at fee- 
ing me difpofed to embrace this offer ? I would not 
do it, were it in my power to choofe a lefs 
difagreeable condition. / may Jiay with Ma- 
dam de Beaumont — It is true, 1 may fo j but. 
I do not know whether \ ought : new circum- 
ftances require new reffedions. 

When I formed my firft plan, 1 found 
by the calculation of feveral days, that I fhouid - 

be 
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be able to maintain myfelf in every thing nc- 
ceffary by a conftant application to work. A 
month's ill/iefs, and my long weaknefs, have 
taught me by experience how chargeable this 
forced interruption of my work muft be. The 
accidental lofs of time, and the extraordinary ex- 
pences, would reduce me to very difagreeable ex- 
tremities. And yet I ihould like to preferve 
my Jiberty, my independence, and to avoid the 
wretched ftate of fubjedion, that all muft en- 
dure who live under the protection of the great. 
But then, will reafon, will decency permit 
me to live alone i s 

I am very young, my dear Hortenfia, and lit- 
tle ufed to govern myfelf bymy own underftand- 
ing : if that ihould miflead me } A worthy 
good woman, but without any knowledge of 
the world > a faithful and good natured fer- 
vant, long accuftomed to fall in with all my 
defires ; thefe are my guides : but are they 
fefe ones? For fome time paft, I begin to 
perceive that without having any thing to fear 
from our own reproaches,, we fhould ftill be 
pn our guard againft thofe of the world. 

My youth and fituation require on my part 

"an extreme attention to all my fteps j if I were 

accufed, who would undertake my defence I 

1 dread the world, and its malicious remarks — 

* ' . Are 



( «5T 

Are you not fiirprifed, my dear, how an affli£tef 
imagination magnifiesour ideas, leads them far 
beyond reality, and even probability : and what 
is this world,, that is to be my cenfiirer? 
Who in. s thfs wide univerfe will vouchfafe to 
examine > to drop a look on me ? Alas ! you 
alone, are interefted in this obfcure > painful^ 
and forlorn being. 

It is- the common eflfe<St of a. gloomy me* 
lancholy to raife in us vague fears, and to 
throw us into fuipicion and anxiety. Would 
you believe it i M. de Qermeuil makes me 
uaeafy, perplexes me; I cannot account for 
it : His fentimeitfs for me are the fame I al» 
ways wifhed to infpire him with 5 my own 
have not changed, and yet that friendfhip* 
formerly fo. fweet, & natural, tailed with fo 
much pleafure, is now no logger a gentle im- 
pulfe : it is Aill agreeable, ftill warm ; but 
is no longer calm. Indeed, this friendflup is 
become the fubjeft of my moft ferious reflec- 
tions. 

Dp not fpeak to your couftn, do npt rijk the- 
trial. Move her in my favour? Oh J by iu* 
means, I befeech you. If fhe is apprehenfive 
of failing in the firji advances Jhe makes you± 
would it not l be imprudent to propofe to her 
the rendering them ftill more confideral^le I I 
'. \' '' * & 
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do certainly wi/h to livejwitb you, but not at heF 
houfe. I conjure you, my Hbrtenfia, leave 
this projeft* Shall I fpeak truth ? I da Hot 
enough eftcem the character of that lady to 
tonient to receive any favour from her r O good 
God ! if I thought it becoming to lay myfelf un- 
der obligations, I (hould have no uneafinefs as 
to the future. Monfieur de Gerraeuil is but 
too, preffifcg, on that articte*~If I reftjfe his 
affifflance, fhall I accept of that Which you 
might beg for me \ this would certainly offend 
him, and I am very far from having fuch a de- 
fign. Farewell, my dear \ give over your pro- 
ject, I conjure you to do it. 

LETTER X, 

I Am as much concerned at the death of - 
your Reporter* as you can be ; in your pre- 
feht fituation* it is a cruel event :. the pro- 
bity of that worthy magiftrate gave room to 
hope for a fpeedy determination,. Much time 
will be neceflary before any other can inform 
himfelf of the nature of the cafe, and this te- 
dious waiting is a real punimment. But*- can 
I read without tears, my dear* that you are 

doubly 

• A Cditnfellor whofe bufinefsit is previoufly to examine the 
proofs and other matters relating to tlSea&ion, and to make his 
report to the judges : the manner of doing this, has generally 
great weight in determining the caiife* 
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doubly affe&cd with this lofs-on my account? 
It counteracts ^ it prolongs the fuccefs of the fa* 
VQurite proyeft of your hart \ your thoughts, your 
wijhes are wholly, taken up with this retreat , wherg 
we may he together ! amiable, generous girl ! 
dwell not for the pre feat on that project, it 
affects you too deeply. There is no likeli- 
hood of any change in my condition ; comfort 
that warm, that tender heart* with the certainty 
of being always able to find an opportunity to 
oblige me ; calm your anxious mind y do not 
1st me reflect with forrow* that my fuuation * 
adds a weight to all your fufferings. 

Madam de Moncenai is ftill in the country* 
She has been already fpoken to ; on her return* 
when introduced to her as a relation of Ma- 
dam de Beaumont, if I am accepted, I cannot 
refufe to be with her. Why do you annex the 
idea of fervitude to this place ?* It may poffibly 
require fome complaifance * but what condition 
in life can difpenfe with it? 

The Marchionefs de Moncenai is rich* 
. young* happy : the will queftionlefs be gay, 
gentle, humane j obliged only to affift her in 
her work, why may not my fuuation at her 
houfe be eafy ? Do not difcourage me* my 
dear friend ; do not add to the fecret reluctance* 
and diftafte— Perhaps I am but too fond of that 
liberty I am about to facrifice. 

Pauline 
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Pauline has juft delivered me your letter. I 
opened it with eagernefs, and perufed it with 
vexation. You have experienced how difagree- 
able it ii to meet with a refufaU If you were 
lefs zealous, in your obliging withes, you 
Would have waited for my anfwer; it would 
have fpared you this mortification* I fhould be 
forry that Madam de Germeuil' knew the ftep 
you have taken; herfon might hear of it, and 
fufpe& me to have fet you to work : certainly 
his heart would be offended with fo ftrange a 
tondu&. Should I fuffer this friend fo affect- 
ed with the overthrow of my fortune, fo affi- 
duous in his endeavours to foften the rigour of 
fny fituation j fhould I fuffer this friend to 
think that I have meanly (looped to beg the af- 
fiftance of your toufin, after having been 
proud enough to *eje& hia offers? But no 
more of this, / complain of your imprudence, 
faiy dear ? I ihould think myfelf ungrateful 
were I to complain of any thing in you. 



LE T- 
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LETTER XI, 

YO U cannot conceive my uneajinefs, with 
refpecr to the affiduities of the Marquis 
de Germeuil: they appear to you as the natural confe* 
auence of an intimacy formed in our earlieji infancy* 
kept up by a remarkable conformity in our tajle and 
Jentiments. Admitting this conformity, fo 
much to my honour, .would not the inequa- 
lity of our fortunes form a new obftacle, to 
our union I 

My dear Hortenfia, you confider me as ftill 
with Madam d'Auterive, living under her eye, 
deriving confequence from my appearance, 
from her tendernefs, and from the affiduity of all 
who endeavoured to pleafe me. View me now 
in a fcanty lodging, deje&ed, alone, in a plain 
drefs ; employed, not as formerly, in running 
over the keys of an harpficord, or the firings 
of a lute, in drawing a landfcape, or making 
cxtrafts from what I read ; but working la- 
borioufly in order to draw fome fmall pittance 
from my labour, often tied to an hour, forced 
to make difpatch, to fubmit to every incon- 
venience, and often to fpend part of the night 
in completing fome piece of finery impati- 
ently waited for. 

Oh I 
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Oh! my dear, it is no longer Mademoifelle 
<Je Saint- Aulay, no longer the grand-niece 
of Madam d'Auterive, who receives the vifits, 
the frequent vifits of the Marquis de Ger- 
meuil ; it is Sophia de Valiere, Madam 
Beaumont's apprentice, fpending half the day 
in the converfation of a titled, rich, handfome, 
amiable young man, who has no other con- 
nection with her, but what proceeds from 
habit, and, perhaps, from cqmpaffion. 

No tics of -blood connect us ; his mother 
hates me; as a ftranger to the eyes of all his fa- 
mily, does it become me to receive him ? Him- 
felf feems to fear' left the world fhould per- 
ceive the regard he ftill has for me. He comes 
alone, on foot, or in a carriage which is none 
of his own. Why conceal himfelf? Whence 
this affe&ed air of myftery, if he did not ima- 
gine that his or my conduct might poffibly lie 
open to cenfure : if Madam de Germeuil 
fhould hear of the Marquis's vifitf, fhould be 
ano-ry, fhould prefume to imagine, — Has fhe 
not already faid that / might forget my virtuous 
principles, facrifice them — Heaven avert the 
cruel omen ! 

I ought to fpeak to the Marquis de Ger- 
meuil; do not you think fo, my dear? I 
ought to impart to him my reflections, my 

doubts, 
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doubts, my fears. Can he think it ftrange 
that I fhould be careful of my reputation ? 
Shall I negleci the only bleffing that it is in my 
power to acquire or preferve? Yes, I will 
/peak to him, I will beg of him to vifit me 
lefs frequently ; I will open my heart to him ; 
his will never be offended with my confidence, 
wiih my friendfhip.— Oh ! I am not altered 
inmy fentiments for M. deGermeuil ! in another 
fituation, in happier circumftances I would 
notbanifh the complaifant, the amiable com- 
panion of the pleafures of my childhood : he 
is very dear to me ! he will be always fo. 
But one of the miferles attached to my pre- 
fent condition, is, that I have not the choice 
of my comforts, and to be obliged to make 
a new facrifice when my poverty has already- 
left me fo deftitute. 

Farewell, my dear Hortenfia, continue to 
love an unfortunate being, whofe only plea- 
lure it is to think flie can never become in- 
different to you. 



LET- 
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LETTER XIL 

YO U have juft found a zealous friend in 
the parliament cf Roan ; I give you joy 
with all my heart, my dear: your hopes revive? 
May you be happy, compleatly happy ! is the. 
ardent wifli of your friend. 

I am truly forry to find you are To averfe to 
jmy plan of conduit. I would wifh to fatisfy 
you, and not go to live with Madam de Mon- 
cenai, but wait for the interefting decifion 
of your law-fuit 5 but, as I have already told 
you, I think I ought not ; every thing con- 
fpires to induce me to purfue the dcfign you 
urge me to quit. 

Do not be angry with me, do not accufe 
me of obftinacy j ceafe to call me your inflex- 
ible friend: did you know the ftrange fituation 
of my mind, you would never exhort me to 
preferve that independence of which you warn 
me : I Jhall one day regret the lofs. 

I know not whether my misfortune, and the 
decay of my ftrength during my illnefs, have 
altered my conflitution, deftroyed the evennefs 
of my fpirits, and affedted my temper; but I am 
no longer the fame perfon \ baffled, and wavering, 

I cannot 
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I cannot determine my will. You know I 
had refolved to beg of Monf. de Germeuil to 
give over his vifits, or at leaft to make- them 
lefe frequent. 1 imagined I might ingenuoufly 
fconfefs to him the caufe of my uneafmefs : 
well, my dear, every time I prepared myfelf 
to make this requeft, and to difcover the 
motives of it, an inexpreflible perplexity, in- 
ward confufion, and ftrange emotion, ftopt my 
faultring voice; my lips could not pronounce 
come no more ; I was afraid of appearing ca- 
pricious, unjuft, ungrateful ; I feared to of- 
fend, to difpleafe, to afflift him. Whilft I 
looked on him, I forgot the force of all thofe 
reafons that were to juftifyfo uncivil, andfo un- 
kind a requelt. 1 mufed, I fighed; my eyes were 
full of tears, and I remained in ftupid filence. 

Shall 1 tell you all ? 1 know not what con- 
trariety of fentiment, whofe difficulty I could 
not forefee, feems to deter me from the ex- 
planation of my purpofes : I would fain re- 
ceive no longer the vilits of Monf. de Ger- 
meuil : I think it decent to will it; but if I 
examine myfelf, if I am fmcere with myfelf, 
what / willy tha.t I do not wijh. No, my dear, 
I do not defire the abfence of Monf. de Ger- 
meuil. If any abatement in his friendfhip, if 
any diflatisfa&ion at my foli tary fxtuation, or i f my 

Vol. I E habitual 
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habitual melancholy fhould induce him to make 
his vifits lefs frequent, it would give me real 
uneafinefs. His prefence fufpends, foftens my 
pain, diffipates my languor, and gives life and 
motion to my fpirits : whether he fpeaks or 
keeps filence, my gloomy fadnefs leffens while 
he is near me5 it returns, it redoubles when 
he leaves fhe. After having repeated to my- 
felf all day long ; / ought not, I will not fee 
him any more ; I wait with impatience, the 
hour when I am to fee him ; if he lingers be- 
yond that, every inftaritfeemsofan insupportable 
length ; but if he comes before, I am pleafed 
with him, his impatience obliges me, and if 
I dared, I would thank him for it. 

From my earlieft infancy my regard for the 
Marquis de Germeuil has always been exceed- 
ing tender. It ufed to take up all my thoughts ; 
hut it gave me no pain — on the contrary, itadded 
to my happinefs : and you muft remember, my 
dear Hortenfia ! when the fight oftheMarquis d« 
Germeuil, invited us to pleafure ; the time is 
not long fince paired, when both of us cried 
out for joy, fo foon as he was announced at 
his aunt's. How comes it then that at prefent— 
Yes, I will preferve that friendfliip, though 
I am not at liberty to enjoy it. I give over 
the project of fpeaking to Monf. de Germeuil, 

and 
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and laying open my fears to him : I will ask 
nothing of him ; I will not banjfh hence the 
nephew of Madam d'Auterive ; I will not ufe 
*a # friend fo cruelly, .who is worthy of every 
regard from mej never, never, will 1 tell him, 
*ome no more. And why did I mean to tell 
him fo ? Am not I on the point of going to live 
with Madam de Moncenai ? You affure me 
I fhall be miferable there; what Signifies it, 
my dear - y I can fupport grief, forrow, humi- 
liation, but cannot offend the Marquis de 
Germeuil. I will not give him any juft grounds 
to complain of me; he ihall never accufe me 
of caprice ; he fhall nevqr fufpeft me of levity 
offentiment, or an inconftancy of inclination 
of which my heart and underftanding are 
equally incapable. 

Forgive me, my. dear, if I follow not a 
counfel which the moft generous friendship 
has dictated to you. I may engage with Ma- 
dam de Moncenai, without prejudicing the 
plan farmed for our common feliaty. As foon 
as you are in pofieffion of your ettate, I will- 
make you the arbiter of my condition. You 
•require my word of honour. Very well, my 
charming friend, I give it you, I promife, 
I fwear to my dear Hortenlia, to fubmit to 
every law which her noble heart ihall think fit 
to impofe on me, 

E 2 LET- 
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LETTER, XIII. 
"*" ♦ 

GOOD God ! what a furprize, what 
an emotion, do you occafion me ! What, 
how, whence comes it, why do you think, my 
dear ? — I cannot tell you whether your notions 
are juftly founded. I am little acquainted with 
the effect of a fentiment I have ever been taught 
to dread; I am ignorant whether my heart 
be fufceptible of. the paflion with which you 
think it affecled f ; I do not defire to infpire it ; 
I do not think I feel it : but you alarm me, by 
alluring me it is often concealed under the appear- 
ances of an innocent friendjhip. Aye ! and how long 
then have you been ftudying this dangerous 
paffion ? Who taught you the art to dif- 
cern an involuntary tendernefs ; an irreftftibU 
.inclination, from that calm peaceful affection, 
whofe "fweet and gentle impreffions, warm 
the hearts of relations and friends ? I do not 
remember ever to have heard you diftinguifh 
between thefe two kinds of attachment. 

Allow me to leave your embaraffing queftion 
unanfwered. I acquaint you with every met ion of 
my foul! Why, I do not endeavour to conceal 
them ! but if thefe emotions furprize me ; if 
they vary every moment 5 if their fiurce be a 

fecrct 
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; lecret even to myfelf, what can I pofllbly in- 
form you of ? 

I find' it impoffible to follow your advice. 
No, my dear, no ; I v/ill not found the depth 
of my heart; I will not dive into that of M. 
de Getmeuil : whither would the fruitlefs 
difcovery of hfs fentimcnu 9 or of my own? lead 
me ? The time was, when I could entertain 
hopes ; when failing prcjpetts amufed my va- 
cant hours. The happy need not fear giving 
a loofe to their imagination ; pleafing objefts 
meet their eyes j no cloud darkens the ground, 
of their brilliant picture ; but*forrow throws a 
gloomy veil over all our ideas : poffibly I 
might find new matter of affiidhon on ventur- 
ing to make fo imprudent a fearch : does it 
become me to fufrer my fancy to wander one 
(Ingle moment and to dwell on thefe vain, 
thefe afpiring illufions ? 

Could you, my dear Hortenfia ? — What a 
name do you gfve to the Marquis de Germeui!, 
my lover-, he! I /hall regret my lover? Ah 1 
it is enough to regret a tender, a faithful friend. 

Every thing confpires to feparate us ; foon 
we fhall fee each other no more. He is to 
accompany his mother to Granfon ; at his re- * 
turn, I (hall be with Madam de Moncenai ; and 
thus I (hall have facrificed the only pleafure of 
my life to decency, to duty 5 it muft be-~— 
E 3 Caaiiot 
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Cannot the confeioufnefs of having done ft^, 
comfort and relieve the oppreffion of my 
heart?— Sometimes I am inclined to inform 
Monf. de Germeuil, that he will not find me 
any more at this place. Bat in confeffing to 
him only fome of the reafons which deter- 
mine me to quit my abode, while I am forced 
to be filent on the principal one, I lhall 
be obliged to lay a greater ftrefs upon the 
others* To enter on the humiliating detail 
of my fituation \ to expofe my mifery,, or at 
leaft bring it back to his remembrance ! what an- 
fwerfhall I then make to his juft reproaches? He 
has tried every expedient to induce me to accept 
his offers, and to fecure me an independent efta- 
blifhment. — Oh ! it is not, as he imagines it, 
* cruel hzughtinefs which induces me to rejedfc his 
prefents. I could wifh to owe my fettlement 
to Monf, de Germeuil ; I could be glad to call 
him the author of my happinefs ! but the re- 
gard I owe my fex, will not give me leave to 
accept it at his hands. 

1 could wifh to forget what you have writ- 
teji to me. You have raifed uneafy refle£tions 
in my mind. I cannot help reading over again 

in fpite of me, that ftrange letter. Oh ! my 

Hojtenfia, beware of giving me any further in- 
formation. Give me leave to think, to believe, 
that there is no fentiment more warm, more 

tender^ 
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Under* more capable to engrofs a whok heart r 
than tbe iinccre regard, which it {hall ever be 
my delight to profefs for yoiu 



LETTER XIV. 

I Have this. moment received your obliging 
letter. My prefent difpofition of mind will 
not allow me to anfwer fo many interefting arti- 
cles. That which concerns Madam de Mon- 
cenai and the Countefs de Terville her mother, 
occafions me an extreme regret. How good 
was it in you, my dear, to procure all thefe 
informations. Alas ! your intelligence comes 
too late : I was introduced this morning, ac- 
cepted, and hiredy fo that in ten days timfc 
your forrowful friend will be no longer her 
own miftrefs. 

No words can defcribe the reluftance I felt 
in fuffering myfelf to be prefcnted at Madam 
de Moncenai's. I thought I had been more 
humble, and more refigned. How many cruel re- 
flections fucceflively followed each other; what 
mortifying ideas made me call down my eyes 
during the queftions of the Marchionefs to 
Madam de Beaumont ? To hear the humilia- 
ting conditions of my fervitude propofed ; the 
E 4 mention 
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mention of wages — Is it then true, my Hortea- 
fia? — But let us ftifle thefe laft remains of prrde. 
O my dear, to be mingled and confounded with 
the daughters of low mechanics, brought up 
to get money by the employment of their time; 
to become their companion, and to hope for no 
pre-eminence over them but by my fuperior 
(kill and diligence at my work — Do not fym-* 
pathize with me in my ill-timed grief-, let not 
the too vifible marks of my forrow on this 
paper, call forth your own tears ; affifl me to 
reprefs thefe emotions, doubtlefs veryblameable : 
for, who am I ? whence arifes this pride 
within me, which ajl my efforts have not hitherto 
been able to furmount ? I blufli at my. vanity,, 
at my unreafonablenefs. If the uncertainty of 
my condition were known, the meaneft of 
thefe girls, whom I cannot bear to look on as 
my equal, might poffibly difdain the title of 
companion, which I now grudge her. 

How foon (hall 1 be forced to regret that 
fellowfhip in forrow fo formed to alleviate it ! 
what ! Monf. de Germeuil — But he is going; 
he leaves me j I fhall perhaps never fee him 
ajain J my heart is oppreffed. I wiih — 
But what wifh am I allowed to form? Fare- 
well, my dear, I cannot explain myfelf any 
further. The more I lay open to you my 
bmken heart, the more I (hall affli& yours. 

LET- 
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LETTER XV. 

IHaften to write to you y to lay before you 
the perplexing foliation of my mind, and to 
afk your falutary counfels j but I know not 
whether the agitation of my thoughts, the 
inconceivable' uneafinefs of my foui, will al- 
low me to inform you of the caufe of $ho& 
conflicts whofe violence I experience. 

Oh my dear, what bright profpecls open 
before my eyes, what flattering aflurances! 
what engaging offers ! you are not miftaken.; 
the Marquis de Germeuil — But I am unable 
to proceed ; I can hardly fetch my breath ; 
my hand trembles. I cannot compofe myfelf. 

O my clear-fighted friend, you told me 
true — I fubmit my conduct to your better 
underftanding j guide me in the moft impor- 
tant affair of my life ; determine my fate* 
that of the Marquis de Germeuil. His hap- 
pinefs depends, he tells me, on my anfwer. 
— I dread — I hefitate — No, I dare not decide 
the fate of that lovely man, of that endearing 
friend. But muff I call him by that name 
ftill? No, I dare not take upon me to be 
the fovereign difpoferof his happinefs* 

E 5 Evtr 
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For thefe two hours paft I have been entirely 
loft to myfelf. At fix, I had given over all 
hopes of ever feeing the Marquis % I thought 
him gone. He had left me the evening before 
with fo much concern ! his eyes bathed in tears r 
his fighs fuppreffed, and the tone of his voice fa 
changed \ all confpircd to perfuade me he had 
taken his laft farewell \ never, never fliall I 
fee him more. Sorrowful, dejedted, incapa- 
ble of any application* I abandoned myfelf 
to the moft affli£tfng thoughts, when the dooF 
opened \ my heart beat, . I turned my head, I 
perceived the Marquis. His prefence at once 
furprifed and overjoyed me : I rofe up in hafte; 
I ran to meet him - y I cried out, is it you, is 
it really you ? 

Pleafure was painted on his countenance. 
He repeatedly cried out; how pleafing, how 
affefiing is this reception \ Oh ! my charming 
coufin, how have I wiihed to difcover in your 

eyes the remains of their wonted vivacity ! 

But could you poflibly think me gone ? What ! 
leave my deareft friend without one farewell ; 
without being fure of her inclinations ? 

You cannot poflibly conceive the ftrange 
awkward fituation of my mind.. I nfuft confefs 
to you that this fpeech, fimple and natural 
as it may appear, threw me into the utmoft 

coh- 
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confufion ; I flood confounded, unable to ut- 
ter a word. 

Monf. de Germeuil placed hifnfelf by me ; 
he viewed me for a long time with a moft in- 
terefting look y and feizing one of my hands,, 
prefied it tenderly j and in a low but animated? 
voice, I fet out, my dear coufin, I leave you to-i 
morrow— He flopped.- Yes, I fet off conti-* 
nued he, but fhall I bear along with me the 
fad reflection - of leaving you alone, without 
help, without fupport ? His fighs again, 
flopped his voice : once,, faid he,. I thought my- 
felf a favoured friend. Am I then to live ever 
precluded from the rights attached to that 
dear title? Your obftinate refufal— -Indeed" 
you know not how much' you afflid me ! 
- He rofe, went towards the window ; and came: 
back to me ; I am acquainted with all your, 
fchemes, faid he.. Pauline has difcovered them 
tome : if you do not wifli to pierce my heart 
with a thoufand cruel pangs, you will give 
them over, you will place more confidence in. 
me ; you will acquiefce in the little plan which, 
this honeft girl, who is entirely attached to you 
and to your true intereft, approves, and is to* 
communicate to you. 1 would have interrupted: 
him; he cried out. with earneftnefs, give me- 
leave for once to exprefs my ientiments with* 

• ■ freedom;:- 
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freedom ; I have long impofed on myfelf a moft 
rigorous filence; I refpedied your tears; I par- 
took in your forrow j I have lamented in fe- 
9iet that noble but cruel pride which, made 
yon reject my offers, and prefer the moft wretched 
rcfources, a painful laborious employment 
to. the affiftance of a friend ^ of a relation L 
and — a tender relation. For ftill I look on you 
as attached to me by the ties of blood : thefe 
ties fo dear I will ftrengthen, by ftill fweere* 
and more lafting ones* O my lovely coufin ! 
mark my fecret fentiments ; # hear my vows, 
my refolution, my love,mypaffion — Blufhnot, 
Sophy, let no fear, no uneafineft trouble that 
delicate frameof foul, that forthe world I would 
not alarm ; fufpect not my purpofes, nor 
doubt one moment, the purity of my afFe£tiom 
Madam d'Auterive defigned you for me: fhe 
l^ad refolved our union : Oh ! her will is dear* 
is facred to me * I reft my whole happinefs in 
obeying it ; I atteft her memory, 1 fwear it 
to the heirefs pf her virtues, 

O Hortenfia, a rapid emotion unfelt before^ 
poured into my heart pleafing delight, tran- 
iporting joy, and moft delicious fenfations! 
the remembrance of all my afflictions vanifhed • 
the idea of my humiliation, of my mifery, dif- 
appeared all on a fudden : It looked as if I 

had . 
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had recovered my former happy ftate : trans- 
ported beyond myfelf, I feized th$ hands of the 
Marquis, I prefled them between mine; my 
ready lips were opening to all the efFufions 
of gratitude,, friendfhip, efteem, veneration. 
— Yes* my dear, that moment he filled me 
with veneration: but raifing my down-caft 
eyes on him, a fecret fhame withheld me ; I 
could not bear the fire — of his — : forced to 
turn afide my own, fpeechlefs, confounded, I 
fighed; a ftrong palpitation made me fear tQ 
fall fenfelefs into his arms. 

You are filent, my lovely Sophia, replied 
Monf« de Germeuil* you caft down your eyes* 
you will not fuffer me to read your foul ! Very 
Wvll ; 1 do not infift on a formal confent, it 
would be too much for the delicacy of my mo- 
deft friend ; but permit me to interpret that 
fweet confufion in my favour ; do not -difap- 
point the hopes it gives me ; allow me to in- 
dulge the flattering idea : I fhall go away fatis^ 
fed; I will wait the confirmation of your 
goodnefs and condefcenfion, at Granfon ; you 
know my fincerity ; I will not pour forth ufe. 
lefs proteftations, and vain oaths ; I azn a flrangec 
to the language of fedu&ion. I love, I adore 
you ; I always loved you. If fome qualities 
diftingutfh me from the common run of men ; 

if 
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if I have not the vices too juftly imputed to 
youth ; if I have fled thofe vile amufements,. 
whofe charms are fo powerful on that age, I 
owe the re&itude of my morals, to the ardour 
of pleafing you,, to the defire of deferving.you y 
to the hope of obtaining you :. yes, ever fince 
my childhood, Sophia is the wife chofen by 
my heart; Oh! if her's partake of my ten- 
dernefs ; if in labouring for my own. felicity, 
I can promife myfelf to fecure her% I fee no- 
thing in the univerfe capable of flopping me in 
my projects,, and of oppofing my forming thofe 
ties which I bura to enter into. 

Nothing, cued I : what, will Madam de 
Germeuil confent to beftow the name of your 
wife on an unhappy ftranger, on the obje& of 
her difdain,her hatred, and her contempt? Can 
you forget, fir, your birth, and the uncertainty 
of my condition ! Is the woman fo much as 
known whom you can venture to chufe for 
your companion ? So many prejudices to be 
overcome, fo many obstacles to furmount— - 
I have forefeen every thing, confidered every 
thing, replied he with warmth ; do not de- 
bafe yourfelf in your own efteem by the no- 
tion of an imaginary inequality between us : 
my advantages are but fmall, compared with 
the gifts you hold from nature. If my intrea- 

ties,' 
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ties, if the moft preffing inflances cannot 
determine my mother ta prefer my happinefs tov 
the ambitious views which have made her feet 
an alliance with Mfcdemoifelle de Sauve, I will 
facrifice the hopes of her fortune without re~ 
gretj. I will undergo the punifhment of a 
voluntary fault : my mother may deprive me of 
her fortune, but the pofleffion of what alone is 
dear to roe will indemnify me. for the lofsV 
In fix months I fiiall be rnafter of a pretty 
eonfiderable inheritance^ and at liberty to enter 
into engagements beyond the controul of au- 
thority; then, will! fly to lajr my heart 
and fortune at your feet. Happy, a thoufand 
times happy, if my dear Sophia vouchfafe to* 
fiacond my defires, and to compleat my hopes,, 
by the gift of that hand on which. I fwear 
never to accept any other. I ftrove to with- 
draw my hand* I would have fpoken : not a. 
fingle objection, faid he, in the moftpaffionate 
accent, except it arife from your indifference,. 
from an invincible averfion to me. Sophia, 
my dear Sophia ! do you then, hate me? I was 
'dumb, for how could I poffibly anfwer that 
queftion ? 

He looked on me with tendernefs y he held 
niy- hands; he kuTed them ; I felt them wet 
with his tears, nor was I able to fupprefs 
my own. I leave you, O my Sophia, he 
repeated, I am going — I leave you to your re- 
3 fle&ions, 
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fie&ions, continued he ; call to mind your 
former goodnefs. With what impatience fhall 
I expedt a line from- your hand* Pauline will 
fpeale to you. Lend an obliging attention to 
that girl ; fhe will fpeak to you about me;, 
my defigns, the plan neceflary for your tran- 
quillity, and for my repofe. Farewell, farewell, 
my charming, coufin. After pronouncing thefe 
words, he rpfe up. haftily, and hiding his face, 
he quitted my room with precipitation. 

I remained a long time jn the place where he 
had juft left me, my eyes fixed on the door, 
. without motion, and almoft without breath. 
An extreme effufion of tendernefs followed this 
fufpenfion, as it were, of all my faculties, till 
at length tears flowing, even with pleafure, 
brought me to myfelf: I repeated tomyfelfall 
the expreffions of Monf. deGermeuil \ while gay 
jllufions, fmiling images, accompanied my fcnfe 
of gratitude. Complete the wijhes of Monf. de 
Germeuil? I complete his wifhes ! can I then 
beftow on him the only pcffeffion he values ? I 
make him happy ? — Oh ! anfwer me quickly, 
my dear Hortenfia, anfwer me in all the fm- 
cerity of your heart : what would you do ? 
I know what I would wifh to do myfelf, but 

know not what I ought to wiih for." 

» 
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LETTER XVI. 

HO W melancholy my folitude is become 
to me, my dear friend, what fullen 
fclence reigns around me, how long the hours 
kem ! alas ! why fhould I wifh them to pafs 
quicker away? They will neither bring me 
pleafure nor comfort. 

1 this morning received a very tender note 
from Monf. de Germeuil : he bids me fare- 
well; and begs, preffes, nay conjures me to 
permit Pauline to execute the orders he has 
given her- With what goodnefs does he . 
enter into the inoft minute particulars j you 
may judge of it by the following articles. 

" Air and exercife appear to me abfolutely 
** neceflary, in order to remove the extreme 
w weaknefs of Mademoifelle. de Yaliere ; you 
u will engage her to retire to the houfe I have 
" hired in , her name. You know the Bailiff; 
" he has received my orders, and you are 
" acquainted with my intentions". 

" You will endeavour to prevail with Ma- 
lL dcmoifelle de Valiere to refume her ufual 
" amufements. She will find in the pavilion 
41 next the river, her pencils* drawings, cray- 
" ons, harpilchord and lute, her mufic and 

"her 
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" her two cafes of books : I had them bought 
Ct at my aunt's fale, in order to reftore them to 
• c her, when in a condition to take them home"* 

" Your niece is to wait on her as formerly* 
" In the mean time the Bailiff and his wife will 
" undertake the reft of the bufinefs till my 
" return". 

" If Mademoifelle de Valiere difcover any 
" relu&ance to be dire&ed by my advice ; if 
" her heart refufe its confent to the ardent 
tc wifhes of mine ; if fhe cannot relifh a propofal 
« c formed for our common happinefs ; if her in- 
• 4 difference make her feparate her intereft from 
" mine; if fhe will not confent to inhabit a 
" place where every objeft muft trace out mf 
" care and tendernefs ; obtain of her at leaft that 
" fhe deprive me not of the only comfort capa- 
■ c ble of foftening her refufal. This* would be 
" a cruelty which I cannot allow myfelf to fuf- 
u pett in a foul fo noble, fo generous as herV\. 

c * Madam d'Auterive intended to fecure to 
«« Mademoifelle de Valiere a part of her far- 
«« tune; you have given.me proofs of it. What 
" is to devolve to me one day, as my (hare of 
•* her fucceffion is what I think I cannot in 
" juftice appropriate to myfelf. I fhall therefore 
ct accept it as a truft ; *it will pafs through my 
«« hands, only to return to Unoriginal deftination^ 
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" I befeech Mademoifelle de Valierc would 
" pleafe to accept of the pocket book * which 
" accompanies my letter. I conjure her to keep 
" it as a fmall advance of a fum which belongs 
" to hen I did not dare to prefent it to her 
u myfelf. You know how cruelly her obftinate 
€C and continual refufal has pierced my heart. 
" When my fentiments, and my intentions are 
" once known to her, I fliould look on the 
" leait mark of miftruft as an aggravating 
u circumftance of her contempt, which would 
u cjrive me to defpair. 

* 6 Lay out aH your zeal to ferve me in an 
** occafion where your fuccefs will entitle you 
<" to every mark of my gratitude. / Put Ma- 
" moifelle de Valicre in mmd that I expeft 
" to hear from her, and that with the utmoft 
*' impatience. Urge her to grant me thii fir* 
u vour, fo paffionately defired, &c. &e." 

Write to him, my dear ! O my God I 
what fhall I fay to him I Ifbtr heart rtfufe 
its unfent U the- axdsnt wijbes a/* /»*;*— Can he 
think, can he believe? -Why was I not botfn in the 
bigheft rank ; why do 1 not poflefs all the trea~ 
Aires of the earth ! this hand which he vouch- 
safes to aft, which he vouchsafes to defire — 
Generous GermeuH! let it not pnee enter 
thy thoughts that a poor friendlefs girl, lofes 

' herfelf 

* In th* French idiom, implies its contests, as India boad^ 
the notes of public notaries. Ac, 
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herfclf in the(e vain wifhes ; no, £he is net 
deftined to make thee happy : drive away the 
remembrance of the unfortunate creature, 
whom thou honoured with (o tender a fenti- 
ment. Fate, by humbling her, hath torn from 
her every hope of being thine. 

But I cannot write ; I find rr.yfelf born away 
, by the impulfe of my foul ; I muft give vent to , 
my tears, and abandon myfelf to my melan- 
choly thoughts j they redouble every moment ; 
become more and more bitter ; pity me, I am 
truly miferable, a thoufand times more mifc- 
rable than I thought I could be. 

LETTER XVII. 

FA R fromanfweringmyexpeaatior^yoiif 
letter furprizes, troubles, vexes me. I 
was in hopes the conformity of our principles 
would baveinfpired you with couhfels capable 
of confirming me in a refolution already form- 
ed : whence comes it, whence comes it, my 
dear, we do not think alike b Fniendfhip fug- 
gefls that advice. I believe it. Bat then that 
friendfhfp may prepoffefs you, may deceive you, 
and I am fare my reafon does not miflead 
me. * . 

Have you maturely examined the fituation 
~ r Moiif. de Germeuil and mine. You con- 

fidfer 
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fider me alone ; you fee my intereft, but are 
blind to his; you can eafily remove all thofe 
difficulties which you apprehend I Jhall look on as 
injur mount able obftades. 

I have nothing to objecl: to your praifes of 
the Marquis, I do juftice to his chara&er ; I 
am well acquainted with the noblenefs of his 
heart. The fenfibility oT his nature, his good- 
nefs, his candor endeared him to me, from the 
firft moment that my reafon taught me to dif- 
cern his amiable qualities. I have no fort of 
doubt as to thefmcerity of his attachment , or the 
furity of his intentions', but will friendfliip, gra- 
titude, duty, honour, allow me to accept of 
his hand? I Jhould make him happy. You think 
I fhouid. For one moment I had the fame re- 
ducing idea myfelf j buttocomply with his requejl' 9 
tocompleat his u>ijhes> would be to deliver him 
over to an eternal repentance for having enter- 
tained thofe wifhes fo contrary to his true hap-, 
pinefs. 

What ! my dear Hortenfia, (hall I reward 
fo unbounded an affe&ion with an improper 
compliance. Shall I confent to blaft the hopes 
of Monf. de Germeuil ? What I ? Shall I 
occafton the facrifice of the greateft part of his 
fortune ? Shall I expofe him to the anger, the 
fury, the vengeance of that irritated mother? 
Shall I deprive him of die eftcem of his friends, 

and 
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and thego*d-willof his relations? Shall I blend 
his fortune with that of an unhappy woman, 
and carry into his houfe that mifery which 
purfues me ? Shall the Marquis de Germeuil 
be wanting in his duty to himfelf j C9mmit a 
voluntary faulty and bear its punijbment ! — O let 
him preferve his numberlefs advantages ; may 
they form the durable felicity of his life ; may 
he be loved, cherifhed, revered ! May the fad 
Sophia never caft a blemifh on his glory, nor 
flop his career tothofe dignities which his rank 
and fortune prom ife him. You fay he will 
forget me ; why, if he does, my dear, I fliall 
perhaps weep in fecret ; but then I can fay to 
myfelf, in all the fweet fatisfaftion of a heart 
free from remorfe, that amiable man, that ge- 
nerous friend, has received at my hands the 
reward due to his noble diiintereftednefs. 

We ought not to /aerified our/elves to confedera- 
tions which may prove vain* I believe my own 
to be juft. I will fay no more ; I look on it 
as an indifpenfable duty to refufe the offers of 
Monf. de Germeuil. " It is not reafonahk to re- 
jeft the favours of fortune. I allow it; other 
circumftances might render me more complying 
with your advice, and give me lefs reluct- 
ance to contract fuch great obligations. 

If Monf. de Germeuil were arrived at that 
time of life when experience, knowledge of 

the 
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the world, and of one's felf, generally determine 
our way of thinking ; if he were matter of his 
aaions ; if his principles, confirmed and known, 
could give his conduct the appearance of a 
reflected . choice, and of a preference fhewn to 
thofe eftimable qualities, which in the eyes of 
a difcerning world, will always carry it againft 
fortune, birth, and every other reputed advan- 
tage, I fhould riot hefitate a moment j I 
would accept the honour he condefcends to 
offer inc ; my whole life Ihould be fpent in the 
deraonftration of my gratitude ; in juftifying 
his goodnefs to me, by my conduft, by my 
affiduity, and by a continual attention to pleafe 
and to oblige him. 

But the Marquis is young : were I to con- 
fent to this unequal union, we fhould both be 
condemned for our imprudence, without a hear- 
ing by that prejudice fo common againft thofe at 
our time of life. Far from ennobling the ob- 
ject of his love, Monf. de Germeuil would 
expofe her to the moil rigid, perhaps the moft 
cruel cenGire ; he would be thought indifcreet 
I ihould be accufed me of interefted views • 
while he would be looked on as aweakfeduced 
young man : and indeed, why ihould they think 
otherwife ? In a cafe where two perfons concur 
in breaking through the laws of fcciety, he 

whe 
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who derives the moft advantage from their com- 
mon fault, muft naturally incur the greateft 
. fhare of blame : would you have your friend 
fufpefled of double-dealing and artifice — would 
you wifli Madam de Germeuil fhould reproach 
her, and with reafon, with an haughty ingrati- 
tude? 

It is in confequence of thedeepeft refle&ion, 
and the moft painful conflict, that I am come 
to a firm refolution never to give my hand to 
Monf. de Germeuil^ and to deftroy all his hopes. 
It is my duty, I am determined on it, but I am 
at a lofs how to write to him. How (hall I 
fay to him, forget her who is for ever bound to 
you by every tie of gratitude ? I begin, I blot 
out; my heart relents in the very firft lines > 
tears flop my hand ; when a little calmed, I 
refume my pen, but cannot pleafe myfelf with 
any expreflions. That I fhould be forced to 
afflift him ! the amiable Germeuil ! Not vfingle 
obje&ton, faid he, except it arifefrom an invincible 

averjicn to me O God ! what will he think ? 

— Farewell, my dear Hortenfiaj may you ne- 
ver feel the uneafmefs which I do. 

One in the Morning. 
Before I feal my letter, I muft fubjoin a 
copy of what I have written to Monf. de Ger- 
meuil. And yet I know not whether I fhall 

have 
2 
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fcave refolution enough to fend ft ; it will 
appear very difobliging, and poflibly cruel ! 
He will be angry with me, and how fhall « 

I bear that thought ? but it muft be. 

Will hot the confeioufnefs of having done 
my duty leflen the grief which overwhelms 
me? 



Sophia de Valiere^ 
To Monf. de GermeuiL 

<* T Am extremely unhappy, Sir, not to be 
" able to give you thofe proofs I could 
" wifli of my gratitude. The honour you 
** are pleafed to intend an unfortunate young 
" creature, as it muft ever be prefent to 
« my memory, fo will it always he my great- 
w eft comfort under my affii&ions ; will en- 
" g a g e me to watch over my conduit, to 
" approve it fuch as that you need not bluflx 
" in fecret at the generous refolution you 
" exprefied to make me your wife. ' 
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** In happier times, the nephew of Ma- 
*< dam d'Auterive, would have found in me 
. " an acquiefcence capable of flattering, of 
" accomplifliing all his wifhes ; but in that 
« low ftate to which I am reduced, to avail 
*« myfeif of your kindnefs, would be to abufc 
« it, to betray you, to juftify the hatred of 
" your relations, and to expofc myfelf to 
" the indignation of all thofe who love 
« you. By placing me in this humble con- 
" dition, fate feems to trace out to me the 
« path where I am 'to walk; I jcannot leave 
« it without lofing myfelF. It becomes you, 
«* Sir, to travel in a different road. 

« To enter into no other engagements ; to 
«« to live folitary and unknown ; to keep *live 
" the remembrance of your kind intentions; 
« to pray for your happinefs; thefe, Sir, 
« are the only marks of efteem, attachment 
" and gratitude, 1 am at liberty to (hew 
« you. 

" Forced to beg of you never to fee me 
« more, and to defire to be forgotten by 
«« you, may I ftill prefume to allure you of 
« my fincere, my conftant, my eternal rp- 

" gard ? 
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* f gard ? Oh ! be not angry with me* nor 
" blame a young woman who ta already too, 
" too miferable ; believe me, Sir, had it not 
" been for the change in my ntuatkm* 
" you would never have had caufe to re* 
V preach me with that of my heart," 
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LETTER XVIII. 

YO U difpleafe, you make me angry, my 
dear Horterifia ! Oh ! fear it not, your 
xemonftrances do not hurt me, tut the re- 
proaches which follow them affect me fen- 
fibly. Several expreifions in your letter would 
throw me into the bitternefs of repentance, 
if I were not fure I had conducted myfelf 
by principles never made to infpire it. 

I never thought my under/landing fuperior 
to yours, or that I was better acquainted with 
my duty than MonC de Germeuil ; 1 never 
pretended to point out his to him ; but flattering 
myfelf I was lefs partial, I thought myfelf 
in a better condition to form a right judg-. 
ment of his fituation, and of my own, with 
the future cojifequences to us both with 
which fo inconfiderate a ftep was likely to 
be attended. 

You tell me that the laws of the pro- 
vince* in which his eftate lies, put him 

* Ncrmandy. 
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in poffcffion at one and twenty, of that 
part of his fortune \ but can- they exempt 
him from that refpeft which he owes to 
himfelf ? Do they allow him to enter into 
engagements beyond the control of authority ? 
Can they fhelter him from the juft indig- 
nation of Madam de Germeuil ? As (he may 
diflnherit him at pleafure, do you not 
imagine flie will punifh him to the utmoft 
extent of her power? 

We pardon, you fay, all the faults which 
love makes us commit. With my little expe- 
rience, I may venture to aflure you of the 
falfehood of that maxim, at leaft with regard 
to women. If the extreme violence of that 
paffion is admitted as an excufe for a kx 
who are encouraged by their education and 
natural boldnefs never to curb their paffions, 
and to facrifice every thing to the pleafure 
of indulging them j modefty, and that mo- 
deration, the ordinary portion of ours, pre- 
clude us from all claim to the like indul- 
gence ; it is an unequal conflict, my dear, 
where conqueft is made the indifpenfable 
duty of the more timid and weak. 
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I cannot anfwer your queftion ; I have 
never opened the pocket-book of Monf. de 
Germeuil; it is ft ill in the hands of Pau- 
line; fhe waits for his orders to tranfmit it 
him, and has promifed to deliver my anfwer 
on that article. 

You reproach me with negkSiingmy af- 
fairs: Since the death of my dear, my ho*- 
noured Prote&refs, it has been my moft 
ferious occupation to confult my true inte~ 
reft. Miftrefs of. my own condu&, and 
of .my will, in fpite of my misfortune, \ 
have not renounced the thoughts of con- 
ciliating the afFe&ion of all about me, and 
of diftinguifhing myfelf, as far as I am 
able, in this ftate of dereU&ion and poverty. 
A fantaftic idea, which my reafon re jeSi* 
but my heart adopts, would perfuade me not 
to look on myfelf as a fricndlefs girl, whofe 
conduft is a thing indifferent to every bodyi 
but as a young perfon removed for a time 
from her family, whom her relations have 
placed in the arms of poverty, as in a ftate. 
of probation. Influenced by this thought,. 
I will hold myftlf always in readinefs* to. 

give 
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give an exact account erf my actions, ancf 
in every circumftance of my life, before I 
yield to the fuggeftions of my heart; I 
will ask ittyfelf what anfwer Jhould I mate 
were I to be afked the motives which determined 
me? 

1 will fubmit to your own reflections* 
my dear, this difobligtng refufal to lie under 
any obligations to my moft tender friend. Can 
I f with decency, accept the fervices of Monf. 
de Germeuil ? live under the " protection 
©f fo young a man ? owe my dependance 
to him? inhabit* a fpacious and pleafant 
country feat, where every objeel would trace 
out his care and tends rnefs ? How could I 
avoid his company ? With what right could! 
1 ihut the door of his own boufe againft 
him ? Would it not be highly imprudent to- 
fuperadd the fenfe of a juft gratitude to that 
lively and endearing friendfhip which you 
yourfelf calL dangerous t lie will think me 
infenfble ; he will ceafe to love me ; to think of 
me. And pray, who revealed to you this 
afflicting truth ? Is it by preferring his in- 
tereft to my own happinefs, that I have de- 
ferred his indifference? — What* fhall that 
F 4 friend- 
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ftiendfliip congenial with us both lie extin*- 
guifhed in his heart ? Oh, no, it will live in 
his as in mine for ever j he will never forget 
me : — you forewarn me that he will forget 
me J you feem, my dear, to lay a great ftrefs 

on this. Yes, my letter is gone ; for the 

future direft yoUrs to the Hotel de Terville ; 
Madam de Moncenai lodges at her mother's* 



LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

YOU are not indulgent enough to a 
heart whofe fecret motions you think you 
know. When I become better acquainted with 
my own real inclination, I fhall repent the fa- 
crifice I have made ; it fhall prove the fource 
of eternal hittemefs \ I fhall reproach myfelf 
every day of my life fhall having hlajled my 
own hopes, and filed with grief the heart of a 
generous man. 

With grief! how the cruel word pierces 
me to the heart ! But why, my dear Hor- 
tenfia, why, tell me ? — why do you ftrive ? 
— do not endeavour to perfuade me«- — 
Oh ! never prefent to my idea the fad image 
of Monf. de Germeuil, afflicled, deeply af> 
flicled! rather repeat to me, he will forget 
youy he will not think of you ; I prefer, with- 
out hefitation, the mortifying certainty of 
being banifhed from his remembrance to the 
afflicting thought of having filed his heart 
with grief 

F S Let 



Let us banifli, for the future, a fubje££ 
which affects us in fo different a manner ; 
I cannot think of Monf. de Germeuil j of 
fcis proffers, and of my misfortune, without 
feeling myfelf opprefled j. without fheddmg 
tears : and I am no longer at liberty to- 
allow my heart this unavailing comfort. 

2 have been thefe five days at the Hotel 
de Terville : in the morning I wait on the 
young Marchionefs j I fit down to worfc- 
with her, and often at the fame frame ; all 
this while I am obliged to ftifle my fighs r 
and conceal my deep fadnefs. After dinner,. 
I am employed in a long gallery in fuperih- 
tending the work of a number of young 
girls, very aukward in mixing their {hades* 
Madam de Moncenai's maids are bufied here 
in winding the filks r in fharing among thenv 
the bobbins of worfted, and in diftributing 
the gold fpangles to thofe who are to work 
them up. A noify mirth reigns every where - r 
fome fing, others, laugh : the final! time I 
am obliged to fpond there, appears ex tremely 
long and difagreeable r 

You 
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You are in hopes Madam de Moncenai 
will dijiinguijb me by her particular notice of 
nu\ no fuch thing j her coldnefs and indiff- 
erence render her incapable of /uch conde- 
fcenfim as yon mention* It is not her's, but 
Madam la Conttefie de Terville's good graces 
that muft be cultivated. This laft lady is- 
ftill in the country, and no body here feenu 
to defire her return. 

But I am in hafte as I find I am called 
4own : I might have had a letter from Moa£ 
de Germeuil yefterday ; I know not whether 
I wifbed it, or feared it, but my heart beat 
within me all day long. Is it becaufe he 
may write no more ? What never f— - Oh,. 
Hofteafia, do you think (hat he will never 

write to me ? I wifli Oh ! I know not 

fefeat I wife ; all my ideas clafh and de- 
ftroy each other ; I cannot fix them. Fare- 
weU> my dear, continue to love me. 



LET- 
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LET T E R XX. 

I Sincerely congratulate you on the ad- 
vantage you have lately obtained. I look 
on it as an happy pmen of your gaining your 
law-fuit. That provifion once granted, will 
enable you to reimburfe your coufin all flie 
has advanced for you, I can eafily conceive 
the kind of relief you fpeak of: You are 
in the right,' there is perhaps fome cunning 
in lending with an ill grace. We may pof- 
fibly weaken the fenfe of gratitude in our 
.debtors, but then we make theua extremely 
eager to get out of oar debt* 

Can you afk me if I am Jatisfied with 
the choice I have fixed on? You, whofe foul 
is fo fenfible, fo delicate^ were you not 
.apprehenfive, . my dear, of teazing me by 
fuch a queftion ? Does it not carry the mark 
of a reproach ? Formerly you never ufed to 
accufe me of obftinacy. Can we properly be 
faid to choofe, when neceffity impofes that 
choice ; when it leaves us but one path to 
proceed in ? 

So 
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So near, and yet fo far removed from my 
firft condition, how fhould I be fatisfied? 
Every thing that prefents itfelf to my eyes,' 
recalfe the idea of Madam d'Auterive's 
houfe: I fpend the "day in a magnificent 
apartment ; pomp, fplendor and riches, ftiH 
.fhine around me ; my eyes ftill view the 
.fame obje&s, but thefe no longer make the 
.fame impreffion: the little fatisfa&ion they 
give me is a fufficient leflbn how different 
.the property in any thing is from the mere 
. enjoyment* 

Pleafuresy you tell me, will foon reign 
at Granfon, nothing but feftivity : Madam de 
Sauve is to4>eof the party : your coufin/ir*- 
fees an approaching alliance between the two 
.families: And why, ray dear, why does this 
proje&ed alliance dijiurb you fo much? why 
occafion fo much uneafmefs? Mademoifelle de 
Sauve is well born ; fhe is rich : if heaven 
have deftined her to form the happinefs of 
Monf. de Germeuil, flie £hall have my moft 
ardent prayers; yes., in the fecret of my 
heart, I fliall love, I fhall cherifli the woman: 
who can make him happy. 

No, 
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No, indeed, he has not written to me. 
Does not his condud in this feem lingular,, 
and even capricious ? ' My refufal may have 
provoked him, I confefs ; but though I 
fhould have angered him, fhould he not have 
written to me ! Can friendfbip he extin>- 
guifhed in an inftant? Do there remain 
no traces of it ? mine fhall be more lafting* 
Certain to have deferved the eftfeem of Monf. 
de Germeuil, I did hope to obtain it ^ I 
flattered myfelf I fhould preferve it ; receive 
teftimonies of it, not very frequent, indeed, 
but tender comforting ones ; they would 
have fweetened all the troubles of my life ! 
His negledl,. his coldnefe, even his forge*- 
falnefs,. fhall never deftroy my firft fenti- 
ments*; I {hall always remember that the 
nephew of Madam d'Auterive did not fosfake 
me in my misfortune ; ' that he would have 
altered my fituation, and have made me 
happy ! Gratitude fhall engrave on the bot- 
tom of my heart his good intentions, troa- 
Jit&ry, indeed, l>ut honourable, — worthy the 
candor and generbfity of his foul. 

I have already told it you ; I fhould lofe 
j»j labour in endeavouring to make a friend 
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of Madam* de Moncenai ; I believe Rep 
neither capable of love nor hatred. It is 
Dot poffible to be prettier, and at the fame 
'time lefV amiable, than this lady. The care 
if her perfon is her fole occupation ; flie is 
fo taken up with herfelf ; forlktle capable of 
iaterefting herfelf for others ; fo tirefome 
with her perpetual repetitions of the trifling 
events which.concern her only ; fo fretful at 
Ae leaft alteration in her heakh; talks* 
fo much j and enters into fo minute a detail of" 
it ; her accounts are fo tedious, fo difguft- 
ing, that flie tires out her very women : 
cold and infipid, her beautiful and regular 
features fliew no marks of the leaft emo- 
tion; flie will be to-day what fhe was yef-~ 
terday ; and to-morrow will find her in the" 
fame difpofition. Amidft the grand circle flie 
lives in* flie makes no diftin&ion of perfons y 
the commerce of the world, and fafliiory 
guide her in every every thing, and I doubt 
whether fhe ever made one fingle reflexion 
•n the little devain of fociety, though fhe 
obferves them all very pundhially. 

The abfence of her hufband, now in Pro* 
vence, whither he is gone to take pofleffion 

o£ 
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of a Coniiderable inheritance, fubje&s her 
conduct to the authority of the Countefs de 
Terville. Happily for the young Marchir 
onefs it is nearly the fame thing to follow 
her own inclinations* or to be guided by 
thofe of other people. 

Farewell, my dear, Hortenfia, may you 
experience, in the fequel of your affairs, 
the fame good fortune you met with laft 
tuefday. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXI. 

*T7 HE N the mind is rejllefs and diflatit- 
* * fied, it is-fome kind of amufement^ yow 
fay, to form dijlant wijhes y to dirett ail our 
ideas to one objeff, to divert the hours of our 
retirement with the illufiom of a deep, nay, even 
pleafing, melancholy. Indeed, my dear, for 
fome time paft you have found out amufer* 
ments of a very extraordinary nature j but I 
will not attempt to penetrate into the fecrets 
of your heart : when ever you pleafe, I 
fliall comprehend this- myfterious language, 
and then the veil under which you conceal 
your fentiments, will be removed. 

If it is an amujement to firm dj/lant wijhes y 
if is not always an advantage to fee them 
. accomplifhed. The inftant that brings on 
the accomplifhment of our defires, often 
deftroys a flattering expe&ation, robs us of 
a pleafing hope, and delivers us over to that 
anxiety which a ftate of doubt and uncer- 
tainty kept at a diftance* 

I mult 



( *H > 

I muft confefs, I was paffionately defirous 
to receive a letter from Monf. de Germeuil ; 
I will confefs more ; I imagined I had a 
right to the gratitude of a friend, whofe prof- 
fers I reje&ed, from fentiments, rather 
tender than generous. The care of hts 
happmefs alone interefled me v his fortune, 
his duty, the fear of making him lofe the 
fmalleft advantages he enjoyed, were the ob- 
ject of my nioft ferious reflections, Thefe 
alone determined my conduct, and if I did 
fet before your eyes and my own, all the 
inconveniencies that might affedl myfelf; 
awaken every appreheniion of the future, 
and open. to my view all the fad confe- 
rences of my compliance, thofe were only 
arts to confirm and ftrengthen me in my re- 
folution of parting for ever with thofe ideas 
of felicity, whofe too feducing image re- 
turned every inftaat to my troubled thoughts* 

I have received the anfwer expected with 
to much emotion and impatience j I could 
wifh j yes, I could wife it were ftill the 
object of my hope*— of my defire : or rather, 
I wifli I had never feen Monf. de Ger- 
meuil 



mcuil again, never admitted his vifits, neves 
written to him,. 

And why am I not at leaft free, in. my 
prefent difagreeable fituation ? why am I. 
not permitted Jo think, to act,, without be- 
ing ex pofed to complaints, rather too fevere ;., 
to unjuft reproaches ? Who has fiibjefled 
my conduft to Monf. de Germeuil i What, 
right has he to blame me i My engaging, 
with Madam de Moncenai offends* him ; he 
is hurt by this ftep $ he prefumes to accufe 
me ol' objlinacy, of miftrufty and almoft of 
ingratitude* How angry I am. with him ! 
Oh I muft MonL de GermeuiL be taught 
how guarded we flaould be, when we fpeait 
to the unhappy* whofe forrow and deje&ioiu 
is ape to dtfpofe the heart to interpret into 
an unkind and bitter fcnfe, every expreffioa 
that does not breathe the greateft gcntleneii 
and affeftioiu 

You involve me* he fay*, in that contempt 
you jujlly entertained of the relations of Madam 
d y Auterive ? Is it poffiMe he can think fo ? 
/ difdain his ajfiduity. I confound him with 

thoje: 
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fhofe who deferve my hatred •> my fentiments 
appear tender* my refolutions are cruel. Can 
the affetling promife of eternal friend/hip* agree 
with a defire to be forgotten* with a requejl 
never to fee me any more* and with the inhu- 
man refufal Pauline has jujl informed him of? 
He asks me what prayers I can prefume t* 
put up for him, whilji I take a pleafure in 
dejroying all his hopes of happinefs* and 
in rendering him the mojl unfortunate of men ? 

Is this reproach to be borne ? Oh, tnjr 
Hortenfia, is this love ? Is this the fen- 
timent which you think my heart toofufcep- 
tihle of ? It is a comfort to me to learn to 
diftinguifh its effe&s \ to aflfure myfelf that 
a paffion fa undifcerning, fa unreafonable, 
has not found admittance into my heart. 
And is it not this love which (huts the eyes 
of Monf, de Germeuil to his own intereft; 
it conceals from him the force and fince- 
rity of an affe&ion capable of facrificing 
every thing* — —I am vexed, I am morti- 
fied j were I to tell you all, you would 
partake in my anger. I knew he was warm,, 
but never fufpedted him capable of giving 

way 
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way to this kind of paffion, — He thinks 
I defpife him, that I hate him ! — Oh the 

ungrateful ! I will think no more of 

him. I will never write to him, no never* 

Farewell, my dear, my mind is not 
calm enough to enter into the particulars 
you defire of me. I am far from happy 
here : but in what place can I poffibly be 
fo? 



LET- 
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LETTER XXII, 

OH my dear, at what a time did I 
complain of Monf. de Germeuil ! 
Ala^i thofc angry expreffions, I was offend- 
ed with, were the effefl: of a dangerous de- 
lirium : the inoment he was writing to me> 
he was at the point of death* Oh Hor- 
tenfia 5 the very thoughts of it {hock me. 
— Oh my God ! to have loft him, loft him 
for ever !— What, then would nothing have 
remained of the moft perfect, of human be- 
ings, but a fad, and melancholy remem- 
brance. But he is abetter, he is well ; he 
will live; heaven vouchfafes to reftore him 
to the prayers of fo many hearts intefefted 
in his prefervation. 

Greatly vexed at hrs departure, and much 
indifpofed on the road, he arrived at laft 
at Granfon, in a burning fever. Soon did 
that terrible diftemper, whofe very name 
turns you pale, difcover itfelf, accompanied 
with every fymptom which indicates its 

malig- 
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malignity, and threatens death. The cries 
of lamentation filled the caftle where fa 
many diverfions were preparing. All thofe 
trifling friends,' whom the hopes of plea- 
fure had drawn together, quickly difperfed. 
None remained but the Countefs, who over-- 
came her natural horror of this contagious 
diftemper. Proftrate near the bed of the 
beloved patient, her eyes were bathed in tears, 
and her hands lifted up, imploring the affi- 
fiance of heaven. — Affectionate mother ! 
her fears, her love, her affiduity, her tears 
revive in me the fenfe of my former friend* 
Clip; Oh, I fhall love Madam de Ger- 
meuil? May the joy lhe has lately felt 
never be interrupted by the like apprehen- 
fions. 

One of the Countefs's fervants, who 
returned yefterday to Paris* with one of the 
Phyficians, called to the affiftance of Monk 
de Germeuil, gave Pauline a particular ac^. 
count of this event. This pernicious dif- 
temper has left no marks on the features of 
the Marquis, but his weakneis and redr>efs 
will detain him ftill a confufcrable time in 

the country* 

2 I can* 



1 cannot refleft, without the grcateft hor- 
ror, on the danger which threatened the 
life of the Marquis de Genneuil. What ! 
my dear, had they come and told me he is 
dead; he who partook in all the pleafures of 
my happy childhood ; the generous man, 
whofe friendship was never leffened by my 
fall, would have lived only in a broken 
heart. — Alasl we fuffer with impatience 
the misfortunes that befet us ; we weep, we 
lament, we think the evil irifupportable, and 
look on it as the greateft imaginable; and 
yet it is but too true that the greateft grief 
in our prefent apprehenflon may be fucceed- 
ed by a ftill greater. 

Forgive me, my dear, if in appearing 
entirely taken up with myfelf, and my owi* 
concerns, I incur the fufpicion of neg- 
lecting to intereft myfelf in yours. They 
are not the lefs prefent to my thoughts, you 
cannot poflibly doubt of it. They teaze you; 
pray who ? I am forry to fee you fatigued* 
tormented^ with all thefe folicitations, which 
you are obliged to continue. Do not aban- 
don yourfelf to this kind of dcfpondency : 

patience 
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patience is not one of the brilliant virtues; 
but my daily experience proves to ttte, that 
it is the only ufeful one to him, who is pof-^ 
fefled of it. How fliall I advife^you in re- 
gard to the projefts of your relation? A. 
man capable of choofing you without waiting". 
the decifion of your law-fuit, deferves at.' 
leaft the efteem' of my clear friend. '* This, 
difintereftednefs manifefts a noble heart, 
and yet his affiduity feems troublefome to 
you. Can it be that the addrefles of Monf. 
<TArclai, are difagreeable to you ?, And why 
fhould they make you urieafy ? You are in- 
dependent, and no body has a right to con- 
trol you. 

Your coufin is become lefs fivere: (he 
treats you with greater dtftinfiiwi* Well, 
my dear, make the moft of this s^grteable 
change ; without exammirtg the motive of 
her affichiities which yout&itifllm&/i obliging* 
tuna her good humour to your own account, 
and endeavour to keep it up by your com* 
piaofance. farewell, my good friend. 
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LETTER XXIIL 

YO U havereafon to complain of my 
filence; but then you ought not to 
he angry with me, my dear. It is true, I 
have not written to you thefe two pofts. 
Weafc, ill, yeked, not caring to interrupt 
my work, the fatigue of the day made me 
hufband the hours of the night; made me 
poftpone every occupation capable of driving 
away fleep from my heavy eyes. . My health 
grows better, but my heart is grieved, and 
my mind gives way to new vexations, 

I have received two letters from Monf. 
de Germeuilj they have fenfibly affe&ed 
me. He alks u\ypardon for having prefumed 
to write to me at a time when he was not him- 
felf\ he cannot recollett the exprejfions fallen 
from his pen in the height of his fever ; / return 
him no anjwerl has he been Ji unfortunate 
as to offend me? he trembles at the very idea 
if having been guilty. ' He is Jo if he has dif 
f leafed me j he is too feverdy punijhed by this 
long* this alarming Jilence ! no peevifh, no 

angxy 
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aagry expreffions, but the (Weeteft, kindeft 
reproaches ; complaints fo tender, prayers fo 
fubmiffive, fo warm ; a will fo determined 
to perfift in its purpofes ; fo much seal in 
combating, in overthrowing my frivolous 
objections. Fortune* titles* grandeur* have no 
charms for him : May I bfe all* and gain 
Sophia* and then this world can offer me nothing 
worthy to excite mj regret. 

Oh ! Hortenfxa, how defend myfelf agimft 
fo warm a paffion ? he will not believe me in- 
different to the happinefs of a man to whom 
I vow an eternal friend/hip y he challenges 
-- all thofe titles that I fhould have honoured htm 
with during the life of Madam d'Auterive, 

Into what a perplexity do my own ex* 
preffions throw me ! What can I fay to 
him? He hurries, he affii&s me. I know 
not what fecret power aflifted me to bear up 
againft his iiyuftice ; I am fure I find my* 
felf very weak againft his entreaties. — Oh I 
why fhould he love me ? by what fatality do 
the joy y the felicity of Monf. de Germeuil 
depend on an unfortunate girl 1 Alas ! I 
G 2 dare 
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dare not confider his love as a good ; it 
might make fome other fo happy ! What 
woman would not be overjoyed to reign 
over a heart fo tender, fo delicate. — Good 
. <Jod! what fhall I do, tell me then, my 
dear, what would you do ? 

. To my prefent ftate of uncertainty, un- 
cafinefs, and perplexity, is fuperadded the ap- 
prehenfion of being very foon under the ne- 
ceffity of feekihg fome other retreat. Ma- 
dam de Terville, who arrived twelve days 

I ftnee, has already convinced me, that her 
qhara&er had been but too faithfully drawn 
tp you. Her figure is difagreeable, her air 
vulgar 9 fte fpealcs loud, has an imperious 
tone, with the city manner ; is of a fufpi- 
cious . temper, and very four humour. It 
was with a kind of. affected furprife, very 
difobliging, and after feveral ufelefc and 
ill-natured queftions, that fhe gave me leave 
to continue nay ufual cuftom of retiring to 

[ i my room during meals. I had the mortifi- 
cation to hear her find fault with Madam 
de Moncenai, blame, her ridiculous conde- 
fatifion, w4 repeat ten times over, What y 

Madam 
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Madam de Btawnonfs niece not eat -hi the fer* 
wants ball! For what reafon^ I beftech you ? 

And yet, my youth, and perhaps other 
considerations, ought not to render this con-* 
defcenfion fo furprifing in the eyes of a lady 
who is perpetually boafting the regularity 
of her morals, and giving her own example 
•s a pattern for the whole family. 

From the moment fhe comes into the 
apartment of Madam de Moncenai,. I have 
the misfortune to fix her attention \ fhe puts 
me out of countenance with her looks; fhe 
humbles me by her expreffiens ; I have, fhe 
fays, neither the air nor the language of a girl 
accufiomed to live by her handiwork \ thofe 
about me feem mare like my maids than my 
companions. By this obfervation, you would 
imagine her inclined to think advantage- 
oufly of me j on the contrary, fhe thyiks 
very ill of me. To a difpofition extremely 
miftruftful, fhe adds a very unfavourable 
opinion of her fex ; It is faid her own expe- 
rience formerly taught her both the weak- 
nefc and frailty of it. I am unwilling to 
G 3 believe 
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believe \t r I was in hopes of being the 
obje£t of her indifference, and am forry to 
find myfelf the object of her curiofity. She 
has given, pofitive orders to watch all my 
a&ions. Cecily, a young woman attached 
to her, has had the good-nature to inform 
me of the .employment Madam hat honoured 
her with % as fhe terms it. I allured her 
(he might fulfil all the dutiea of it without 
offending me* 

Farewell, my dear Hortenfia, you are my 
only, my whole. comfort. How delightful 
is it to have fo tender, fo fympathizing ft 
friend \ to think that we may be one day 
united again : This hope fupporte and re* 
vives me in my moft melancholy moments \ 
it opens to me an happy futurity, if, how- 
ever, it be poffible for a heart fo violently 
agitated ever to recover that peace, that 
calm whence all happinefs proceeds. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

WHAT a ftraftge employment, my 
dear Hortenfia, to collect together 
ihfifcattered exprejfions in my Utters j to exa- 
mine them ; to put an interpretation on them 
natural enough, perhaps, but rather irkfome 
and grievous to your friend. Why deter- 
mine in your own mind; why endeavour to 
ferfitiuU me, to convince me, that, by a vo- 
luntary felf-delujion, I difguife and diffembli 
the real difpo/ition of my foul ? 

I, my dear, difguife the nature ofmyfenti- 
mentr to you! if there is afecret in my hearty 
I do not know it. Oh I who fhould induce 
me to conceal this fecret from you ? why do 
you accufe me now of a refervednefs you 
never fufpeded me of before ? 

My friendjhip for the Marquis de Ger- 

meuily is exprejfed in my letters zvith all the 

marks characlerijlic of the mojl tender anddifm- 

terefled love: I am in love, you are fure, 

G 4 deeply 
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deeply and pajJionaUly in love. Paffionately ? 
give me leave not to think fo. DoubtJefs 
I love Monf. de Germeuil; I love him 
tenderly jh» perfon is _agjeeal)leL to me* 
his wit engages me, his fine qualities afFeft 
Hie, his friendship flayers, i»ej his fenti- 
jnents, his intensions WPfMfi *ne i» my 
own eyes ; nothing w;oul4 appear hard to 
nie in order to, preferve bi$ efteem ; it i* 
fearer to me. th^n my, ejfiiteiro;*»--«~Y<MS 
are going %o repeat^ to mq» pouzfrjeatyhipi* 
\&e, Very well* rrjy dear* \ mH v«ntui« 
tp combat this opinion, ami to attack it with 
the fcjaf i^afons you mak$ ufe of \nf uppoi* 
of it. 

IC love draw us an. wkk violence \ if it 
majier our fouls ; if we cannot oppofe, any 
long rejj/lance to its impetuous defires ; if it de- 
Jiroy the wijeft resolutions \ if it tnack tfe greats 
ejl objlacles ; if it h&ve. ths ajct,to level every 
drffrculty 5 if refecliofl> prudence^ duty, raife. but 
a feeble barrier in its way ; if it break through 
it in its rapid career : I fpeak it with confi- 
dence, I affirm it with truth, my friendjhifr 
Is not love, has no ixfemblance to love. 

Never, 
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Never, Hortenfia, never (hall' my rea- 
fan, baffled by that fatal inclination, leave 
m defencelefs: I will never renounce the 
laws' which honor and gratitude impofe oil; 
me. No, I will notfow trouble and dip 
fention in hearts united by nature and/ fa* 
ored:ties: The unhappy girl, adopted by* 
Madam d'Auterive, fhall never light thd 
brand of difcord in the breafts of the fa- 
mily. I will refpeft the niece of my gene- 
rous prote&refs ! her heirs have abandoned 
me, have caft ipe off, but they fhall not 
defpife me. Forgotten by them, and by 
the whole world, I will not awaken the 
remembrance of my unfortunate birth by a 
ftep inconfiderate, bold, and capable of ruin- 
ing him who urges me to it. . The adopted 
child of a worthy lady fhall preferve, at leaft, 
the rich inheritance which cannot be torn 
from her j an inviolable attachment to her 
duty, and the comforting certainty of being 
always able to fay to herfelf, My misfor- 
tune is the effeft of chance, and not of my 
own imprudence. 

Madam de Terville feems bent on vex- 

iag and mortifying me. She has juft fenf 

Cj 3 to 
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to make me a moft lidiculous propofal in 
very difobliging terms. Oh ! how would 
Monf. de Germeuil be humbled if he knew 
the difpofitions of that lady with regard to 
the perfon whom he would honour with the 
name of his companion . Farewel, . my dear, 
in a fhort time I (hall write to you of- 
tener. Every thing tells me I fhdll not be 
long here. 
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Letter xxv. 

IT is now two in the morning : I fhould in 
vain attempt to tafte the fweets of fleep, 
which will not vifit this noify * hotel for 
fome time ; every thing is in an inceflant 
hurry and confufion, and I doubt whether 
they are ever acquainted here with peaceful 
reft. 

To-morrow I quit this houfe, and that 
without any regret: I am forry to be 
obliged to enter into the particulars of this 
difegreeable quarrel ; but I muft inform you 
why Madam de Terville difmifles me, or,, 
to exprefs myfelf better, fhamefully turns 
me away from her daughter's fervice. Would 
you believe it, my dear, fhe wants to marry 
me ! This haughty domineering woman,, 
pretends that her pleafure, or flighteft ca- 
prices, are to be laws to all about her; 
and to refufe to fubmit to them, is, in 
her eyes, an unpardonable crime. 

t The name of neWemca's htofa at Paris. 

From 
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From the very firft days of my entering 
into this fervice, Madam de Terville's houfe- 
fteward, a man fomewhat . in- years, feemed 
very afliduous to oblige me : he got another 
room added to my little apartment; it was 
furnifhed by his direction ; his fervants, would 
wait ohme^ I rewarded their zeal without 
imagining the motive of it : This man ufu- 
ally fpent part of the afternoon in the gal- 
lery, and-amufed himfelf with feeing the peo- 
ple at work ; he often fpoke to me ; his age 
and complaifance induced me to give him 
polite anfwers. A little before the arrival 
of the Coimtefsj one of Madam, de Mon- 
cenai's women Came t& me into- my cham- 
ber: after a long difcourfe, whofe drift I • 
could not at all comprehend, but which 
feemdd to promife a very interefting dif- * 
covery^ this woman acquainted me that 
Monf. Ballin was very rich, very good-nfa 
tured, mafter. of bis own fortune, free in bis' 
choice, 'and. fourid- himfelf difpofed to make' - 
my fortune, ^nd to fettle the whole of it on • 
ine^ if / would corifent to marry him; 



You 
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You may eafily guefs how much this prp- 
pofal, which {he looked on as fq advanta- 
geous^ mortified and' difgufted me ; my dis- 
contented countenance, my abfolute refufal, 
furprifed her ; {he infifted on it, and I had 
much ado to perfuade her that Monf. Bai- 
ling offers would be all to no purpofe, - 

Far from being difcpuraged, this man 
perfitted \ he fet the whole family to folicit 
me: every body found the effecTs of his ill 
humour ; Madam de Moncenai's maids be- 
gan to banter him ; when Madam de Ter- 
ville returned home, her's did the fame ; ; 
vexation and paffion-foured' the poor old 
man's temped; at firfr they laughed at it, 
afterwards they complained of* it: Madam 
deTerville was told the cau ft of herfteward's 
morofepefs ; {he fell into a moft violent fury 
with him, fent for him, called him madman, 
and would have difeharged him* Heconfeffed 
his extravagant love, threw himfelf at the •• 
feet of his, rmftrefs,. put her in mind of: his. ' 
long, his faithful fervices^ and befougbt her to * 
give me to him as the. reward of his attach* > 
mgit to. bpr jtttwft.. 

y l By 
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By a confequence of the inconceivable 
caprice of this lady, far from being angry 
at the confeffion of her old fervant, ihe 
found his cafe quite affefting* promifed tcr 
end the matter to his liking, forbid her 
maids to rally Monf. Ballin, cried out ah 
hundred times over, jflas 9 poor man! and 
immediately fent to let me know flie re- 
quired me to marry him, and ordered mt to 
think ferioufly of it. 

I had jwft reqei^ed this pAi meffage whoot 
I ^rrcte to you Jaft ; \ was in hopes that 
rVJadam ,de Teryilie would not be fo unjuft 
as to imagine ihe had a right to difpofe of 
me ) I was miftaken j yefterday in the even- 
ing .{he, fcpt fpr me to attend her; fhe 
was u/idregjpg when I qune into her room ; 
I will not repeat to you what ihe faid, nor 
my anfwers $ mydifobedrence exciting her 
indignation, flie flew into a violent paffion 
With me without moderation, and I may fay 
without decency: My figure, my air, the 
tefcWtf.MI toW**? (W the fufcjea 
^f be^k^eneft r.aillery^ilM: exclaimed. againft 
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the caprice of nature, thaXfucb creatures 
as I Jbould have fo many ufelefs charms! fhe 
cruelly afked me, who I was, and whence 
I came ; who infpired me with the pride of 
oppofmg her will? what / meant by turning 
the head of a man who belonged to her, 
and wbofe courtfhip was an honor to me* 
fhe did not intend he Jbould grow quite mad\ 
I might chufe either to marry bim> or leave 
the boufe immediately* 

I wept bitterly, I {aid nothing, my bald- 
nefs fcemed unfupportabte; fht difcharged me, 
forbidding me to uppcai* before her any 
m^re. As I was going out of the rooxnr, 
Ibmebody fpoke, probably in my behalf, for 
I' heard the Cpuntefs anfwer, Good God! 
the world is full of tbefe female adventurers, 
of tbefe 'proud hegjgars, wbo\ by the help of 
aUiUrabli t face} and a Jlory ready jtftpared, 
might* engage one in their behalf. Were one to 
he off one 9 s 'guard; what is her air, her edu- 
cation, bermodejly, her wh to me! let her obey 
me, or go out of door** 1 

To-mdrrow 1 prtpofe retaining to gbbd 
Madam 4t B*»ua*mt , 3; I ifcatt refund 

my 



my former emplbymentj 1 fhall be-free from 
control ; na bpdy will difpute with me the 
inconteftaMe right^of following- the dictates 
oft my own will. 

» 
In my misfortune, two valuable-paffeflions' 
su*e left mej honor and liberty. How can- 
L deprive myfelf of the one, fo neceffary to 
the prefervation^ of the other ? Is not liber- 
ty the fource of courage.; of- that inward 
fentiment which fupports us amidft our fuf- 
ferings, and renders our ficmnefs victorious 
over t)ur wrongs? Defpondency muft* be* 
the natural confequence of extreme depen- 
dence. In fuch a fituation, we infenfibly 
lofe the habit of' refitting; we accuftom our- 
ftl'ves tofupport humiliation, and to fuffer in- 
juries ; we continue to blufll at the infult, 
but no* longer find ftrength of mind, to* 
repel it. Oh, in fpite of my poverty I* 
will" never reduce myfelf to this abject 
ftate; 

I keep my letter unfealed ; — to-morrow, 
when I am in my ojd habitation, I will com- 
municate to you the new propofals of Monf % 
de-Germeuil; they would agree well enough 7, 
2 with 
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with my taffe.j but an urifurmountable diffi- 
culty prevents my yielding to his requeft^ 
Why mould 1 be obliged to contradict 
every wi(h of fo dear a friend ? Oh ! how 
I mould like to be able to teftify my com- 
pliance. 

Eleven at night. 

All i? changed, my dear, J am ftill at 
fche Hotel de Terville;. \ am kept here^ 
I am proraife4 ttv be ufed with kindnefa* . 
anc) jjj. (pite 9f piy j-sluftance to ftay, I 
could, not a^oid fecrificing my. refeatmenfc 
to fo obliging and Angular a character. 99 
hers, who, to ufe her own words, has taken 
m$ under her protection. 

At ten in the moaning I had packed up 
my trunks, and was going down with 
a defign to fend them away, when Cecily, 
that young favourite of Madam de Terville, 
who had orders to obferve me, met me, 
and flopping me on the ftairs 5 You are 
very late, Mademoifelle, faid flie, in your 
attendance, on the young Marchionefs ; 

(he 
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file has been at her frame above tills quarter 
©f an hour, and will be furprifed to fee 
you fo remifs. 

After what pafled ycfterday ii> your 
prefence, I anfwered, I have no bufinefs 
in Madam de Moncenai's clofet: Her 
mother ordered me to begone, and this 
19 the only one of all her orders which I 
am difpofed to obey. You do not know, 
then, faid Qie, that her orders are nothing 
here without mine? You fhall ftay, I 
infift on it; I order it: You mull put 
away that forrowful look, and ftay where 
you are., 

I did not much relllh this kind, of 
joking j fibe perceived it, took my hand, 
andj leading me gently along, forced* me 
to go into my chamber* Seeing my eyes 
filled with tears, Oh he, what a child, 
faid Hie in an endearing accent, What, 
hecaufe a woman is ridiculous, fantaftic, 
or ill-natured, muft you cry? it is very 
filly: Do as I do, you will live eafily 
with Madam de Terville, By fhewing 
a perfect tranquillity in thofe moments 

whea 
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when fhe it rives to vex me, I deprive her 
•f the pleafure of tormenting me: flie 
loves, hates, carefles, and chides me twen- 
ty times in a day : I contemplate, with*, 
out emotion, the extreme variety of het 
humour, and ft amufes me. She flies into 
pa&ons, fcolds, calms, and compofes her- 
felfj I, for my part, ftill unmoved, and 
even-tempered, preferve the advantage which 
my good fpirits give me over her, and 
which, without admitting it,, {he is forced 
to yield to. By being miftrefs of myfelf, 
I am able to alter her conceits ; I guide her 
as I like ; fhe fays what fhe pleafes, 
does what I would have her, and all is 
well. 

I congratulate you, Mfcdcmoifelle, faid 
I, ori having difcovered a way to live corw 
tented with Madam de Terville $ my tem- 
per would not bend fo eafily. — You muft 
alter this temper, replied Che with warmth ; 
you have an elevated foul, and fenfibility 
of heart ; ufelefs advantage ! in every con- 
dition of life, thefe two qualities are pre- 
judicial to happinefs ; you are out of your 
proper place, it is eafy to fee this ; and (q 
am I» perhaps, but a happy turn of mind 

makes 
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makes me look with chearfulaefs on every 
thing that raifes melancholy reflections in 
you. It is prudent to try to diminifh the 
weight of one's fufferings ; to adopt new 
ideas in a new iituation : if we cannot 
avoid fufiering, there are, at leaft, com- 
forting compenfations for all the ills of 
life. For inftance, it is no very agree- 
. labile iituation to be the humble friend of 
Madam de Terville j to owe every thing* 
not to her goodhefs, but to the neceffity 
ihe finds of having me with her: but it would 
fee ftill more mortifying to be like her, 
to be as old; and to have her. features and her 
fiumour. Whilft I hear or look at ' her* 
I- reckon myfelf happy to be Cecily. But 
I will not detain you longer, continued 
ihe; come down,. Madam de Moncenai 
defires, Madam de Terville orders* and 
I befeech you to do it. AH is gay*, all 
is fmiling here; the Marquis de Terville, 
who arrived laft night, has overjoyed the 
heart of his mother: I will fee you again 
this evening; we will have fome'talk to- 
gether; You have need of my leflbns; I 
will teach you the art that makes the 
rich and great happy; it is this, to love 
one's felf ; to have a great value for one's 

felf 



ftlf; to look down on all nature befidesj 
and to confidcr others as created entirely 
fwour ufe or amufement. 

I flood out long againft her in treaties and 
her careffes; ihe removed every difficulty 
which' I oppofed to her defires; fhe ftreng- 
thened me againft my apprehensions : 
You fhadl never hear any more of the 
fteward, faid &e. .Yefterday, at her cou- 
tber 9 the Counters was determfned to 
protect him ; I thought proper to approve 
or" the union fee intended ; by degrees I 
began to banter; a happy expreffion I 
ufed threw her into a fit of laughter ; 
all her companion vanished j the poor love- 
ftck Bailm ftruck her fancy as a foolt/b, 
(hating old fellow , who had the affurance to 
court a pretty young girl* who might do a 
great deal better for herfelf: Poor Sophia! 
— fhe was perfectly in the right to refufe 
him: that moment ihe ordered her upper 
chambermaid to forbid 3aim thinking any time 
of you, fpeaking to you, looking at you, -or 
even coming into the gallery when you Tare 
there; and I am ordered to bid you ftay. 
A never-failing method to cure people of 
their partiality, is to throw an air of ri- 
dicule 
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-flicule on the objedt which infpires it; 
for the misfortune of human nature, this 
weapon is too often employed on occa- 
fions where it becomes the greateft era* 
city. 

I h*ve yielded) my dear, I have buf- 
fered myfelf to be guided by Cecily, The 
Marchionefs received me with an air of 
kindnefs; I (hould have been forry to lofe 
you, faid (he, but I was almoft fare that Ce- 
cily would And fome method to appeafe my 
mother. This fpeech moved me ; I an- 
fwered by making a profound cuirtefy ; I 
was unable to fpeak. Madam de Terville 
faw me after dinner; (he feemed not to 
remember (he had been angry: at the firft 
fight of her my heart felt a ftrange emo- 
tion ; I find I can never forget her haugh- 
tinefs and her. Lnjuftice. I thought to 
have faid fomewhat about Monf. de 
Germeuil, but it is late, I muft endea- 
vour to get fome reft, and this letter is 
already very long. Farewell, my dear 
Hortenfia. 



LET- 
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LETTER XX¥L 

I A M forty for having made you ugeafy 
by repeating the harfli expreffions of Ma- 
dam de Teryille : fo long as I flay in this 
houfe, the remembrance of fo mortifying 
a fcene will never be erafed from my memo* 
ry. I cannot look upon that lady, nor 
even hear the found of her voice, without 
feeling a dUagreeable emotion. But then, 
my dear, whither can I go ? hurried away 
by a fudden refentment, I was for returning 
to Madam de Beaumont's ; but I had for* 
gotten my reafons for leaving her. Things 
continue the fame; the motives which ob- 
liged me to leave her, ftill fubftft in their 
full force« Monf. de Germeuil writes me 
word of his fpeedy return to Paris; he has 
Hot given over his defigns: his obflinacy, 
and my own. weaknefs, frighten me, make 
me dread to fee or hear him. 

On reading his letters, one would ima- 
gine he never opened mine ; he writes to 
me* but never anfwers me. I imagined him 

left 
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Jefs eager, lefs wedded to his own notions, 
Muft I, in order to eradicate a fruitlefs 
paffion from his heart, . make a new facri- 
fice ? deprive myfelf of the only comfort of 
my life; appear infenfible, ungrateful, and 
put an end, by my filence, to a correfpondence 
which is dear to me ; muft I absolutely break 
with him ? Oh, this would be a moft cruel 
neceffity indeed ! What, conceal all my fen- 
timents from him, and even hide the. effects 
of a tender, an innocent friendship ! 

After having wearied myfelf with reflec- 
tions on the intereft of Monf. de Germeuil; 
•on the impoffibility of conne&ng it with his 
defires ; when I think him convinced of the 
reafonaMcnefs, and the force of my objec- 
tions ; when I imagine he is going to tell 
me, very welly let us be only friends^ he exa£h 
a formal promtfe of me to he his ; he con- 
jures me to give htm a written one, and to 
fend it him. If I grant him this requefty it 
will fit bis mindatemfe* calm his anxious bredft^ 
and mil enable him to wait, with patience^ 
the auomplijkment of his bappirufi, from time 
andmore favourable events. In his laft letter, 

he 
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fie marks out for me a plan of conduct 
which I ihould like to fix upon ; I would 
follow itj were it poffible for me to carry 
it into execution without his affiftance. 
He begs I would chufe fome convent to 
retire to with Pauline and her niece. He 
will vifit me often if I give him leave \ feldom 
if I require it. He infifts upon this pro- 
pofaJ, and on my immediately quitting the 
hotel de Terville. He trembles at the dangers 
49 which my Jlay here expofei me y he fearx 
fintej of which I can have no idea* 

Oh my dear Hortenfiai ever fince the- 
fatal moment when I loft Madam d'Aute- 
rive, my every wifh has been for fuch a re- 
treat as he prefles me to make choice of. I 
fhould be very happy to live' in one, to (hut 
myfelf up in it for ever, and there to fpend 
the remainder of my days. At the moment 
ef my taking my laft leave of the world, I 
might dare to open my heart ti>. MonC d* 
. Germeuil ; he would then become acquainted 
with thofe fentiments in me he complains 
of; he would no longer reproach me with 
a cruel indifference* 

Vol. I. H By 
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By what ftrange caprice infeparable from 
toy deftiny, am I not permitted to expect 
from a friend, fo eager to ferve me, the only 
favour which decency will allow me to re- 
ceive at his hands : Oh ! I would not bluflfc 
to accept from the nephew of Madam 
d'Auterive, the fmall Aim neceflary to gain 
me admittance into a convent, and to place 
me there for life. In thofe very moments 
when I afflicted him by rejecting his offers ; 
I wifhed an hundred, and an hundred times, 
to communicate my defires for that purpofe; 
my knowledge of his love withheld me then, 
and ftill does withhold me. Would it be 
reafonable— would it be generous, to ask the 
only favour he cannot ponlbly grant me, 
without doing a manifeft violence to his 
every fentiment, 

I this moment received your two letters. 
I am very forry for what you tell me. in the 
l*ft. What my dear, a new incident will 
perhaps retard the decifion, you had been 
flattered with, and which you were told 
Would foon take place ? But can they go back 

to fettlements of fo old a date? This unjuft 

requeft 



((*H7 ) 
requeft will never be allowed I hope* You 
are always in my thoughts ; your flighteft 
fufferings give me pain j my heart is afflict- 
ed, I partake hi your trneafinefsj your tears. 
Oh, if at lealt one of us were happy ! but 
on that fuppofitiort, fhotrld we' not be 
both fe? 



Ha LET^ 
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LETTER XXVU. 

YOUR firft lines have diffipated my 
fears; I learn with pleafure the iflue 
of (6 flagrant an attempt j you have carried 
it ; this is a fecond advantage, and the fa- 
vourable difpofition of the judges appears 
to me a certain proof of the goodnefs of 
your caufe. 

Cecily's liking for me> infpires you with 
the fame fentimenU for her : her humour pleafet 
you, and makes you dejire to be better ac- 
quainted with her* I am forry it is not in 
my power to fatisfy your curiofity in regard 
to her : her birth and adventures are alike 
unknown here. Before (he came fo the ho- 
tel, (he lived at a convent, where Madam 
de Terville had a niece, a boarder. Cecily, 
being in great intimacy with the young 
.relation of the Countefs, prefented herfelf 
to her, was approved of, and confented to 
accept of the place of hunfble friend, in 
the room of another whpfe recent lofs gave 

Madam 
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Madam dc Terville fome uneafmefs, and 
even fome perplexity. 

As to her figure, it isjmpoflible to con. 
ceive prettier. 1 do not know whether I 
can eafily give you a juft idea of her : one 
would think that the graces themfelves 
took delight in forcing her: neither (hort 
nor tall, the moft exa* proportion grves 
eafe and noblenefs to all her motions} juft 
flefh enough to heighten the natural frefli- 
nefs of her. complexion, without, m the 
kaft fpoiling the elegance of her fhapei 
her feature* are not fo regular, as they are 
perfectly well marked j fhe has an inge- 
nious countenance, an arch look, a de- 
cifive manner, wit, vivacity, an accorn- 
plifced education, and great acutenefe. 
She obferves with attention, judges with- 
out mercy, and cenfures with feverity, at 
leaft it appears fo to me. I can hardly 
think the men capable of thofe excefiw, 
which (he accufes them of. Her emp.re 
over the n»ind of the Countefs makes the 
whole hotel fubjea to her will : foe governs, 
but &e obliges j her power always cmploy- 
H' 3 «1 
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ed to the advantage of others, is not the 
objedt of envy j as her continuance in fa- 
vour furprifes every body, people endeavour 
to difcover the caufe of it, and this is 
what I have been able to gather, with a 
view to impart it to you. 

The Countefs has not lived always in 
France. During the life of Monf. de Ter- 
rtlle, file was at Naples, Madrid,- Vienna 
and Rome, where be was fucceffivdy Am* 
baflador. She has kept up a cotntfpea*- 
dence in all tha different courts* whore- that 
.able negotiator acquired the higbeftcoftfidc- 
ratmn : her houfe is flJU open to all ftraa- 
ge** 8 * who are introduced to Jw by the 
roimfters. of. their JPripws: -they. |oob : Mi 
her as one of the rarities .they, are t6 fee m 
France. And yet in the eytsef ker cous- 
rtrynaen, Madam de Terrillc • prefents no- 
thing worthy pf their curiofity, or of con- 
ciliating the fuffrage of other nations. They 
allow her that good breeding which perfbus 
brought up in courts . habitually coo* 
tra& : they find in her a fufficient know- 
ledge of the world, abundance, of »feuill 
.talk, very little wit, with vaft pretentions, 

and 
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and unfupportable vanity. But out of her 
own country, fhe is called a celebrated wa- 
wan ; people think Tthemfelves happy to cor- 
refpond with herj her letters are. fought 
after, {hewn, copied, handed about, ad- 
mired ! fhall I tell you all ? They fay, but 
perhaps it is a calumny, but they fay 
that (he never had (kill enough to write a. 
Jingle note j that fhe neither underftands her 
own language, nor the language of the 
.countries where fee has lived ; that fee 
owes all her brilliant reputation, to. the lady 
whofe place Cecily now occupies : it is cer- 
tain this young woman is continually writ- 
ing ; fee has no other employment,' and 
on poft days Madam de Terville feuts her- 
felf .up with her. If this is not fo, ap- 
pearances are certainly agaiaft her. , . ^ 

No, Monf. de Germeuil is not arrived : 
•his mother, who is a little indifpofe , keeps- 
him ftill at Granfon. * He wr tes often to- 
me: he is always compia nin> of me, attd 
even wkh fome Wtternefs. I forefee, it 
will bt hripbffible for me to avoid coming 
to a rupture with him, however afflicting. 
H 4 He 
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He is fometimes fo unreafonable, and To 
firmly adheres to his own opinion ! Oh ! 
Hortenfia, the men ooftinately perfift in 
what they demand: their very fubmifTion 
is tyranny ; they urge with an indifcreet 
ardour; they dare even \oexa£I> to tbreafttt. 
Monf. de Germeuil tells me- he will eive 

over writing to me Well, let him give 

over, let him abandon me ; may 1 never bs 
moved, vexed, ruffled by his unjuft re- 
proaches. 1 wiflied to preferve his friend- 
ship, you know it my dear, the utmoft of 
my defires was confined to fome flight marks 
of his remembrance. If. thefe are refufed 
me, I fhal! doubtlefs be grieved ; but 
" though weak enough to regret them, I 
will not be fo mean as to court them 5 I will 
not purchafe the pleafure of being beloved 
by a complaifance criminal in my own eyes, 
As i cannot, as I ought never to be Monf. 
de Germeuil's, I will riot put myfelf in a 
ftatc of dependence on him; I will not con- 
tract any voluntary obligations: I will ac- 
cept none of his affiftance, fince I am in a 
fituation to fupport myfelf without being 
bdiolden for it to any. 

You- 
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You ask me whether Monf. de Terville 
is agreeable : indeed I cannot tell j themgh 
1 always fee him fome part of the day 
at his fitter's. If I may believe Cecily, 
he is a young fellow exceeding vain, giddy, 
very froward, and very impertinent. She 
paints the Marquis de Moncenai in colours 
not much taore to his advantage. He ap- 
peared to me cold and fullen j fhe pretends he 
is mad. His outward appearance, - fhe fays, 
if grave and fotemn ; he errs by method $ fan- 
cies himfelf a wit, pbilojipber, politician , ca- 
pable of reforming every order in the flate. 
They who really poffefs the qualities which 
he enjoys only in his own imagination^ find him 
out to be ignorant^ head-fir ong, talkative, and 
always tirefome. You muft not, however, 
entirely rely on the judgment of Cecily; for 
. as I have already told you, fhe is not over 
and above charitable; 

Farewell, my dear, accept my tender con- 
gratulations on your new hopes. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

HO W difagreeable it is, my dear Hor- 
tenfia, to live in a ftation entirely dif- 
ferent from that for which the habits con- 
tracted in our early education utterly dis- 
qualify us : not to be able to carry con- 
fequence enough by mere outfide, or to con- ] 
ciliate the regard of the world, by any other | 
than fome internal qualities, often liable ' 
to the fufpicion of affectation, and always 
of little confideration in the . eyes of thofe 
who poffefs them not. 

The Marquis de Tcrville honours me 
with a particular attention y which is be- 
come extremely irkfome and difagreeable 
to me. He is determined, he fays, to court 
me Inform ; as my little vanity feems to exaft 
it. Since hi* return, he has jprecifely driven 
to defpair twenty pretty young women^ in prder 
to oblige one ingraie^ who hardly takes notice of 
his ajjiduityy or, at leaft, affe&s not to be 
pleafed with it. He begins to wonder 9 and 
eve* U be angry at my eddnefs. Indifference is 

prejudicial 
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prejudicial to beauty ; my modefly, i*y refervt, 
are precious graces it is true\ my blujbei heigh* 
ten the luftre of the fineji complexion in the 
world: but fa much fever it y may caft a gloom 
<rver my charms y and weaken their impreffiony 
it gives me the air of bekig neither acquU 
efeing, nor fociahle. We raife our eyesi we 
look, we Itfleny and we anfwer ; filence 
and difdain determine nothings and end in no- 
thing, does Minerva 9 s gravity fuit with the 
form of Hebe f 

This infipid fluff, tires and provokes 
me. Madam de Moncenai hears all this,, 
and is vaftly diverted with it. Sfee cannot fee 
w/jy all this little bantering Jhould make me 
angry. Her brother's bojdnefe and impa* 
dence, are no more than. charming viva- 
city in her eyes. If chance throw me in the 
way of the Marquis de Moncenai, he flops 
me whether I will or no, and addreflea me 
much in the fame language.. 

Cecily endeavours in vain to- keep m$ 
here-, the houfe become* infupportable to 
me. Since the arrival of her hufband, the 

Marchionefs 
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Mafchionefs fees a great deal more com- 
pany. When (he does not go out, fhe ob- 
liges me to work all day in her great clo- 
fet ; (he's eternally goiilg in and out : every 
body comes to admire her work and mine. 
Thus expofed to the eyes of fo many peo- 
ple, I {hall hardly . efcape being known. 
Some relation or friend of Madam d'Au- 
terive may fee me, and inform Madam de 
Terville of my lad adventure : to be un- 
fortunate is ho recommendation with that 
lady, and the uncertainty of my condition 
would draw on me frefli infults from her. 

Yon take pirt with Mbnf. <fe Germeuir ; 
you think / cught to accept *f afwre ajyle, a 
decent retreat. Yoitr ask me if I am very 
•fore that 1 do nof dejerve the reproach of an 
excejjhte pride? Ami not unjuft in taking 
fuch high offence at the complaints of the Mar- 
quis? You prefs me to examine myfelf feri- 
oti/Iyl If a perfon diftinguiflied by her noble 
turn of mind, annexes the idea of fljame to the ac- 
cepting a generous offer j you defire me to inform 
• you, what kind of memt that, muft be*, which 
.can excite and keep up a fpirii of benevolence, 
•in a companionate mind^Jince according to. my 

principles 
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principles as you fay* there is m obliging any 
but the meanejl atulworjt of men ? 

By promifing to partake one d ay with 
you in the fortune you exped, and by giv- 
ing you my word to live with you, I ima- 
gine, my dear* I have anfwered that <yie- 
ftion. I am fenfibly affe&ed, but not hum- 
bled with your offers i. I have promifed to 
accept from your hands the affiftance which 
I objlinately refufed to owe to Monf. de Ger- 
meuil. In my prefent fituation, I would 
accept, without hefitation, the protection,, 
the favours of one of my own fex. Believe 
ine Hortenfia, misfortunes have not found! 
my temper \ have not made me inflexible. I 
afpire not to the vain glory of diftinguifh- 
ing myfelf by an affe&atioaof a difmterefted- 
aefs againft nature : men do not prefer, 
through tafte, labour to reft, indigence to 
affluence, flavery to- liberty i I have not an 
exalted mind, I do not aim at chimerical 
virtues, but circumftances do not permit us 
always to adopt general maxims, .and often, 
impofe on us particular obligations.. 

^ Allow 
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Allow me, my dear, to ask you a que— 
flion in my turn. How muft I conduft my- 
felf in regard to Monf. de Germeuil, if 
yielding to his intreaties, I fhould accept 
of a retreat, where every comfort muft he 
the fruit of his liberality? What proof 
fhould I dare to give him of my gratitude? 
We do in fome meafure repay the good we 
have received, by attachment, by cornplai- 
; fance, and by a continual attention to gratify, 
and even to prevent the withes of thofe 
whom we have confented to be obliged to. 
In my fituation, forced to withftand perpe- 
tually, the wifhes of the man, who means 
to make my whole life a fcene of happi- 
nefs, muft I then refolve to appear infen- 
fible to his goodnefs ? He would make me 
eafy and happy ! whilft I cannot, muft, not, 
do any thing for him ! how often fhall I 
tell you, my dear friend ; how often repeat, 
that I will never accept of obligations 
which I can not poffibly return, without 
being wanting to my benefactor, or to my- 
felf ? 

I beg of you, no more to renew a fubje& 
which appears to us under fuch different 

lights. 
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lights. Let us for ever put an end to this 
long difpute. I do not like to oppofe your 
notions ; I fhould think myfelf furer of 
the propriety of my own, were you to ap- 
prove them. Your reflexions throw me into 
doubt, and uncertainty j I fear to err ; I 
have need to recollect every moment that 
you love me too well, to be impartial be- 
tween Monf. de Germeuil and myfelf j if 
you defired my happinefs leis than you dp, 
you would not be fo much inclined to blame 
.myrefulal. farewell,, my dear, I am not 
angry. Oh my God ! can I ever be angry 
with you ? 



LET. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

WHAT a long ftory am I going to 
tell you, my dear Hortenfia ; what 
different emotions of the mind, does the 
fhort fpace of one day bring about ! This 
morning, humbled, diftreffed, I was giving 
myfelf over to the moft cruel reflections $ 
the world prefented" to my view nothing 
but hard-hearted or wicked perform: this 
evening, in an hour of comfort, and pleafing 
fenfations, I admire the. aftonifhlng diffe- 
rence of the mind, of the heart, of the fen- 
fttions of thofe mortals, fo like in appear- 
ance, and yet fo diftinguifhed by the fur- 
prifing variety of their principles and manV 
ners. 

A little before noon, Madam de Moncc- 
nai left me alone in her clofet, while fhe 
went to her mother, where the Marquis de 
Monglas waited for her : the inftant flie 
went out, his valet de chambre prefented 
me a letter, which he faid he had orders to 
deliver to me. Deceived by the manner of 

the 
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the folding, and thinking one man alone had 
any pretentions to write to me j without 
examining either the arms, orhand, I imme- 
diately broke it open. How fhall Iexprefs my 
anger, my indignation. The letter was 
from the Marquis de Terville. 

Prefumptuous man ! dare to write to me, 
dare to propofe a private interview to talk 
to me of his /ove 9 to concert proper mcafures to 
carry on, and to conceal our fecret correfpon- 
icnce* My eyes affhre him that my heart is 
not infenfibUi which gives him real fatisfaftion* 
This impudent fellow imagined he was 
able to dazzle me, by his infolent offers : 
he prefurned to make a merit of his wicked 
intentions, of placing me in theclafs of thole 
rich and contemptible women, who frame* 
lehly making a figure with the wages 
of their wickednefs, become the jeft of one 
fex, and the difgrace of the other. 

Hurried on by a violent emotion, I ran, 
1 flew to the apartment of Madam de Ter- 
ville : Cecily was coming out of her clum- 
ber j flie (lopped me at the door, and pulling 
me into a dofct, prefied me to let b$r 

know 
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the caufe of the extreme confufion fhe faw 
me in. 

Opprefled, all in tears, unable to utter a 
word, I gave her the odious letter : (he ran 
it over without feeming furprifed, repeat- 
ing, my God ! ftill the old fluff over again ! 
and looking on me with a fedate counte- 
nance ; if nonfenfe and impudence, faid flue, 
(hock you to fuch a degree, and. afflict you 
& extremely, you do not &e«i to lay out for 
an cafy and happy life. What rneaa thi$ 
ooafufion, thefe tears? What do you re- 
proach you rfelf with i I nave received twen* 
ty from the fame hand, ail of them in the 
like impertinent ftraln : Monf. de Terville 
knows not to this very hour, whether I ever 
read them. It is doing a coxcomb too mock 
honour, to fliew him any refentment • you 
fhould never let him fee that it is in his 
power to give you the leaft emotion. He 
is not always awed bywifdom, but con- 
tempt is a fare way to get rid of him. And 
pray what was your defign, by going to *he 
.Countefs, continued fhe? Did you mean 
to ibew her this letter, and to demand juftice of 

her j 
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her; did you expectany reparation for this 
outrage? If you did, you muft have very 
little knowledge of the world ! do you know 
in what light Madam de Terville will view 
thefe offenfive propofals ? Why Ihe will fee 
the danger of her Ton's forming fuch a con- 
nexion, attended with a vaft expence; the 
protra&ing, or even breaking off the intend- 
ed match, about which fhe is now in treaty 
with her nie„ce$ flie will be. difpleafed with 
you, for being the objecVof his paffion* ihe 
will fear you, and hate you ; ihe will look on 
you as an artful defigning girl j ihe will fuf* 
peft you of wanting to dazzle her, to de* 
ceive her, and to conceal from her your real 
jfentiments ;. (he will .consider your, tears as 
artifice, and your refentment as affe&ationt 
it is well if ihe do not accufe you of enveig- 
ling, and fcducing her fon : as He is not to % 
be in the wrong, You certainly muft : a 
kind i>f prifoner here, and forced to live un- 
der the eyes of the Co.uiitefs, you will meet 
with a thoufand mortifications, and if you 
ihould try to leave the hbufe and make your 
efcape, perhaps ihe will have recouHe to vio- 
leht methods to make fure of you. 

• ■ ■ i. Why 
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Why then Mademoifelle, cried l r why 
did you force me to flay in a houfe where 
innocence and mifery qan hope for no pro- 
teflion ? I will leave it this inftant, quit it 
for ever. Kept like a prifoner here! who 
dares keep me ! Let me alone, let me alone, 
faid I, ftruggling to get from her, while fhe 
held me by my gown. Far from yielding to 
my requeft, fhe continued to hold me, and to 
beg me to hear her, when the door opening, 
a lady came in calling Cecily, and chiding 
her at the fame time, for having made her 
wait for a mufic book fhe had defired her 
to bring her. 

Struck with the found of her voice, I 
looked on her; fweetnefs, grace and benig- 
nity fhed a thoufand charms over thofe fea- . 
tures, X now recollected : confidering them 
attentively, I endeavoured to find out whe- 
ther I did not view in the niece of Madam 
de Terville, in the Marchionefs de Mon- 
glas, that amiable Henrietta d'Alby, former- 
ly our companion in the convent, whofe fad 
but interefting melancholy had lb deeply 
affe&ed us both. 

A moment 



A moment removed all my doubts ; fcarce 
Md Madam de Monglas caft a look to- 
wards the fide of the room. where I was, 
when crying out with furprize and joy, fhe 
ran to me with open arms; it is Mademoi- 
fellede Saint- Aulay ; it is my dear Sophia, 
fhe frequently repeated, prefling mp to her 
bofom : what ! to find you here, at my 
•aunt's j you, my old, my beloved compa- 
nion ! what felicity,- how I rejoice at this 
.happy meeting. 

Struck with her friendfhip, moved with 
herkindnefe, charmed to fee her in a condi- 
tion fo different from that which fhe once 
dreaded, and yet unable to fpeak, awed by 
the diftance which time and events had put 
between us, I dared not to give way to the 
emotions of my heart j I embraced her with 
timidity 5 I was filcnt ; I could fcarce re- 
' frain from tears, or hide my confufion. 

She perceived my perplexity, but miftak- 
ing the caufe, what ! Mademoifelle, faid 
file, do not you know me ? You no longer 

remember 
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remember that Henrietta, whofe forrows 
you once foothed with fo much goodriefs ? 
Whom you left in the utmeft aftiftioA at 
yourlofe; at feeing you quit the convent 
where fhe was doomed to-fpend her days ; 
to whom you gave, a few d&ys after your 
departure, fo diftinguifhing a mark -of the 
moft generous attention i — I Drill keep that 
beautiful baflcet embroidered with your own . 
hands, and filled with fo many pretty trin- 
kets. My parents cruelly refufed me thofe 
fuperfluities, which they termed tV9rldlf\ 
I paffionately longed for them : the pleafure 
of fetting myfelf off with them, feemed to 
me then as a foveceign good* I was not 
eyen allowed to write to you, or to 
fee you again ; all correfpqndence without 
the walls was forbidden me ; I could apt 
exprefs my gratitude to you, it lived only 
in my hearty your idea has always beta 
prefent to my memory, • and I mull own I 
fee with grief the (mall impreffion I haye 
made on yours* 

Alas, cried I, flung with this reproach, 
I know you well, Madam, your features are 
IK) ftrangersto my eyes-, the found of your 

voice 
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voice wen moved my heart : pardon this re- 
ferve, which feems to offend you, in a poor 
unhappy girl, who now has neither compa- 
nions, nor friends : alone, abandoned, with- 
out any retreat, any fupport, fhe fears to 
bethought too familiar, by {hewing herfen- 
fibility ; believe me Madam, my fentiments 
are the fame, but my fortune is changed, 
and that prevents me from expreffing my- 
felf without conftraint. 

Poor, and forfaken ! repeated the Mar- 
chionefs ; who ? you my lovely Sophia ! 
you, the heirefs to an immenfe fortune ! 
you, adored by a family fo rich, fo power- 
fully allied. Did I understand you well ? 
without protection, without any retreat! 
Oh, goocfc God ! and fitting down on a So- 
ph a, and placing me by her, explain this 
ftrange difcourfe to me, faid (he, in the mod 
-affe&teitftte accent; conceal nothing from 
me, I deferve your confidence, you ihall 
find me worthy of it : Oh ! do not fancy 
•yourfelf without a companion, without a 
friend; ray heart challenges both titles: 
fjpeak, my dear, fpeak ; Aire to intereft me, 
t» And that I partake in all your afflitfions, 
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vou may with fafety pour them forth into my 
bofom. 

Oh HortenGa, how fweet, how confoling 
arc the expreflions of a tender humanity ! 
how much did I find myfelf affefted with 
the goodnefs of the Marchionefs. The pre- 
fence of Cecily did not prevent the effufions 
of my heart : which freely expanded itfelf j a 
concife recital of the events which reduced me 
to Jive with Madam de Moncenai, laid open 
tnyfituation to Madam deMonglas ; I didnot 
blufh before her, at being unfortunate : but 
more humbled by the propofals of the Mar- 
quis de Terville, than by my poverty, I 
doubted whether I fhould fliew her that in- 
. folent letter. But giving it her at laft, I 
begged of her .to engage the Countefs to let 
me depart that inltant, without obliging me 
to explain the motives of my fudden re- 
treat* 

1 fliall eafily obtain that favour of my 
aunt, faid (he, in an endearing accent ; but 
. fny dear Sophia, on quitting this houfe, 
you rnuft come and live at mine. I think 
myfelf happy to be able to offer you an afy- 
lum i to place you beyond the reach of thofe 

dangers 
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dangers. to which your fituatiotf, youth and 
beauty, expofe you ; like you, I have expe- 
rienced the misfortune of being indifferent 
to every body : Slighted by my' parents, and 
deftined to a monaftic life, the habitual fadr 
m(s of my heart has rendered it fufpeptible 
of compafiion. I fhall never forget the time 
in which I wilhed to infpire others with it $ 
and the excellent man, whofe goodnefs 
changed my fortune; whofe liberal hand 
has loaded me with favours, is delighted to 
fee me extend my own felicity to every ob- 
ject worthy to partake of it. Come and in- 
creafe my happinefs : the pleafure of feeing 
you eafy and contented, will redouble it. 
You wUl find a prote&or, a father, in Monf. 
de Monglas j and a fitter, an attentive friend, 
in his happy wjfe.. 

Oh ! what fentiments moved my heart 
whilft Madam de Monglafs was fpeaking 
to me, and preffing me to anfwer her ; I 
fancied I ftill heard the fweet inflexions of 
the voice of Madam d' A uteri vc ; I faw her 
goodnefs exemplified in the young Mar- 
chionef&j the fame candor ihone in her 
countenance. Surprifed, mejted, penetrated, 

Vol. I. I my 



my ^rarm emotion would not allow me 
to exprefc tny thoughts. I bathed with 
tears her hands which held mine. . I accept 
your generous invitation, Madam, faid I, 
with ardour ; I accept it without hefitatipn: 
Pardon me if my tears are the, flrfl; tefti- 
tnonyof my gratitude: Suffer a*e--— She 
interrupted trie, arid embracing me again 
"and again, it is I, my dear friend, it is I 
'who am the phliged jasrfon, laid U^e : ever 
^ince my happy marriage, I have wifhed for 
a companion of my own age, whofe temper 
and principles might be agreeable to Monf. 
4e Monglas, not trouble the order eftablifted 
in his family, and give into all the amufe- 
-ments he is fond of. Our meeting is a 
ww ftroke of that good fortune which of 
late feems to fmile on me : Next to the 
pleafure of feeing you in your former bril- 
liant and fortunate condition, I can find no- 
thing more agreeable to my wiflies than the 
^opportunity of ferving you. I leave it to 
Cecily to introduce you to the acquain- 
tance of Monf. de Monglas ; fhe fr ac- 
quainted wfeh every thing that concerns us 
tboth : But I am in hafte, added Ok riling, 
I will go and beg you of my aunt. As her 

fon 
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Mtmf. de Monglas, I am fure of her con- 
fart. The Marqurs de Terrffle Is going, 
wiiHt nic,.lb Verfafffes ; he will (lay there 
fevenrt 'dtysr T6-rh6rrow r I am to bring 
back Monf. db Morigtas* 1 mull give him * 
notice of my purpofe, though I <Jo not a£ 
*H doubt his confeht. Get yourfelf ready, 
my tlear friend, for oh Sunday evening 1 
tvffl come an*f ftteh you ; and towards the 
end of the week we {hall let out for Mai- 
fcais, a dharnling feat, where we are to fpehd. 
)r>art of theTummer* I ftebvein vain to fpeak 
of her goodneft, and the fentiments (he ex- 
cited in my breaft : She ^always flopped me 
with the moft endearing carefies j and, bid* 
ding me farewell, embracing me with inex- 
preffible tendernefs, rafter recon^nending me 
to Cecily's care, (he went back to Madam 
4eXeryi|hv . . 

I retired to rhy chamber ; 1 would have 
Ivritten to you that moment, but found my- 
ferPtobmuch moved. 

Hortenfia, j»yt<fca* Hortqnf^, v*at^B|qr 

fortune direded me to Madam de Monglas \ 

How icould {he preferve the remembrance of 

\% a flight 
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to exprefe fxiy JjhougV thatfhefpok^ 
tears her hands wh^r* ' ^' * — But it is 
*your generous i»v;/' */ifh .jpe.a confi- 
vrhk ardour ; I a' ' degrous . to learn of 
Pardon me if • of the ,fortun£ of Ma-» 
mony Of my -*s. . She told . r^e jn . con- 
interruptei 1 the Countefs de Terville had 
*nd ajgr iraw them up in writing for an 
^whoa' yf/end, and fhe has promifed me a 
iinc /her little packet. I asked her leave 
a > ^ r t it in my letter, and have obtained 
/ /^derthe feal of fecrecy. It is extreme? 
proper I fhould njake you acquainted 
jth thofe protectors whom heaven has fent 
p the afliftance of your friend. 



Ten in the Adorning* 

Madam de Terville confents to let me go 
with Madam de Monglas ; I forgot to men* 
tion it to you. The following is Cecily's 
account, which you will fend me back, 
when you have read it. Farewell, my dear, 
partake' in r my joy and hopes, ' 

Cecity's 
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' Uecilfs jacket. -V ^ _ 

; ; 'acM6ngIas, ,, l!)onft(> an 

-, ^r *une, was' by nature endowed 

•* - ia PPy dHpofitions, which lead us 

w»ok upon riches ,as an advantage capa- 
of fupplymg'theplace offtudy and refle£U-^ 
tab *^after-of l himfe]f; afteV 'having devo'- 
tfid^twenty years to -thefervice bf his lcingl 
he-Was Jfefolved to improve the' remainder of 
his life -tp-'the beft purpofesv *Oh his re- 
turn home, aphilofophic fpirit fucceeded his 
love of arms ; ^flamed, >wftb' a defire Uy Tee, 
to learn, , to refine, his. ta#e, a$d .enlarge hi* 
ideas, he quitted ;Fraii<;e, and fftcr *ifitingaH 
the couiMof^Euroipe^^crofled threat, wan* 
dered over , all the barbarous nations, and 
penetrated to where, greedy .avarice did onefc 
ppen itsgiii^ly yrajj, thrpugh the^blocwLof 
millions^ ip gorgf tjie £fct) ,w&th fuperfluittes* 
^f give.th? PPW!» ftfffti o^w^ts : unkobwn 
fiefae. -...,, ,-. -• : < 

. Eighteen years t were.Tpent in hisr travels 5 
i be was . bprdering.on his fixtieth, when he te- 

I 3 vifited 
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viflted the coafts of France. On feeing 
them, hefighed ! time muft have carried off 
many of his friends: the little hopes of 
meeting again thofe' who were de*ref> to 
his heart,, jnade bam trenMe *n. hi* arrival 
in Paris ; but he had the good fortune la 
find himfelf among the per&as whom be 
mod valued ; one of thefe was the. Coustfr 
'cTAlby, brother to Madam, de Tfa^iHe, hi* 
old fellow solkgian* a^d toother* feljcUfci* 
.the partner o/ his youthfuj jfcaftifet, a»4 
the obje& ^f Jur caaftant fideatfhtp • 

Itarifig tbfcabfcnceof M.dfc Mangla*, «e 
Count mattia* and fceearme the firtier of ft- 
tend children, btrt being bnfiett wfth the 
cares of At world, and ambitious prcjeAs, 
|k coftld ne longer participate with hi$ peace- 
ful a j>d difiuterefttd friend, the pteafures of 
thdr former ihtrmacy. Howe vtrr the extreme" 
prikneft of AeMarqtcM, andiw jiatumi faeer- 
m&ofdifpctfliioiv made htm readHjr cwn^lf 
with all forts of tempers. The alteration fA 
his friend did not eftrange him from him. It 
*wi* jtfecn abmt: die begmnmg of atrtorrrn $ 
jJ^-Cc^nt-Mw fettsjg off vplhatt his femilf 
i ..iv - for 
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for Cb^iael, an. eftate. of bb, wherein h* 
took great delight ; Mood de.Monglas pro- 
mi fed to.pay fyim a vifit there, after he had 
fulfilled fonae. indiijf>eniable obligations, and 
allowed feme, time, to the^ejdejntttt.oi bia 
affairs. 

A* he had travelled whhoat ittf great re* 
tmWy mi lived ' privately* ha wfcaaMs ** 
lay up above twfetfcirds of Jlis tacrine, tfu* 
nag his aMtn.ce, H* might feat* irthfgcd 
hU eftate ^ j bat his cafe dkiiiAt ha that way; 
he a^ptopciated his fcviag* to ptirpofts 
more agreoaWe to a ftsnfibte iifict £a$retts 
he^rt. After a months day at JPark* he ftt 
off with a dsfigtt to fpetid a week *t Cha- 
*el } but was detained at the Count d* Alby* s 
by the emotions of a trader compsffibft, and 
the defire of freeing an unfortunate young 
bdyfro*rvthe cruel condition oflifc which 
her pawnts were preparing for her. 

The Count's family tfonfifted- of three 

Tons and an only daughter. One" of the fons y 

4 who had no other advantage over his brothers, 

but that of having been born firft, had the 

I 4 fole 
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fole pofleflion of his father's heart, who feem- 
cd to forget that he owed his younger chil- 
dren the fame education, and the fame ten- 
dernefs. The one being a Knight of Malta, - 
and the other intended for the church, they al- 
ready carried about them the diftin&ive* marks 
of their profeifion, and the unjuft facrificc 
of. their birthright, which they were forced 
4o make, .to the fortune of the elder. Hen- 
rietta, ^d'Aiby. the daughter, hardly out of 
fher childhood, but fweet tempered, of great 
;fenu,biijty» endowed with a thoufand charms 
.and amiable qualities, was deftined to bury 
her youth and beauty ir\ the Abby of Pan- 
.theraon. As fhe had been brought up in 
..tliis- convent,, flie was not enough acquaint- 
ed' with the world to be fenfible of the whole 
; weight of the engagements they would have 
. obliged her to enter into : however 4he obeyed 
.with regret. Neglected, and almojl a Granger 
to her whole family, the unfrequent and 
(hort vifits of her mother, and of her female 
relations were fpent in reprefenting the ne- 
1 ceflity of yielding to the will of her father ; 
' every day they prefled her more and more, 
.and her misfortune feemed inevitable. 

Deter- 



Determined at laflr to fubtni t to her fad de* 
ftiay, Mademoifefte. d\Alby« begged with; 
great eahielteefs. toiftay fame little time a* 
her- fathers %.{ She^^dfticT riot enter upoii" 
her ftafce of * probation- till Are had obtained 
this flight favour ; flie was refufed* it a kmg^ 
time, but a lucky chance prefiding over her 
fortune, foftened the hearts of her parents, 
the moment fch'ey were fetting'off for'-Cha-' 
zel : - They cdnfented • 'to tarry her 'thithei*; 1 
This, journey ?irr * the'' event prepared %/ her 
lighter chains, a leis auftere fubje£tfon, and' 
ties formed by the fenthnents of gratitude* 
and friendfhfpJ •'-•••* - > 

. . .. m( '^ i •!. .••:-•/* < : .;.•:•. *; i :• • * 

Moaf» r de^oi^glag, be^eWj w s itlf grief , 
the manageipent pf f tj\e Count d'Alby, in re-, 
gard to his children ; he could not fee-withro 
out indignation,, the cruel arid unj.uft dif-, 
ference, which a father dared to put .between . 
creatures entrufted by, prpviden^e,. rand the. 
laws pi fociety, t;o ljisi care, under the obK- 
gytfioj^ of tjfhe. .{J.ri&ett j impartiality,^ which ^ 
nature- herfelf Teems to haye planted, in the 
bfeaft of c^erxjiargnt. He knew mankind too 
, . , "* " 1*5 well' 



toell to wonder at their habitual inconfi- 
fteocp ; he knew bow m&ck their mamtrs 
wi principles are at. x variance* and that kjf 
an %&t ctmfpwfl o£ *Hfi*ta art AM?, me* 
^Uo fire capablf of cwtfttfg juft kw*» cart 
at tfc fi«ne. ft u*r adopt ^Mi^m&mdowfiiigM 
«ialatie*aC tbenu 

Moot dff Womgla* tbfesva) ^ackawir 
£il* d'Albys deep mrhnchrAy v aod wo* 
muota^Foafdwidi it. -Thr liberty wfuaily 
allawtiiatiw country pvijjg him ficeqycnf 
cyportun&e&of coaxing, with her, fee difco- 
wedgreat ^taUtifis. sm hcr^ and evexj daj b& 
companion for her iRcreafed : her youth, the 
graces of her perfon, the candor of her mind, 
the noble fimplicity of her expreffions, the 
confidence flie repofed m him, herrrfjwft 
ify toer ftvere parents, whtife cruelty drew* 
ttareftomhereyes, andlierijiodtftcotoptaints, 
eVery hroment augmented tht concern which 
the Marqai* began- to take in the fortune of 
an amiable an* dHtrefe* young lady. T&e 
nataratftnftMSty of his temper had 1 btbeik 
opened hi* heart to the fahicing chtfms- of 
a - paJBon, wftkfh age inrf comiiiuaF ap* 
pKcatfon to ftudy, ^piafe-brarttar fittfe ftf> 
. *• ■ ceptiblf 
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ctptibte of ; but if he do ktoger fciie**J 
Women upon fenftnt motive*, he ftilj lwtd 
theaj ; preferred their frkiuHhtp to that of 
*» o*& fear* and laughtd at did. idle <fe- 
clartWtionsof rhofe four pMafo^^ trtSA 
hare preftuned «6 tall tfcem tfce qteidMtaidi 
rf#Hik>m a»* ttue h*ppiheifsv 

lender compafioA wi* .flat atraftftettt 
fcntrment, fltff lefs a fhutfefs cmotfert to 
the generous ibul of M<mf. de Mo*ig?as» 
Wirjffthe pitied MadecraiftBe dPAlbjv he 
cpnfidcf e<f the me2tt£ of m<&rftg her matp&T- 
dent and happyr ftvetal occufra* tor hfe 
thoughts, yet none but what were attended 
*i* difficulty b^ihe exttuft***; fie fatred 
feoff&dfe* ftte**d$ Iteprf* rfMfertrfef&*a 
Mtei tfi^ fl*i** m *e V*y af Hi* dWigfrt*; 
#•*** 4» ofte* ap tftffrtfftce to ta* ticeftee : 
tite muqtte hod n* ttlatftn a& propvfc for 
fe^ : at be tad teen aftfcttt fo many yeare, 
ltf tale*» flobody, wfttftfr a&lreifes hecouM 
pto mvtobf fecfe ariemgeiMttntt, as are eatffy 
*»4fe by flue rieB arid generous However 
dfetr feafett #as faft advaiteiag, aw* tkmU 
Ml muff ftwnf refttrtr Uf her cwrrvetir; as 
hi* Heart .war Jkntr err ft*vm$ tftr young 

.lady, 
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lady, Monk de Monglas at laft determined 
ion. the only projeft, which but a little be- 
fore he thought himfejf fecure he never would 
haye^embraced* At firft he thought of com* 
jmunicating it to the Count d'Alby, but his 
delicacy induce^ him to confult Henrietta : 
He wanted to be. fure of the difpofition of 
her mind, and to undertake nothing without 
Jen owing whether flie would approve the 
fcheme. It was fo advantageous to the fa- 
mily, that a violent and tyrannical father 
,njight probably ufe the fame authority to 
conne&.her with the world, which he had 
abufed in or,der to banifh her from it. 

One evening, when the young Henrietta, 
from a terras that commairttafla view of the 
fea, was* admiring the beauty oj^he fetting 
fun, Monf. de Monglas, after foifce con- 
-yerfation about indifferent matters, led fcer 
to a diftance from her mother's women, and 
fpeaking low. enough to be heard by her 
.alone : may I prefume, Mademoifelle, faid 
.he, to ihew you what a concern I take in 
yourhappinefs^ how much I am affected with 
.your prefent melancholy fituation? I have 
long thought how to deliver you from a 

painful 
* 
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painful reftraint, reftore you to the WQrld, 
and to yourfelf. Why fhould common opi- 
nion, cuftom, and the laws of decorum, ob- 
lige me to propofe to you a ttate of deperi- 
dance, wheii I would wifli to free you from 
your prefent- one. The propofal I mak^, 
I confefs, may not procure ' you" - all the 
pleafures you may promiie yourfelf from a 
change in your condition, at your age ; but 
it will be attended with thefe advantages. 
You will not be obliged to take the vow of 
an eternal ^retreat, and you • will ! have the 
hopes left lyou of recovering one day your 
entire liberty. i 

The countenance of Mademoifelle d'Alby 
was overfpreaoV with blufhes ; fee appeared 
furprized, amazed, and caft her eyes on the 
ground: iaccuftomed to look on her fate as 
inevitable, (he hardly ventured to give her 
heart up to this firft ray of hope. But be- 
ing preffed to anfwer, (he hefttated, fighed, 
and with a fearful and faultering' accent, do 
you imagine Sir, do you, (aid (he, imagine 
you' (hall be able: to alter my father's refo- 
lution. l 



(ttxj . 
Yes, Madeaunfclle* keplieiMoiif. de JVtorf- 
glas, if mine Jo not difpleafe you. My for- 
tune and bis friendibip aflure me of ? ready 
compliance on. his part j I would have asked 
and fbouU have obtained it,, but I was | 

ijt doubt aa to your*. But what do I offer 
y ou r my dear HemietU ? Your cruel deftiny 
reduce you to the choice of twofkuatiom: 
one of thefe i* terrible, tfa* o*b*r little fet«- 
fofloty : a gloomy, a* eternal fltoeae* or 
the hand of an ott Am, vfeofr age aatteaa- 
ptr of Blind, keep bin at % dtftamc fee* 
thofe vain amufements, whick ytiutb h §0 
. fond of. Liberty, eafe, and peace, are the 
ottfjr adtftfttage* i* my power to pranife or 
fvooiMO ym. A fioatt attjtor a£ me* of 
Jtn&» an* fece* woaner^ wttN&tar y*ttr 
fetfcey* ivthfa natrtar fata «c« 
*te to adkitate the gift* ym hat* h*t% 
**tm?> aajtoeaiatge you* utau^you will 
%end thofe years whjckaa* corabofy *. 
****** pkafamv ifeftftiag'yottrfetf far t*at 
fee of Mi, «fa» *« nsHOa bMgpaft, 
tfceir fww«r witanltt fiftditth^i^tllWH 
felves capable of fupplying their lofs, or*? fill 
up thofe moments they once fpent in fearch- 
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fag ifter them, m fond efcpefiatioi*, htxt 
rady in the Mt fruition of them. 

I am not acquainted with the pleafiircf 
ywraientiori, fidd Henrietta, but if my fa- 
ther grants me the fevour to live in hi* 
houfe, thfc ^muftmentsit^flTor* Wilt be flif- 
ficient for my happinefy;* and iff altered toy 
condition, 1 IhouW not wi(b for any other. 
Ycty weHy MadetnoHettey rtplfed M oa& de 
Mmgfe, I may tb*» Alter wyfcfc wkfe 
ftelnfc' yow k*M>y? fe i* ** waft afcden* 
wffti of my httrt ) »J condtrf* wi& pray* 
to. you how 4)fin»rc&t& I am. - Ceade&tttf 
to dwft mym«afar«s, to lajr your command* 
upm bk :x ftall I ftwdc Mafeooiftfa £ o* 
fl*att£ lean* you tin* t* aaniwinjr pl^; 
prfal* **ccmAjl«yoa*fel^ aait to. dbtenaimfc 
up** Ar- choice jv*m*y think proper to- 



Henrietta's choice was already fixed. Her 
€*fe*ti **•£*** * < * ?w**ftic life* did 

oma : her education and innocence &ut her • 
eg]* <altei#CQW«^W^^f fo difyrogvti- 

: twd. 



oned an union : and hermodeft,butdecifive an- 
fwer,aflured Monf. de Monglas of her confenr! 
and gratitude. That very evening, being 
called into her father's clofet, me there with 
joy received orders to prepare, herfelf to gir.e 
her hand to the marquis ; the celebration 
of the Marriage was. fixed for the beginning 
of the enfuing week. 



© 



Madam de Terville.with two more rela- 
tions of the .Count d'Alby^.arrived.af.Cjha-. 
soeKthe momeAt whep he was, leading hisi 
daughter to i the chapel of the Chateau *» 
Thefe ladies furprifedahd delighted with. an 
event which promifed . a day -of diverfion, 
were very forward - to compliment Henrietta, 
and attended her to the altar; • Notwitbftand- 
ing the difference pfdieir age, Monf. de< 
Monglas and hia young: fpouie made no un- 
becoming figure in the eyes of the : fnfell 
number of friends prefent at the ceremony. 

The Marquis, who #a$ of* good height, ? 
and perfectly well made^addedto-tiheekganctu 

■» *-•■ - ' • «.«; ■ . • • his, 

* ••;''„•*• • • 

• Thewme given to fbt country- houfe* of people of qt*« ' 

Hty in France* 
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of his perfon, the moft regular and agree- 
able features. The evennefs of his temper, 
his fimple,. uniform and regular way of life, 
preferved: them ftillin all. their beauty. His 
face did not wear the traces of that premature 
decay, of nature, fo early engraven on the 
countenance of thofe though tlefs young men, 
who before they are arrived at the time 
when they might enjoy, life, appear already 
on the decline qf their days. The iopks of 
the Marquis, fixed on the amiable girl who 
was now become Jus wife,, expreflfed that 
pure and lively joy, infpired by the plea- 
sure- of obliging. Mademoifelle d'Alby dif- 
covered that affe&ing.air which flows, from 
gratitude, Thi$ fentiment caufes the moft 
delicious fenfations^in the heart, at that hap- 
py age when, pride comes not in to ftifle 
it, or when we have not yet learned to lef- 
fen the value of favours received, by hum- 
bling reflections, or by a rigid fcrutiny into 
the motives of that beneficence which we 
»re bscpmethe object of.. i 

Part of the day was fpent in gay rural di- 
verfions ; but towards the evening* a gloo* 
my melancholy overfpread the cpuntenance 

of 



«£ the youog Mtrehi&nefr* Sfcfc kad been 
wftUitfg Wf »!#!*». with; Madam Ac NeutL- 
k*r> om of h*ff feti^r'* tcfettons* wte w*- 
x&sed ttet trtc«M»g s AifefedjG #a» become 
widtt* fix nteiMht*. tfcc mdowt of an oU 
fiftccf* infant* tyrteoictl, of aft anwroas 
#ijp©fow^ )eafajw *^ fte bad 

pu&lnfed the {ntnoe Ate tktn enjoyed^ by 
eight yeaw k>*tkkig, fexsttijtei and con- 
Jtaiofe More c«^ft£ton*tefha* ptodeftf', 
ft**c«)dJi*t kelp^iJigMad^deMbrt- 
gk», attft^tfeotftififtg a* dffiefoos eoftttariff- 
#aii** 4f her tew cwwlitioflj Aft* rtmfdd 
Ike ftara«id cfcttofity of tU y*ang btkfe, 
and w* « Afertet Hioagk te add-to tfte oite t 
byftdifyiftg thfe dike*; Hei* to* rifefcta- 
•ffiilnsd Aftferif^totft^ alamwd the Mbttbi- 
omfc* jA hat .gay hopes erf futttrehtf- 
ptfrtft taaifttd te ** ifcflfcftt % * hdnlti flafe 
*? futye&tfft, #iffr ail it* dreadful edti&- 
$tett*rt» cbjfctiMii Jmp<*ttftWWes, tmavotd- 
tJbte qvafrtft} <*&*»* ftjfjricibh* ; no peact, 
no tranquillity, l^hjfct t ftiglMftft f&tyOk I 
Why did not (be know this before ! She 
repented^ wept 1 , affiled h&rftlf immode- 
rately r every infant redoubled her terror. 
Madam <FAJby and Madam <fe Tervifle 

Could; 
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ooaldnot more her fears ;* aad when they 
led her t* the nuptial chamber, all their 
efforts -to adm her tMubfed rtfrid, could 
en] jr draw font her a preowft te> govern her* 
ttf, to Coaeetil her grief, and not offend 
Jyfenf. de Mongla** by letting 1 him. fee her 
fautk& aod difobijgia^ regfec 

Mad^tfAlby wa$fej*ee j^ out, when 
Henrietta* forgetiiflg the prooufe Ac had 
juftnuuJeh^r, ro^pi^ci^itately, and haitily 
tbtwriag on brr gow^ was preparing to 
<|pit the worn* the giftaotMonf. deJMoaglae. 
**tevcri. She dwrew herfcl^ tr<»WM^ on a 
conchy heftfcdovm by her,, iookado* her 
few lime in Afaice^ and feeing her pale- 
mk> peacciving trouble and ftar: j* her eye* 
fetjaeiftefted wit* h*r te*h* be took her by 
£e kaa^ j*«flad it, Itf&d it* and ta aa 
aceeatef fenderntfe?nd aaaotie* ;• lake cooh 
Art, &M»*f f^fd he, tata comfort fat 
enow Yoirih#in^pwelM^h)fadifis^e^ 
able comp latftaca, th^e eafy fcwft*r> Mfcer* 
ia I hay* now placed ypn # fci marrying 
you, I was, not urged by thedefireof pefleC 
fing a beautiful young woman, but by the 
define of making a valuable one happy* 

DifmiJa 
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Difrhifs your fears, I wave my privilege 
as hufband : your happinefs and mine re-; 
quire it* The ftruggle is-.doubtiefs rvkrientv 
How hard to reprefs. the emotions Which 
this moment raifes ! Your charms l-^ftn .ac- 
quired right !— But by yielding to this im- 
pulfe I fhouH* prepare the way to long and 
bitter repentance. At my years, love is ac- 
companied with *eftieflhefs, and with p*Jn! 
the 1 certainty of not being abltfto plekTe, car- 
ries a cruel reflexion to .the' heart ; diftruft. 
walks hand in hand, and frightful jealoufy 
treads upon its heels, 'Soon,, tormented by 
fad fufpicions, 'we affiled, we offend the ©b* 
je£fc of our love, and the ciufe ; bf our dif- 
quiet; we make her as unhappy, mi more 
to be pitied than ourfelvts t -no, my lovely 
Henrietta, the tide of htifbimd, fo neceflary 
to give a fan&ion to my regard for you in 
the eyes of the world, and to make you par* 
take in nty fortune; fliall nevdr induce me 
to trouble the fweet tranquillity of your days'. 
View in your hUfljand, a lender father, ah 
indulgent < friend : I have refcued you frdrn 
oppreffion and tyranny : look on my houfe 
as a fan&uary, where peace and liberty await 
' you-; 



"yojlfrcremefcibfr, when you fliall come to 
inhabit it, the difinterefted motive which en- 
gaged me to make you miftrefs of it; be it 
your care to make it agreeable to yourfelf 
and to me ; condefcend to ftrevfr fpme flowers 
oo. the' wirier of my life 5 treat with kind- 
<nefs a mart -capable of .preferring you to 
himfelf; of faring you the importunate 
proofs of tendernefs j of refifting thepower- 
ful impulfe of his fenfesj, of extinguishing in 
,your prefence, a flamey that glows perhaps 
with the more*ardour, as* it.dtaws nearer the 
period of its extinction. Yes, my dear Hen- 
rietta, I facrifice all mydcfires to you; from 
this moment, I adopt the fentiinents of a 
father for you, and find; myfelf happy in 
►thelconfideratiori that they will make your 
duty le£s irkfoqae, yo,ur. obligations more 
cafy to be difcharged,, arfd for* ever remove 
from both, of us the leaft degree of mifun- 
derftanding or diftafte. 

The more Madam de Neuillant's impru- 
dent * difcourfe had * alarmed* Henrietta, 
and the more terrible, it had made her huf- 
band appear, the more agreeable was the 

furprife 



furprife, which this Speech, fe capable V 
crating its fad impvefton, excited.*- Tei»4e*- 
•tiefs a»d<toight, called forth teens of ccmfopt 
and joy, which bathed her ftice and fcofom* 
Yoa,my father! Yoii-ny frfe»d<1 Yo* Si*'! 
-repeated fee, throwing herfcif into thcams 
«$f MenC de MongUs, and p raffing 4iim to 
feerbreaft wish txanfpprt: Oh I cried &e, 
may my affiduitica, jny aweatwefncndftnp, 
my ie(|>e&, mygrattaide, comey eveejrmi»- 
nwnt, taaot the ibuj «cf my generous friend, 
all that pltafarewtth whteh hie goodnefs 
has fitted mine* Monf. de Monglas fpent 
the remaining pert of the-night m acqtta+nfc- 
ing the Marchionefs with the plan of life he 
had chalked outtfor himfelf. AH the amufe- 
ments oonfiftent with good breeding, deco- 
rum, and family happing encored int*4His 
plan 'formed -for fheir-common fclteitp. Jfe 
made her fenfiWe, but with^cautien and de- 
licacy, how much Die ought to fear the «*- 
pofing to ridicule, a man who, without the 
allurement of a trahftesit pltafnre, mtfiout 
paffion, and without Sntereft, dud -cnteuficd 
hot wiri* the power of ptutMhrnghia* aw a 
ftep* in which eflran Aaal finkscUhip tad 
engaged him. 

Madam 
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ftiftAim d* Menglaa waB fiient. Her e#n* 

^ufion and blufhes did not allow her to make 
any anfwer ; but her expf effive looks allured 
the Marquis the imderflood feini. They 
parted fatisfied with each other, and the 
contested air of Henrietta next njoroing, 
furprized her mother, who was uneafy at 
the temper (he had left her in the evening 
before. That lady was afraid left Monf. 
de Monglai might have had reafon to com- 
plain of a difinclination difcovered fo late, 
or Ihew his regret for the good he had 
done to the family to which he had allied 
hirafelf, and repent with forrow his noble 
conduit towards an ungrateful woman. 

Madam de Wongla^ gave her a faithful 
account of what pafled the preceding night. 
The Countefs admired the behaviour of the 
'Marquis, and immediately after told ft in 
confidence to Madam de Terville. After a 
month's ftay at Chaze!, the new-married 
couple returned to Paris, and the more Ma- 
dam de Teivllle becomes acquainted witlh 
ker niece's fcntiments; the more die finds * 
her delighted with her condition. 

From 
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From Cecity to Mademoifelle de Canteleu. 

Your regard for your friend, Mademoi- 
felle, muft give you a defire to know the 
nature of the family, where her happy de- 
ftiny prepares her a retreat. I will there- 
fore add to this account, written at my re- 
* turn from Chazel, whither I accompanied 
Madam de Terville, a fuccinft detail of 
what may excite your curiofity with regard 
to two perfons, as refpe&able by their cha- 
racter, as they are diftinguiflied by the ad- 
vantages of birth and fortune. 

If her diftance from the world, and her 
little knowledge of its ufages or pleafures, 
•made her ttay at Chazel agreeable in the 
eyes of Mademoifelle d'Alby, accuftomed 
to greater retirement and uniformity • the 
amufements which fhe found in her huf- 
band's houfe, appeared very charming in 
the eyes of Madam de Monglas. The 
Marquis loved mufic, and often gave con- 
certs* Affiduous in conforming herfelf to his 
tafte, the Marchionefs fent for matters, and 
foon attained to a great perfedtionin the art 

of 
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rf mingling the fwcet accents of a moft 
melodious voice, with thofe of the guittar, 
and harpfichord. A library confifting of the 
beft authors of every nation in Europe, made 
her defirous to learn feveral languages* 
Here Her application filled up part of her 
time, gave her new ideas, and difpelled all 
thofe that might have diminiflied her hap- 
pinefs, and kept up her joy and tranquillity. 
The more we occupy the anindj the lefs 
we feel the dangerous neceffity of finding 
employment for the heart. 

Madam de Monglas, who has- been mar- 
ried thefe two years, livens now as fhe did 
in the firft moments of her union with the 
Marquis. She keeps no open houfe, where 
people of rank and fortune admit indifcri- 
minately an impertinent croud : her toilette 
is not frequented by an idle fwarm of thofe 
ufelefs and unhappy mortals, who in the 
-morning count the tedious hours of the day, 
complain of their number, and lay out one 
part of them in contriving to fquander the 
reft. 

Vol. I, K The 
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The Marchiohefe, who is an early rifer 9 
reads till noon ; thea fl*e dreffes ; at half au 
hour paft one, her apartment is open when^her 
own family, the diftant relations of MonC 
dcMonglas, with feme chofen friends of ac- 
knowledged merit, are free to prefent them 
/elves, and arefure of an agreeable reception. 
The carp of doing the honours of an elegant 
and chearful . table, moderate play, dra- 
matic reprefentations, with all the little of- 
fices of fociety : all thefe amufements fill up 
her time, and make good the promifes of M. 
de Monglas : he had engaged to procure 
her pleafures of a left turbulent nature : he has 
called them all round her : her heart knows 
how to partake In their charms ; and (he en- 
joys them without the lead alloy of unplea- 
jing reflections. 

In order to form a juft idea of Tier delight- 
ful fituation, and to conceive her happy ftate, 
we mu#, with the Marchionefs de Monglas, 
. pieferve in the midft of the world, that in- 
nocence, that purity of heart, thetru* fouree 
of the tranquillity of the mind, and that cahn 
difpofition which fits us at all times to tafte 
the fweet imprdlions of joy. 

Women 
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Women though born with ftnfibiltty^ but 
fcred up to moderate their4ef»res, wtuld never 
feel a con fiderabfe part of the troubles t)f J ifet 
were friertdfliip only to form their connex- 
ion with that violent, headftrong fex, who 
cruelly endeavour to transfufe into our breafts 
thofe tumultuous paffions themfelves are in- 
flated by. Wetfc, tender, too fytapathi- 
eing, whilft we wifh to calm thefepaffion*, 
We fliare them : they dcftroy our quiet* antf 
t)uf happlnefs : trouble, .uneafinefs, forrow 
and regret find admittance with them, into 
our very fouls. May their happy deftiny pre- 
fcrve the two charming friends, whofe peace 
and tranquillity I ardently wifh, from their 
tad influence. 
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LETTER XXX. 

NO, . my lovely Hortenfia, nothing 
Can weaken your title to a heart ac- 
cuftbmed to. love you: What, 1 negleft 
you 5 no longer find time $o write to you? Alas! 
every moment in my own difpofal fhall be 
employed in giving you proofs. of iny con T 
ftant friendfhip. Gratitude, will, doubtlefs, 
attach me to Madam .de Monglas ; but this 
juft fentiment fliaU never tilot from my me- 
mory what I owe to my firft friend. You 
fhall never lofe that title, and I fhall always 
take a pleafure in preferving it inviolate. 

You are in the right to think fo : I leflt 
the Hotel de Terville with extreme fatisfac- 
tion. However, the Countefs has behaved 
vaftly well tome. The fear of her fon's 
return, and my defire never to fee Monf. de 
Monccnai again, induced me to feign myfelf 
indifpofed : Cecily obtained lfeave for me 
to keep my room. Sunday morning, having 
walked out; I was told oh my return, that 
Madam deTerVille Wanted me 1 : I immedi- 
ately went toher'a^aftmenti'I found her 

" / ''* v alone 
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alone with her daughter ; fhe made me fit 
down, put on a fouling air, and, in an ac- 
cent of raillery, chid me for having concealed 
my birth, my accompiifhments, and tvery 
thing that dtftinguijhedme from that rank in life. 
Ihadchofen to ajfume. 1 blufhed* I was afraid, 
to anfwer j it neither became me to deftroy 
nor to confirm the favourable impreffion which 
$ladam de Monglas doubtlefs imagined (he, 
ought to give of one whom fhe was going to. 
make her companion, .Luckily a vifit inter- 
rupted this embarraffing converfation ; I rofe 
with a defign to retire $ the Countefs flopped 
me; a moment after, the houfe fte ward #p-, 
peared; I, would; have left the room; .fhe. 
took me; by the hand,, obiiged me. to follow 
hcry. arid begged me to take my place at th£ 
table, which would have been mine, before. 
tad I difcovered myfelf. All dinner-time 
fhe made me a thoufand kind compliments ; 
fhe behaved as if fhe. had never feen me be-. 
fere. So many praifes laviflied oh the friend* 
of Madam de Monglas ; fo many expreffions 
of friendfhip fo long delayed, might have 
taught me, had \ yet, been to learn, how 
little we jiurfclves are concerned in what ofu 
K 3 en 
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em procures us- the confidcrati6n of tlte 
worlds 

The cantfica of Madam de.Terville had 
naeffeft or* my fenfibflity, and I left Madam: 
de Monccnat without any concern, but I 
regret the lofc of Cecily. We parted noc 
without fliedcling tears \ ray confidence inhei* 
has- not met with the Y&& return- ; and I was* 
app&henfiv* of appearing fodfftretf Hy pfef- J 
fift^htrtc^ tnuch enthat fufe>ift. J Aa I had? 
beeA linage acquainted* by her, wtth the cha* 
rafter of Mon£ de Mtagto; I v^u m hopes' 
of a. fiuttttFafele i*copti*A,.but littk thtouglff 
6f mating with fu*h an *n»a* he wa* 
pleafed to give oie; Ijidccd, myfriend, k* 
did no* x?f q«r me. into hi* family ar * 
young perfca who cam to implore his ai6^ 
flaece, off glace, hecfelf under hiapcoteftioa^ 
but aa a near reiation^ fought up jkLadiin 
tancc, whom ha had long wifhed to fee ; Urn 
did not afefi any compatfoir for sift, oi mafaft 
any profeiSons of ailifting nw'} heeaKiifaDm* 
ed afraid talejS rqrejf* tehaibqea. informed 
of my toisibpttuur* . Joy lhana Joi\ the cowtw 
tenaoce of hk charming ^ufe;. .They both* 
ftrcve to anticipate tnjr*defires j. they were at- 
tentive' 



tentive to the finalleft obje&s ; their, kind 
affiduities have replaced me in the lituajioij 
in which you left me : All the advantages 
which I felt the. want of, are reftored tome: 
I ought to be eafy, contented, happy ! but this 
Situation, in appearance fo like my former 
(late, is, however^ not the fame. Oh ? my 
dear, I am altered myfelf, and (b is every 

thing that concerns me.- 

• • t 

'Till the death of Madam d'Auterive, 1 
v&$ wholly "unacquainted with forrow^ I 
had neyer made one melancholy reflection, 
jew carried iny, thoughts forwards into an 
alarming fyturity ;, X imagined myfelf born 
to foBjtfyx 90J to ^referve the advantage! I 
ttyOyecl : 1 knew not that being born poor 
itad abandQneJ, .my very exifiericeexpofed 
irie to the necefl^ty of. fyfTering.-:— -Po.not 
zeeukmp of throwing a cloud over my pre- 
tent hippy conditio/), by the fuggeftions of a 
pridel have Be^eri fo often reproached with : I 
Tifoutd deteft myjelf if the" favours of two 
. worthy pedplcf lowered me but for one mok 
ment irl my own* eyes* 4 'Their goodntffs a£ 
fefts trie very deeply j ir doe* Hot hurt rift 
frtdei Believe mc, my Horterrfia, my toart 

K 4 • • •■ "--i 
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is tender* grateful j I feel all the value of the 
favours they load me with ; but for row has 
left fuch deep traces on my inmoft, foul ; I 
am grown fo uneafy, I am become fo inge- 
nious in afflifting myfelfj fuch dark and 
gloomy ideas do fo feed my melancholy, that 
1 can never hope to recover that tranquillity 
which naturally difpofesrus to look out for 
amufements, to relifli them, or to convert 
Jhem into.pleafurc^ . . 

Monf. de Germeuil writes me he is return; 
ing to Paris : He flops on the road at the feat 
of a relation, where his mother has promifed 
to fpend two or three days. By an odd 
chance 1 ih9.ll, perhaps, fet off for Malzais 
the very moment when he arrives. This 
contrariety of. our wifhes !— JBut why wifli 
to fee, him ? What have I to fay to him ? 
Why am I fo fenfible on account of this 
trifling event ? I fear it will give him un- 
eafinefs. I wrote to him yefterday ; I ac- 
quainted him with the kindnefs of Madam de 
JVIonglas ; but, on reading his letter a fe- 
cond time, one of his expreffions made me 
angry, and made me tear the anfwer I liad 
begun. Notwithftanding his amiable quali- 
ties 



ties* and his Extreme generofrty of heart, M> 
de Germeuil is not exempt from fome of 
the faults of his fex : Sp much impetaofity,* 
fo determined a will,'fo wrong a* manner 
of interpreting my (entiments!-*- Indeed, h 
could almoft complain of him. My friend-, 
fhip alone does not content him y his is the 
fource of a thoufand -inquietudes, of a con- 
tinual anxiety to me * m Is it poffible I fhould 
ftill perfift in encouraging it ? I will not 
write to him : he will learn from Pauline 
where I am ; and, being grown eafy about 
my fate, poffibly he may give over thinking 
of me. 

My flay at Malzais, will not interrupt 
our correfpondence : I fliall have your let- 
ters twice a week. Farewell, my dear, we 
are juft going to the concert : Madam de 
Monglas defires me to take her place at the 
harpfichbrd. • lam happy in poffeffing ta- 
lents fhe is tend ofy and in fpeaking thofe 
languages' fhe .ftudies. • -How much am I 
obliged to Madam- d'Auterive Tor the cire 
fhe took of my education ? : Every day, every' 
moment, recalls her. to my Heart : In every 
IC.5' .J ''•- pferittf 



ptrvoi. bf my fife I fa}} cherifh and revert 
htr mttootj. But let u* wave, for the pre 
ftnt* this afFeflteg Aibjtfti I muft foeo* 
ctafe**^ antf I dttfeh* t<frk* (W Farewell 
oh my vniinlk at ftfafeftfe, if witt W«iy Stft> 
-care K> wile t* you. 
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LETTER XXXI. 
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WHY doyoutbiokjueynirr^ rn^deatt 
friend '; why are you afraid of letting 
me read the fecrets of a weak heart ? I have 
rtfufidtocoxftfs taytit my inclination for Monf. 
de Genneiiil. Refilled! kow the repk*cfc 
ftings me ! no, I deferred nor. I treated 
you as a fecond fidf, and if my fentim&itf 
may be called zJeadtr huUnatWy without ben. 
ing guilty of a referee, which were to- firi 
againfl the Jaws of frieiuUhip, my Afltikuf 
m dmying *V is merely the confequeiujc o* 
my fe&deotptsoau { ■ .• ^ 

Well I aad pray why & my aurtgemgi 
refijhwe to roufe up y^c ^jrit to .way 

againft yflur <WI» AHtlJiMtiOfUs && &**& 
candidate for the honours of a triumph. To 
be lei-ions, our fituation iatjie world* 19. qpo 
different that my example Apuld. be fhftrplfc . 
your condu£L If the lofs even of th^t tfa 
dious law-fuit were to4educe,you$o^heiyu^ 
roweft circumftalice^ yo^i wpuJ4/h$ve>fc 
number pf advantages (till left you pf -w^ck 
lam deprived. Born of jipWe parent*, al« 
lied to ilkiftrious houfes, Alademoifelle do 

" Can- 
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Cimteleu never can have tbe fame reafons to 
Jlifie tbe inclination of bar bcarU Open then, 
that heart to me, my lovely, my dear friend \ 
awd i( it is weak* be allured of all the indul- 
£caceof mine* * ■ 

. We hays been at Mafeai* ttofe/fix days : 
3£qa£ and Madam de Monglas were, received 
at this Urge, and beautiful inanor 'as benefit 
cent mafters* wh^ft wifl\cd-for return brings- 
joy and plenty in their train. ■ They -are ii* 
hopes, dur \*g> the- *enjaining part of the flim- 
sier* to, eajpy the fweejts of freedom and 
trantjuillity at this, feat; But • Madam de 
Monglas's brothers, the Marchionefs d'Alai- 
rap, the Count deMoatalaire, his daughters, 
with a great .ieal more: company, are expect 
+d to^vard^ tke end of next moatlu 

An English Gentleman, 1 who ir obliged, 
a* rhnaginei by his health, to fpend part of 
the year fti ^Francei Jcame yefterday to take 
poffetftaa Of a pnvitit)^ delightfully folitary, 
and.iniflttatt.p&rpofe fkr him in' the center 
ef four gravesftf trees, which conceal it from 
the. vkw -of paff£i>gers v ,His name is Lord 
l»inrffey::.The Marcjuis and' he irave been 

long 
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long acquainted ; they met firft at Conffan~ 
- tinople, and travelled in company for eight 
years. Notwithftanding the difference 6f their 
age, a perfeft conformity of principles en- 
gages them in a fincere friendship. My LorxJ 
is much younger than Monf. de Monglas ^ 
his *uhi o&mifi4?3'ifcrfcu£> hiimane, but kv- 
dined to melancholy' • The ufual abode of 
this ftranger, during hrsftay in Frarfce; '& 
at three leagues diftanoe ifrtm the Chateau* 
de Malzais* It iata detached feat,, aftd has. 
but little outiward appearance % .die gardeft* 
are magnificent, and are Icept in beautiful 
order, but nobody is: admitted into theinC 
It might pafs for an uninhabited placed if my. 
Lord's liberality, . diffufed aft*ound this rci 
treat* did not make the poor feisftble of hw 
ptefence. : His humanity makes bin beldv£d> 
and refpe&ed, even by thpfe whohla^iehisi 
averfion for fociety. ' " ^ 

.-•.-,•• -• :.\ •■■•* ■*::,« •- 

If I were mirch adi&ed to vamty Jftoftid kfe 
diffidently mortified at theii^reffio*]itt&0* 
on him. , The fight of mfc ratfed;in fejtofu&f 
prife, emotion, and; almoft Jterrmr,' { f Pjlefe 
paffions were ftrongly noarfted* without • an^. 
mixture of the tender fediAgs*. ok thetoW 

trary, 



fefatio*oa looting «t m* **4 yet 1* iWt 
^f^it^edJkokbf atme. Madam d*M«i~ 
gbi, *** tod mare* before fon tfo fih'ead' 
«f ter tHtafrf** mi Uracil w$* tfcj * fin- 
gMl^i^i fee rgJUied iueibe wtak evening 
upQi*tbi$<*W elfc$ ^f tofitharm. wl do not 
l^ovr Jnwit happOP, tuft I was twwouiiU 
afcly ^^icrti w ith him, I find i, ftmug pro* 
poofity to* cftoem this ftraagerr His noble 
**d majeftk iic, itxfpiirsr jae with a kind of 
ttfefeft; I* would not be like the per Ami* 
Hie* add ftitt iafs call faacle to his tpeaoiy: 
aftfttng image* of the paft. Monf. dr 
Mongl» has alirays known him deeply af- 
fefiod With, feme fecret grief and continual 
melancholy } but «f my Lord ftmed to ta^ 
despotic* to oonccahiy he never dared to aft 
himthecauieof It^ 

I have no letter from Monf. de Germeuil; 
MiitteftoeaftoftffiMiie. Pauline writes me 
wwd that he i* not awived yen She fay* 
hd k Wurfy «nptaed j perhaps I ought to 
anfrrer him, a*d:infonn<hisi of die happy 
drags fat my condition : my conduct to him 
k impolite and cruel 4 it will give Monf. de 
• i# Ger- 



GWrttteiiil a right to reproach me; tut fit it 
fb accuftomed tacompkiiyand to be aAgry r 
that if Ihad written to hhn, I ftoold not have 
avoided the quarrel I look to meet. Indeed* 
I mver •bptfi fci$ 'Jitoert? without^ ftaf$ an<l 
my -h^tf* teifc wb« I think' how- ittubh Vc 
Auft (KftpppOW^finy cci^uft; an*WaW 
^preference! have given toth* cfiers of 
Madafn da Moj^^ without examining 1 
whether ftri& decency would permit me to* 
4cc$pt~o'f hfty.. ./- ; ~* -* s 

''. $af*wetty4ft^da*r, il^f*ediniethe|j«ftiil 
jirft going otf; I *av« hardly tim<i to dtiif* 
you/that Ifeall j«vof *ttet m my <ftem 
fbryouv • > : * - 
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LETTER XXXII. 

OH, my dear Hortenfa, w^at a dagger 
. .has juft pierced my heart.! Did you 
know, was you afraid to acquaint me with the, 
marriage of Mademoifelle de Sauve I Her, 
mother communicates it to Monf. de, Mon- 
glas -,. Madam de Teryille^likewife writes him, 
word of it* Laft Monday the contract was 
figned : The ceremony is to be performed in 
Iheicountty | the reft I am ignorant of* . My 
fitdden .oppreffion* would not allow me to at- 
tend to the reading of thofe letters ; at the 
firft words I haftily withdrew out of the Ssk 
loon ; I was fcarce able to go up ftairs and to 
reach my apartment : all trembling, difcon- 
certed, motionlefs, without breath, I fell on 
a fopha, and loft the ufe of my fenfes. 

Virginia, a girl who attends on me, by 
chance coming into my room, feeing me 
pale, my eyes clofed, and feeling me cold 
and fenfelefs, cried out, rung, and called 
for help : in a moment her fhrieks gathered 
a number of people about me. On the noife 

of 
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of this accident my tender friends ran to my 
affiftance : The kind afliduities of Monf. de 
Monglas, the carefles of the Marchionefs, 
their anxious looks, their affe&ionate quef. 
tions, moved me very fenfibly; my tears at 
laft found vent; the company treated the 
fainting fit they had feen me in, as the eiFedt 
of vapours, occafioned by a long fcene of 
trouble 5 and the profufioft of my tears ap- 
peared to be the confequence and the con- 
clufion of that fit of melancholy. 

Madam de Monglas had me put to bed ; 
to pleafe her I ftaid there all the evening: It 
is now midnight; fhe has juft left me; I 
have fent away Virginia ; I am now, rifen 
without noife, and write to you; 1 have 
much need to impart to yourboforn the. in- 
fupportable grief which rends my own. 

But whence proceeds my anxiety ? What 
unreafonable fentiment draws thefe bitter 
tears from me? Have I, hot always consi- 
dered Mademoifelle de "Sauve as the deftined 

wife of Monf. de Germeuil ? -But how, 

why does he conceal his marriage from me J 
I have fo often conjured him to obey his 

mother I 
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fliother ! ^0h ! heiho^dapt have rcpcateJy 
(worn to me in all hm loiters, that he neve* 
would* iWji never cOjufeBt-^ He ! my dw, 
He deceive mc !^, fo nw being anothcr^s ; 
could be give rmn fucb ftreng afikranQta of 
his tendeinefc, bcfi^hitt? with ib much ar* 
dour to approve to* cfcfigfis ; to partake in his 
wiftes, in his lovt>-*-Qh» good God; \ if I 
had been (h ferfuced by hi* fair offers, or 
vain enough to indulge myfelf in fuch flat- 
tering hopes ! . i «». &K»igdeed» it is a com- 
fortable refleftion not to have given way to 
a /bojifi} confidence j or if out <h4U& t»ve 
been fo weak, a* leaft, *> kude one*? &Wt 
from the wotfd, ajtf b\ugi inwardly. 
* * * " ►» ♦ 

r But, What jntf r§0j <#**< Monk <fc ^opglaj 
take in this evint ? JQoes he know the Ifcr* 
qulsHe GermeiiU? fc MadenaoifeUe d* Sauvf 
his relation by blood or marriage ? Theii 
letter overjoyed bin?. . S.hwW I be fa vnfcr- 
lunate a> to fee the Marquis de Germeu.il ax- 
/lye here !— s — 5"^ now I xecolledt^ tbe day 
when V informed Madam <k Monglaso/ a)J{ 
fad adventure, ifce congratulated herfelf qu 
Jiot being intimately copne&ed with ar\y of 
tfc heirs of Madam d'Auterive : perhaps 

fome 
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fame bady'elfc is going to marry Matfemdiw 
fclU de Sauvc— O my dear, fhoold i be<ji 
happy ! wOn* Hortenfia, . wKieher do tnf 
thoughts wanxferf Bu^wha* a^ivant&ge cpvftl 
IrpromWc my^f fnMilMadenK>ir«ilied« SauveN* 
mitrying feme fiik^d *l Moiif. dc Mon* 
glas ? Is the forrow which dppieflts me ex-* 
cited by anunjuft jealoufy ? Have I indulged 
myfelf in a wifh to enjoy the poffeffion def- 
ined for Mademoifelle de Sauve > when I 
hare refufed it myfelf? Shall I be mean 
enough to envy it her i Oh 1 let her poffefe 
the Marquis, and may joys and pleafures be 
the lot of the happy companion of Monf. de 
Germeuil i may delight, may felicity mark, 
every moment of their lives I— —No, I did f 
\Bot believe him capable of this ufelefs, this 
blame-worthy diffimulaxion : Why thofe re- 
iterated entreaties to quit the Hotel de Ter- 
ville, to retire into the country, or go into* 
a convent ? Oh > what is it to him where 
my unfortunate days run out, or where I ter- 
minate a troubled and wretched life. 

But I give way to my grief * my eyes,, 

fatigued and heavy, force me to lay down* 

my pen. I will try to compofe myfelf, to, 

-': :. .* become 
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btcome miftrefs of my reafon, that I may 
give no more uneafinefs to thofe friends who 
honour me with fo true an afFe&itou Fare- 
well, my dear, . may you never undergo the 
torments which, a ftate of uncertainty throws. 
us into, or. the ft ill greater of awakening t? 
a certainty of etil. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXlIIi 

EVERY fhjng clears up, . my dear § 
it is not Monf. de Germeuil, it is— 
I can fcarcely yet pevAiade royfelf^ it is the 
Marquis de Terville who marries Mademoi- 
selle de Sauve. Before {he gave a pofitive 
anfwer, Madam de Sauve infifted that the 
young Marquis fliould purchafe a place at 
court. . There fell out a very fuitable onp 
to be fold. .Monf. de Monglas aflced the re- 
fufal of it, obtained it, and was fo good as 
to lend the Countefs de Terville part of the 
fuiji neceflary for the purchafe of it. This 
loan was the important fervice which made 
Madam (Je Monglas fo fure of her aunt's com- 
pliance, when flie was pleafed to ask me of 
her. 

I blufh at my fiifpicions • I am afhamefl 
of my weaknef&i and ftilj jpore fo of my in* 
juffice. I repent that I communicated to yoft 
my ifalfe conje$ures, , Could i jjol&bly think 
fo ill of Monf! de Germeuil ? forget in an 
inftant his noble franknefs, the amiable can- 
dor of his foul. A heart liki his, can it 
4 diflemble i 



JJrflemble? Alas ! his attachment for me is 
but too fincere, too tender, too conftant 1 
whither ^IMthkindination curry htm, fatal 
to his quiet, to his happinefs ? He has re : 
je&eii tNit 4Ifcufte, foWnck Ached by'' bis 
Brother,' *ftd by iH thte -relations ofMxfc^ 
feoifelfe <fc Baiirfc^«Oh, my Crod, If that 
aw*er<enragcd at Mm !— Mbrteidia, his ve- 
ry te&afotfon «F iovt aSH6fcs' itfe ; his paf- 
fioir«rik^i»e*eifi^(b <tfhU ftt^, and I 
ih i»etutatah fcrittg fcfttt BOtfcing^itt: iricoh* 
Veniencfe,- or.grfrf." ••••-■*- • 

' TrigenibUs ih'tornientiog nvyfei?, I per- 
liajs; gfte toay to frivolous fears. Since my 
kjoriting'tb Mateais, Wonf. de Germeuil hat 
tevfr Wrftteii T6 ixfci Faulme has 1>eeri fe T 

Vwtf times « the hmet tie T*Tville, with- 
^utllitttlhgiswjrlwteit for m'^Who *m* 
ploys hi$ thoughts fo much in the oounfryt 
r-He begin*, to negk<3 me j his reafon, 
^oubfters, bi8r frith forged me, renounce his 
fx6\t&; andWti&dtnc a prfffibn fb contrary 
16 lib. peace ttT'tti&fdl ; UWB ! Why toould 
te prefeW^Svfcft^ I ffiyfttf Endeavour to 
iliftfoy tt i wtofclfoheur engages me 'to ufe 
4 * thou- 



a thoufand efforts to make him forget: 
tne? 

Mfcdam ide Monglas ha* received yoAlr let- 
net with an extreme fenfibiHty ; you will fiiift 
hf her obligingpanfwer, how Weft (he remeftf- 
-ber* her firft affeftions. I every fyy difcdvtr 
itew qualities hi her; ffie gtowa very de*r 
to me, and Moftf; de Mongte infpires mfe 
with that refpe^, that ttrtoVr anil filial ve*. 
•iltffetiort whicft X *mte frit forMadam d*Arf- 
%erive. Pkafure and Kbmy reiglt here $ the 
eafy chearfalnefs of the matter and mi- 
-&*fi is diffufed over all who farround them*, 
they delight tft making often happy, and 
fortune has fuppBed ttem with* the power df 
inftrigingfo noble a 4ifp6toitoti. 

You (Wire ** know wfeM^er Lord Lind- 
fey HiH eemtinues utteafy at feeing me. No, 
on <he eo^a*y he appear* very much pleat 
ed wirti my company. 1 of ten meet Wm iji 
Itymorhiftg wajfca ; byconversion i* ftftitff. 
ing ami engaging ; I hope to^nprorebylrft 
ettfcnfti^luwwtage m^ar to ^on^tew th^t 
twrfctf ftfttyiftt?^ 
<*a4 ioi*aUdme r 

. • ' ^ I cannot 
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I cannot conceive how that nobleman 
deflined by his birth and by his diftrnguifh- 
ing talents to fill the higheft pofts in'his 
country, came to embrace a voluntary ba- 
nishment, and {till continues to make but 
. unfrequent and fhort journeys thither ; he 
is twenty years younger thaaMonf. deMon- 
glas, and is mafterof an immenfe fortune j his 
jaerfon is graceful and noble ; he poffefles 
5Y«*y advantage one can covet, or envy. 
What then is it that can affli& him ? Do not 
figure to yourfelf that Lord Lindfey is either 
gloomy, Qiunfpciable : if he flies from fociety, it 
is without hating it, and without lofing any of 
thofe accomplishments that are derived from 
it. Madam de.Monglas, Tome what prepof- 
feffed againft a nation unhappily too often at 
war with our own, is furprifed to fee this 
nobleman fo attentive to entertain and amufe 
her, and to find him totally devoid of all 
.thofe ridiculous prejudices, which give birth 
jo fp piany falfe ideas* and fi> much real an- 
; .tipathy. It is eafy tp perceive that fee is nqt 
happy i but his extreme politeneft, hi« wit, his 
.complaisance, render his melancholy inte- 
resting* it infpires every bQdy with a defireto 
: : 2 divert 
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divert htm from \t y while it is fa tempered 1 

as not lo throw the leaft gloom oyer the 
company. 

Monf. de Monglas diverts himfelf ^it& 
making him guefs, whether I am Englilh 
or Italian j he gives into the j eft, but cer- 
tainly I do not /peak thefe two languages,* 
well enough to raife any doubt in him, not* 
withftanding he compl^ifaatly aft*e6ts one. 

By delaying the confidence you prbmifed 
to repofe in me, you redouble my uneafinefs* 
In fpite of thefe auftere maxims, which you 
feem to reproach me with, be well affuredj 
ipy dear .Hortenfia,. that iny heart, will fttare 
every fentiment of yotirs. 



* 
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X E T T E R XXXIV. 

WHAT! my tender, friend, cpuH 
you conceal fo long from me the fe- 
cret of your heart ? You dreaded my fuperior 
judgment. I fliould have very little, if I were 
capable of heightening your forrows by ufe- 
lfcfs remonftrances : I conceive your difficul- 
ties ; I feel them ; I pity you* and weep 
with you. But is there no way to foftent 
matters, to alter this perplexing and difagree^ 
able fituation of affairs. Is it impoflible to 
bring about a compromife? Have you never 
thought of it? Is there no way of fubduing 
•your coufin's obftinacy, and the pofitive hu- 
mour of the old Count de* Melville? Do 
you know nobody whofe credit, addrefs or 
friendship is able to conciliate their minds 
and unite their affections. 

But pray, how long has the Marquis de 
Melville been at Roan ? Where did you fee 
him ? At whofe houfe did you begin this 
fatal acquaintance i How came he to be fo 
often in you* company, and to infpire you 

with 
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with £o warm a regard ? With fo many aju- 
ranees of his efteem^ have you none of a more, 
pleating diftin£ion ? You are not beloved* 
Who you, my dear ! I can hardly perfuade, 
myfelfofit. 

If you do not flatter Monf. de Melville ; 
if he is fuch as you reprefent him, he can- 
not be infcnfible to charms and qualities fa 
capable of affe&ing a man who thinks. 
Why does he purfue you ? Why does he 
always fcek you out? He fays mthin^ 
to you ; he cqfls his eyes on tfje ground \ he 
dares not approach you ; he feems to fear you y 
and you fufpect that he hates you? He may 
fear you, my dear, but furely he does not 
hate you. . The prefent cjreumftances ren- 
der his conduit natural enough. As you 
have both the fame claim to the eftate in li- 
tigation, he muft look on you as an enemy. 
Your every wiflx is in appearance to deprive 
him of his fortune. How (hiould he pene- 
trate to the bottom of your heart ? One of 
.the two mtfjl inevitably ruin theotlxr \ fad and 
cruel dilemma ! how difagreeable it is to de- 
rive one's hope of happinefs. from the ruin" 
L 2 •f 
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of a perfon, whofe intereft we prefer to our 
own advantage. 

« 

But why fhould you not avail yourfelf of . 
the vacation time, to employ the mediation 
of a friend ? Doubtlefs it is not fitting you 
ihould feem to wifh" for a compromife, fmce 
$our union with Atonf. de Melville* can alone 
promote it ; I approve your delicacy. How 
uncafy is your fituation ! bow it moves me ! 
how it pierces my heart !— — Alas ! whither 
has the time fled, the happy time, when we 
were wholly unacquainted with thefe conti- 
nual vexations ; when everjr day promifed 
us amufements and pleafure ; when all our 
hours pafled over unmarked by fears, fruit- 
lefs defwes, or gloomy reflexions, 

. * '* * 

. I#t me place before your eyes the motives 
of confolation I ihould adopt in the fame 
<ircumftances ? Qn a fuppofuiori you Ihould 
lefe your Uw-fuk, the fortune now under 
litigation will be adjudged to him', whom 
you now fear to deprive of it j would 
.not this be a mitigation of ydur tntefbr- 
iuac? But if Mhc /dccificn is favourafftf, 

what 



What joy will it be to offc? to partakf It 
with him. His father's 'anger is a tranfient 
fentiment, excited by intereft, which you 
need not fear. The Count only defires to 
ieeure to, his foa thofe lands which yoU 
claim; it will lie indifferent'to Rim, Whe- 
ther he obtains then* by a decree of the court, 
or by a jun&ton of your hands. Do not 
fuffer yourfelfto be cift down, • pluck up 
yourfpirits, the iftiiete uncertain, and per- 
haps may be an happy* one* - May' iff anfwer 
alt the wift*s,6f the afft&fonate and gene 4 - 
. raw foul off my deai friend. • 

... ^ • . • 

I cannot anfTOr-your qucftions in regard 
»o Mohft 4t G^tteuiFj he Has not written 
16 Ate* I cohtas* his filenct ^onHKes 
jjie. It was my duty *o wifh, and^erhaps 
I was really defirous not to occupy bis 
thoughts fo myoh* but i never coidd endure 
^to rtkcA without uneafinefe, ^t being en- 
tirely forgotten by .him :< I irpagtped ; iha^ta 
friendship congenial with, our reafo frt'rf ■ 
I Will not examiiW the condu# q£. tfce ^Jar- 
quis da GermcuU : peffibly l|e may ex- 
plain of mine j poffibly too,, hft mwf ai>t 
L 3 have 
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have obfervcd my want of pun&ualiry. And, 
why fhould he think of me j why (hould he 
entertain a fruitlefs paffion? What plea- 
fine can it afford him ? Can the infrequent 
and refetved afiurances of my efteera, give 
him any comfort, or find a place amidft fo 
many diffipations and pleafures, to which 
his youth, rank and fortune in title him? 
The mind muft be in a ftate of fadnefs ; 
xnuft itfelf ftand in ftecd of comfort, before 
.we can experience any fatisfadion in re- 
viving letters from a friend, and in reading . 
them over a thbufand times with fympa- 
tfcetifc feelings, and emotions. I ihould be 
very cruel indeed were I to wiih Monf. de 
Germeuil, in fuch a fituarion -of inind, as 
to render him incapable of tailing more fa- 
tisfa&ory enjoyments.. 

No, I have not altered my idea of L«rd 

Lindfty. He is always extremely obliging 

to me ; Ihe more his beart opens, the more 

-his temper is known, the more worthy vfC 

-finA ten* U> infprre a foBd and lairing 

friendship. He amufes himfelf Wh inftrud- 

- ingtne in the properties of plants; This 

J>. .1 • ' fludy 
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fhidy fills up thofe hours of the morning, 
which Madam de Monglas dedicates to her 
houfhohj fcares* Farewell, my deai 1 $ I fay 
with you, why are we feparated ? There 
are moojtnts when we xrould wifh to miff- 
gk our teatfii 



;«t 
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LETTER XXXV; 

NO, my Atari wetter fcdl I i*eov«r 
that internal peacV, which mtfde m* 
fo happy during the life of Madam d'Au- 
terive : every : thing feenied to promife it me 
here, but my hopes are vanifhed z I begin 
to fear angering and diffclcafirig my oblig- 
ing friends,*^ by ftewinghoW far I am from 
relifiiing the fchemes they have adopted fat 
-my advantage ; how ImpolSbld it will be to 
fall in with their notions, and to place my 
felicity, in that' fplendid Ank, which they 
have in view and are proje&ing for me. 

For fome days paft, Lord Lindfcy is be- 
come the fubjeft of a conftant altercation, 
between Madam de Monglas-ahd me : railr 
kry makes the difpute ftill fupportable, but 
our opinions are fo contrary, and our views 
fo different, that the fweeffcefs of our corre- 
Ipondencc may become gradually altered by 

Monf. 
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MonC dc Mongfaw, by obftittatel y <kf clfl- 
ning to diYcaveu my eofaotry r ha* rery naL 
turally raifed his friend's curiofity in regard 
tp thepJace-af *iy Wtivfey,! *od the-Mar- 
chionefe <iiterts h&fyll wt)* fenattftfipgriit* 
fcy giving hitn a kind Of Ms* ctf • the : firigu* 
larity of mjrf fomihfe : .at prefehtflic aflig-hi 
a particular thocive for the inqoiftewefleffc 
Ibe has given birth- to: &e attributes* %a 
fe wy warm concern* Ins fimpkr dttirc of 
diving into- a myftery j perhsfj* thai o?<Kfr 
covejriiig & cpttritry*.woman, ifltll^otej 
perfen* whom the partiality of her friendfe 
-reprefents as worthy of hiaefteem. '*'*{ 

His affiduity, his complaifance/ for m^ 
are .tfceiobjefts of £ur whole cpn,v,erj(aiiOij| 
%nd -of a thou&ncL perplexing . AippejTitioi^ 
r | be aaivb fm^ifli^f Ma^affi dfcj R$pj£ 
alas fills heri jma^ina^^ jwith tV mdft piea- 
fing images $. fl\e i*:iAeeflahtly talking ,ty 
me of rank ahd4brttt(pe : * :j}M-cjtii3es-teirefr 
ferioufly, for liilening: ;to> her With indiffi- 
roivce, and I fqe how I .flvould bf Wapaed 
if Juch iantaftic; ideas had aay ; feal founda- 
tion ; would they forgive .me. the refufirig 
*L 5 * flich 
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iifch weighty: vSvmmgkr* wRe» they ctcsi 
blame nc . fbc not <kfir iwg tfcem f 

, . '.. . ■ / . 

- ■!• reproach myfetf *r> * wft»i «f confr- 
dencc* ftncem?, i»id» vplftfcara I -could hats 
wUhed my fl»ea*t 9u(d beei mom< opto witti 
Madam dej^MongJ**.,- W5hra 1/ acquainted 
her with mjrtforlotn fitiiatioa^klid ii©$ intend 
at firft tfedjjguift aj*jr tUpgifrom hec f but I 
know, not what fecuct cpn^bfion fuppceiled the 
xHttne^of M^nQcnQfiwiimiiiy.Uptii pught 
«#^ I tQjhaije (tifliogiiUhedihim iram thofe 
jfhofc unfe^in^ behaviout 1, ; experienced i 
Why befilent c*p ; t,h^ noblenefs of his chas- 
rafter I Why not fpeak of his generous of- 
fers ? Jf^the fear of apearing either .too* 
Vain* or fob credufous, obliged me to keep 
fctence -*as 'to his intentions,, flxould I have 
ttac&f&IikfWfler his affiduities, His frienJ- 
ftip, his repeated endeavours to m^ke me 
accept of his prefents f How could* I be ft 
*tttigrateft4 as to Be afliamed" of his goodne% 
•r not dare to. avow it t 

This imprudent feferve reaves me with- 
out an anfwer, and without any reafonabfe 
•bjectjon;*© thefe notions of Madam de Mon- 

glas* 
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ghsk 2b: vwild make it*? qonda& Appear' 
very ftrange ift her fight, J£ any. propofai ■• 
from my Lord Lindfey (hould oblige me 
M declare my ,^otin}ei)ts r »^aa titles. ,^tfd 
rfches ,d$a&fc »** Qta^^ttr 5h?^n4 
wfeifth., ,^^^^^^^11^^ «%n*d*a 
aft* S^^^r^^^h> ^J:«WS* .4:; 

havepiOfniftdl^.to.J^ unengaged l*>-ne*i 
ther fprtyn^nor gtji^ur i^H >; m^e nte^ 
break ,tha* yotytygry J^omift : AlfM ^what*, 
are all jfl^ ( ficM.;i^^ L w»^''ti^ we : <tfei 
n^^fire : thcmi . Ck ; -v. '*:* - i '>H4 

"A moderate fhare of tfiofe envied riches. 1 
tf ould be ftrf&cient to gratify ' the Vifhea of 
my 'toearti* 1 R *fs .Jong ^firtc6 I have deteiri ; 
mmkiW^^^t^6^i^i& ti live in/" 
I cannot put my. fcfaeme in eJcedutj'on ' witftv* 
out affiftance; I once, hoped ]lq obtain it 
from the goodnefe. ctf Madam de l^bngkfc*; 
Being an hundred ti^nes on* the* print ;qf ! 
commiftucatifl^ my**Ci^*:to~:beYy I \was 
deterged ify her kno^-aveUfari'to'.srcofc- ' 
vetit T ^ 1 feared her*rci^6hftWh<?e3i ,, intie>er?v 
her reproaches ; ri> : defire * to leave her/ wit** 
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it not to r*j»f with ifegsaifoifo stB J*r 

fcdicitudc to make afe bappjri •' * ;- 

fty 6cc*fid^t*M**tte fcf***ftmek 'aii»^ 

give* no figh* C* tfo fchiifcge they ' imagine; 
tfty obfe/ve Ih Kirii •. hb melbrfcfibly far ndt; 
fftmrmf&rd ; figte oft^^&ajpirfrdifi hkft, anJ J 
femetidie4 ; J<fee «fe t^V^fe'fi& fron*- 
hheyc*^ k istiruc, be pay* rite the tfwflr : 
attentive afic^ionv but his condttft is equal, 
*nd wkf*>*K emcri^ft>ef paffiopj I cwld call 
it, ray 4e^r, a p^fefml ^fie&ign, if I trader* . 
Hood tb? force and exqej* of f; fentiment, , 

wvc? to j»fgire,. ... 

*evet *»/*<*{ fe your mm**y ib$ vnpdmm 

tie* Af&f- d*> &Uly*Ui my vmu % Uying 
ypucfetf »n<fc* &F xeftraiut, dp ypi| ima- 
gine you oaa baaUb bin* from ypuf heart? 

Believe 



Believe me, my good friend,, it is diffi- 
cult, and even iqipoffible to blot out a 
pleating mjpfldpion ;' ^wmfiy'Iceef o|ir fen- 
juments to ourfelvcs, but ,tp deft toy tbim* 
the very attempt tpdo jt-rr-l)b ! it i».* 
.▼cry crue| ? ; aUl 4 ^/wiSAep^ 01 ^ 
' - " :'*::: '?'■ V Vin'v: : fr ; In' V.- • '.: f{ f *r\ 

-"'_:.. ,t/fft I r .*. "rl.y ':>!..•'. !:.. ■ ./' . ; \]\ 
■t i j X ?: '■.'-•■: k"\ ^ i* .'* '•• • ' '■• • • / ri > 
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• • ' L t T TW : XXXVli, ' 

TH E profound calm that reigns around, 
invites me in vain to tafte the fweets 
of fleep which clofes every eye in this beauti- 
ful and peaceful abode t why am I the only 
one, whom vexation, and uneafinefs keep 
awake I why cannot 1 partake of that reft, 
which univerfel nature feems to enjoy* 

Oh ! my 1 dear, my own imprudence 
throws me into bitter regret. Could y6a 
have thought it ? Monf f de Germeuil dares 
to abufe the regkrd I .Magined lowed to 
the nephew of A^adam d'Auterive: for a 
long time paft, his complaints afflid, and 
his reproaches hurt me. ■■ ■ Once in- 

deed, he fays, hi Aept within bounds; he 
avoided to dif plea fc and offend the \ but now 
toy cruelty will no longer fuffer him to con- 
Jtrain himfelf, and certainly he does not: 
he breaks out into paffion* he threatens, ho 

* T" z .." give* , 



gives htmfdf up to the greateft impetuoiky^ 
-^How bis temper is altered ! ; 

. I deTerved. the mortification L oneet with* 
* too food lover of aiyifidtf, hiade .me fear 
lo.Iof^the :frie»dihip^..i)fv Mdn£ !dc Geiv 
Jt>tuUy;and induced < me ; to keep, Up a com- 
merce^ I ought to have, ended: ii *ras ft&tf 
intereft thatfeduced, nor. ambition thatdai- 
%led:me- I have reftifal very advantageous 
offers, and coald^ not .forego* the pleasure of 
a dangerous correfp^ndence; ••> Oh] would 
I had neve* written- tft Monk de'Germeuiir**' 

Through the bftirtder of a Valet, hfs lct ; 
tef'dated from' Bayeuxrernkmed" for twelve 
cfays at ! th€f hotel' ide'Terville •" if I were to> 
Ifend you,, and were y6ii to' read that; letteii 
*—He defired to oheymej he fays^and* to for* 
get me / to ; obtalh tfilis \itfory of his reafoh, to 
accuftom his heart no longer to c*heri<h fen- 
trments, whkh ftaKe a fleafure in making fi 
fomenting? this painful/' this fhiitlefs 'at- 
temptj 4 Warns him to- mafe no tno're \ bom td> 
v adore me, he will not live without me y nor 
will ever renounce me* He will fee me> he will 



$e«k to ihe. I (hall not afymv Aft* of i 
pleafure fo long wifhed for. He returns r& 
all his old fchemes, which I have fo often 
rcJt&etL If Iperfti in ttvmgafe Abdan de 
Mdnocnai'sv he toill come thole to< me; he 
wiH let' heir know* his love far ah ungrate 
fid womq*> ht wiil no longer eonceil hfe 
Mgae; *r iii^f WW acquaint bis nwher\ 
bk rel*thm> and friends with them : heforefen 
ihe eoufeptences of pub an etht % hut be views 
tkm without emotion. By a voluntary re* 
jsunctatjon^ of that part of the fortune, 
wh^ch I intended to prtferv? for him, he 
will difpel my vain apprehenfions ; I Jhall 
np . longer keep him iV a cruel uncertainty. 
What objections can I make, after his fen y 
timehtt are, publicly known ? After, fo ma; 
nyjj>roofi of my tender y ny. generous fricndflnPy 
heipoutd bbtflrto think hut for one moment that 
his happiness 'gives me no concern; that I am 
not difpofed to accompltjb the wjhes of a man 
whofe mo/I ardent defire is to diffufe happinefs 
vOer my Ifftf^o owe his felicity ta me* end to 
jpe eternally entployeijL in promoting mine. 

In a truel uncertainty, bow die expreflion 

Xurprifes me !— Have I, my Hortenfia, kept 

4 Monf. 
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Monf, dc Germeuil in uncertainty ? H* 
would hlujb to thinf. — I ought to be dijpofed. 
— Whatd<xtf he prtfume to think? Oh J 
riiy dear, f find' I am humbled; I can never 
fdifcive ttyfdf.— I fclufli ihwardly.— Ahi 
yet, what caA I* ifcproachTOyfelf with T ' 



Four in tfo mining. c 

t I ftwe invito c^Vit^fcJ/: my fan* 

gicudon wawfcrr Wer * thouftnd Mttiit- 

chdljr objeaa. I tffqm **f pair ft- fe Asie 

? daftto piy heart tg j^ttrfarthitf ftwM* 

ifhtD^ouMv ©hJ y^ir^<^t8ijpthe^it, 

^ dWB, ft? ^v^ eMUljt) from 

M# #< Mdv«e, JhaitotfdW *kit»ftfr 

prefence throws you into i the men a^ufe 

.*na:fiow*itjv iqttfe ^ fd jffi q^ ind our 

JrfcmMbip;. Wtoc V^hf hai.Jy^- *0«*- 

ibwil dwrtM*?. itav£*ft£s ;Hfefe£$pof* 

fiha* bf AclaribQ hk kwtto **.. W «*&*** 

.motc alU tto.obflacl^.l;,oH^ w hfctt- 

-foe*?' Botirdm j^i^W*_««^<^b^ ^bjf* 

- ifaettfhfc hmt, make,m<f ^flawtoh^wiNS 

• Hd jfS*rtJ *?*r J0* totfijkmtfofi tix Jtfibvety 

hfc' **««»$ m*wi^ Ac 

-4 : • . . •; ,\» f v . .; ,.\ ;V[jy. .* i*n«d*r 
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neither fees, nor confiders any thing hut 
himfelf. Could he fora the cruel, defign of 
hanifhing me from the hotel de Terville j of 
expofing me to the refentment of his mo- 
ther, and in my diftrefs, of leaving me 
naught but the humbling refource of living 
on his favours, or daring by a bold and rafh 
ftep, to afiume the title of Marchionefs de 
Germeuil, with the reputation of an in- 
terefted girl, ungrateful enough to * carry 
.fprrow into a houfe, in which fee faw her- 
./elf cherifhed, to forget that Madam d\Au- 
terive brought her: upland gave her principles 
capable of making; her ever revere all who 
thud aqy <#nA$&h>n with her, and pvety ob- 
jfQ th»t may recal. he; tp her thoughts*. 

t . .*,; i: *i :.! : c'ric l, •; c . ^ r. >: ..J 

v My Gpd, how Jhoaldl have been.; teni- 
Sti oft receiving that letter at the hotel de 
-TervQlei to dread every. moment to fee 
Mont. de. G^Wuil ^nteriog Madam, de 
.Mofi&zufi'a cloftt, to! hear hufa riainrme, 
;** b^loi^g t* i\m% . as m juncotiftaht ca« 
<jtfctou*<ypwgw4troin, who wanted tfcx with- 
tdraw herfplf from that iwfy which <he hfer- 
•_ felf had given hijn. o\et h$*V How cotild : I 
.bav^anfivcred fuch a violent, paflionate let- 
ter ?— 
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ter ? — Oh, it is he himfelf, who treats iiie 
With fo much harfhnefs. — It matters not, 
I will not break the law I have impofcd 
on myfelfj I will hold my peace ; I will 
not wilfully di (oblige the nephew of Ma- 
dam d'Auterive ; an eternal filence {hall 

.prove to him that my defigni* not to keep 

. him in a cruel uncertainty* 



Seven in the mining. , 

I have been reading this ftrtmge fetter 
•ver again, and perhaps with too much in- . 
dulgence, Monf. <Ie GermeuiPs impetuo- 
fity vexes me, but his fentlments move 
me, and his intentions infpire me with gra- 
titude. If our fortunes were equal, his 
paffionate expreffions, his vivacity, his ar- 
dour, would feem more adapted to perfuadc, 
than to anger me. But fo ntany unfortu- 
nate circumftaxices keep us afunder j he ha* 
fo many advantages* ovef me )— But this 
very circumftance teems to require more de- 
licacy, in his conduct to me? Ought lie 
to have threatened me wltli a difcWetyy have 
;- * '-ill - ■> •■■ gtfen 
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|tvtftmt U|f to the reproaches of my heart t 
Can i fupport the idea of feeing him flatter 
himfelf— What 1 can the aflurances of an 

'■ innocent friendfliip induce him to believe.-*- 
He think* trie Jr/po/id*— Does Hte, my dear, 
d*«s He tell tf* fo ?— Hut I abufe your good- 

• ftefe* my loug fcrtawfuUetter* fatigue yog*- 
Pardon me th* id^fomencfa they give yet. 
Your kind complaifence hat too much accu- 
ftpmed me to ftek for confolation by writing 
to you. Have you not vexations enough 
•f your own* iWoin IDo ffe unjuft at to 
compel you topamke in Mine. 



LET* 
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LMTER XXXVII. 

WITH what a plcafing joy db yoq 
fill my heart! What; my dear, that 
worthy magiftrate whom your coufin defign- 
ed for your huiband, the innocent caufc of 
your difputes with her, is' aftually in the 
confidence erf Mbnf. de Melville? He fr 
your friend! j^ulafirc hisflobtedifinterctted- 
nefs. Well, my dear Hortenfia, you inuft 
acknowledge at bit, hodr little juftice you 
did yourfelf, in doubting the afteftion of 
your lover* The influence of the Prefident 
d'Arclai over the mini of the Count de 
Melville, will fhortly put an end to that 
iongproceedure, by an eafy accommodation, 
and the union of the two heirs, is fo pro- 
per, that your heart may fafely indulge the 
charms of hopes, 

If I anfwer the tender article whiqh con- 
cludes your letter, I far. to anger you;, 
1 fear ftill more to blend a femwent qf 
grief with thofe plcafing emotion* that rouft 

affeft 
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affe& you : but, can I diflemble the true 
difpoiitions of my foul, or encourage you 
in a dew tful expedition. A QJi, k nyr dear, 
when I promifed you to live with you y to ac- 
cept a retreat witbyouj it was at the abbey 
of Panthemon, where you propofed we 
(hould retire together j circumftances are no 
longer the fame ; pardon me, if I tell you 
that at prcfent it is impoffible for me to ful- 
fill that engagement* which you jnention to 
me with fo much zeal and goodnefs. 

The fituation of roy v mujd removes me 
more than ever from this brilliant fociety* 
with which I have no fort of tie.. Does the 
condition I am in anfwer to my fortune \ 
This borrowed luftre draws peoples eyes too 
much on ine^ raifes too much curiofity j 
my every tafte, defirc, or inclination, lead 
towards foli^ude. You will not be happy ^ till 
you receive from my hand the confirmation of 
my promife,' Oh! allow me to perfuade 
myfelf you will be happy by the certainty 
of making me fo, fixing my fituation, ren- 
dering me independent, * and bani&ing for 
ever all fear and uneafinefs from the heart 
of your friend,* 

' 4 If 
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If the fucccfs of Monf. d'Arclai's affidu- , 
hies anfwer his wHhes, before the Marquis 
de Melville becomes mafter of your for- 
tune, I will prefume to afk, and to hope a 
favour from you.--—. Your fenfxble heart 
will poffibly be moved in granting it me. I 
will beg of you my dear, to procure me ad- 
mittance into that convent, where ever fince 
the death of Madam d'Auterive, I wifh tp 
dedicate mydays^ in feeking that peace, that 
calm which I cannot recover in the world. 
Be not caft down, my lovely Hortenfia, be 
not hurt with my refohstion; I have sot 
taken it precipitately: if you impartially 
examine all the motives which determine me 
to form this deiign, you * will agree, that 
both my condition and reflections ought 
naturally to.infpire me yrith the defire of 
an eternal retreat; but I will not dwell on 
that fubje£t, it will be time enough to. re- 
fume it after your interefting affair* are 
ended, 

You do not think i&e indulgent tmugh to 
Monf. de Germeuil : you pity him j alas ! 
fo do I. I have received three letters from 

him) 
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him 4 tfcey ace .very iiif^iUiiam the fcrft : 
he conjures me tp forgive him thofc eg* 
prefliojjs^foi f rim htm in tkt bitUrruf* tfba 
£w*;,be J>egs Jieitrg^ hcimpkmipy gfodtufii 
X^^P^ drives bit(ijUijUfpair\ on bkbuts 
lie jtqueft? *** #«/, ** J&Y& Imt frqn, mf 
fond. But how,cvi X write evea that one 
line, without d&wwg.Wjaie new j*pcoaches* 
pr exgojing m$kWXQD£W fblicitatione ? I 
wppld AQt wtffc tQ $*$ fciro kef 9, 1 would 
JWtWiih fo afilt$ hiti^Hbw: afls&ing are 
4»s laft JAtters ! wtetfigba, what *ea*$ have 
<ffyey CRft me U— Therp are moments in 
3W&4ch:tb*fc I^hps Sow fpontanewfly ; when I 
JHP*i<»fel j# fettling them j rtften the paffi- 
jftftate fotfinmtfs :0f JViowf. de Gtrmenit 
*ha»i att the torments *of my &ui j when 
I fttfrsiw it sxpand itfelf to I lqpow not 
what iajUwt aflc&ing plea&re r its fcoehtog 
topneffign *otnove$f»r a *rao the remem- 
Juanee-ofohg caufes of our {Separation*. 0h f 
my dear, birth and riches are great, are real 
advantages ! If I pofefled them, how eafy 
j* wouW be fa me to write to fcftrotf de 
.(imneuilf 

I have 



to l,^avelhU agomeftt received a note frame. 
Pauline; it gives me extreme uneafimefiu 
She informs me that MonC de GermeuH • 
ipuu; he by. $his. .time..**,* #ryln<f* hho<ft£, 
about eight or tea : k^u^fairr*Maizfti*&j 
her mentions nothing, of it j jvhy v t^fo &*&£ 
tcrioufnefs ? Can it be his i#t? itfjon tq cp%& „ 
here ? Would. Jje e*pofe me tg a fufppff , and t§fc 
the confufi^ ,»dpcl| $t j^g^.p^ J^s^ a^ 
the fecrecjr t hffe rf$%^ #1 ^ isgafd Jo, 
our conjjejcioiis* puft t^w;.n>e Woi^Q^ 
never could liis arrival in tt^^ighiourhood . 
of Malzais more alarm me 1 It is whifperqd 
about, arriongft the people of fafhion here 
that ( Lord l/indfejr . is goipg to marry the 
ward of MonC de,Moagla$. .. By giving, me 
thajt n^mey f the Mar^iws .has raifed./uch an 
opinion of my fartu»e> as ta atttpd the rio- '. 
tice of a lady, who wants to marry her Ton., % 
On. the firft -overture, of her propofal, Ma* 
dam de^longl i as^ ) being unwilling to enter . 
ln£&$|J{ j^icul^ toldhjW I was engaged* 
and ffljfr fjjtisfied,, with my guardians choice, 7 
Dou^^le^p |his I/jrdfbip's affidukies muft \ 
haye JO jifa^ened the fufpicio^s of that lady* \ 
vA *ft fa l * :fo».4.of.ffeming # to km>(w ^ 
%ou I % M all 



all that paffes round her cftafet *fte muft 
have given her conjddufts asreaj i&tfcrtf 
fad. •• ; >u .. •)■,- •. 

Good God, W this tumour ftouM fettuPw 
the eat* of Mortde G^meailf- if i Hehtia-' 
ginethbeit ibr a inbmert.«LuOh f ifcoulc* 
^jicirer bean to #afe a jealous felhotioft rft h*V 
Ifcart. What! ,ideli**r him &Ver id the 
dreadfa§tofmems>i felt? What tears, v what 
gioan^ mull ft coft fcim ! His bofbm would 
{* rait liy thpfe #fthted ftings, which the 
idea tfJhis marriage with Mademoiselle de 
Sauvc^Thheon^ontarprktt ybu, my 
dear^you haveoftea reproached me with'dii* 
<tf^rij(:4jtf faeries -I but lie well Sffiifed 
that wfaK4'4tae?4^^ fi^m 

you, It was becauiVI kridw tHfem not In 
thfe fpaceof one nijght only, my cruel pings 
taught me to diftinguifh from frietaMhip, thofe 
tumultuous agitatioris to which its milder 
affe&ion is a Aran get : I difcovered at the bot- 
tom of my foul, that dangerous," dial viofcht 
pafiion, whofe force and effe&s you have fo 
often defcribed to me. While I reproach 
myfelf with my own weakhefs, why ftould 
I diflcmbte it to you. Far; far from me be * 

■'■-■A, 



all affe&atiorvtill voluntary refer?*?. >Mbnf! 
J^G«rtiieuik is,<ka^itcnie ; irfov*yi;| *rftl 
love him all my life : I dare tell it my tt»* 
fulgent friend, and perhaps, one day, I may 
dare ftill mere. - -SKtoniithi'fafo&l antfJh* 
diflbluble bands^of : freHgiba^fbali free am 
froiqtke fcn of £v<£ yielding tokteprfeyfiij 
©fJMLonf.^^ .Grapttiil^jJAiH! wlHridvyfH^r 
I will tell h^n r lb4n ? it is^ot ^W^r^r?^ 
an infiexi\U girfr/whorm Jaanlo**y fatibhatfc 
unfortunate ^ne^i \Viwfi ft^GMfiund fender, 
heart /yropathiz^J in aftjyokvifc^inicnt^ 
your wiihes, :afcd* youegdbfires haOo nol: 
pity her, becaufe fi*e< l&aefc>lh$ ^orld^vb^l 
caufe ihe rer^urraaair the goctfo df .fortune* • 
and every pleafure^of life y *ufc {Sty her b*» 
caufefhe CQuld pg^mik^yo^ha^ppy f .. 

, ; - 4 ^: ^ v-t :\" - *- 7 S^ ^- - -•' -? -•" 

. >poi«px I-hnV; ,sjr» ... 



MA^sy^e ]^gla? : §as : jiift : made : gio 
*KYS3 ^^fti^g requeft,.- J[ ca,n 
k a r- d ]7.:r«pov€r 4 ,t^e 'uiifafiqcis ij: -gfce* 4ne, 

leave to iijfor^J^d^wi^rey fl^ffll^^9^ 

war. ,alon<? engages' ^ *^ fa j» ecqupipfyd 

thpro^hy inarmed, ftg.^iftuHW»** 
h ? ini the Jit (1c; pacjeet of ^adamd p yV^tfriY5, 
and even the ex craft of^ , thj^ J^i^r^* tfl ^lx. 

^WiB ^W^1iWiU6rt^W|aj^trf JUftn^iMti' 

tfrtf^defire*? >* TV^t t#fK iAfriW''- lit 
wflKty W^iii^it; tvwjrtiady to* fetfcfy 
the Marquis* Ehamfcnt anfcxpusfe te*P£r& < 
be Con?ey*~ntykeyxtb Pauline} unthfafrfcrtter 
t&cauy Aofe-papei»t9.tbeifotd4eJMongla^ 
ftDd^iftUwrt}*mjfej>itf *.-f - uc< m'.zi 
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ButwhyfliouldACaaf. de Monglas defire 
to enMt to bis friend the fed particulars- 
which regard meK Why expofe to his vie* 
misfortunes foreigu tq bim, and an adven*- 
ture ratfier horrible. than intferefting? Why 
unveilmy condition, and my diftfefs, to rent- 
ier me the objeft of his comparison, and con- 
vert tfitopityhiiefteem and regard?— What. 
empty prideilill troubles my affli&ed heart J: 
How can I be affe&ed by the confequencesf 
of this confidence ?. I raigbt hlufli at being, 
poor and unknown, wbeti being informed 
6f Madam d'Auterive^ intentions with re-r- 
gard to myfetf, %HA her. amiable nephew,, 
I looked on my fate as an unfurmountablc 
barrier between Monf. de Qermeiiiland my*- 
felf. ObY but for him i but for his love ^ left, 
fcnfible to misfortuncVniote re^fonabk, more 
fubmifivc to the decrees df< providence, t 
ihould haye bora, witb<*t murmu^Mj, ^ndi 
perhaps without grief, tl^hu|s*lq,ccm4iM*<, 
on to which I wp reduced]: but-hffW co«4d, 
tavoid lamenting it, fince it placedimeat fa&t 
a diiUnce jfroqi himj .fimcc it forced cne tfe 
conceal frpm him all the ieiuimefiis of u 
t^Tfrrrrd f& interrupted.**?-*-*! t is a letter 
ffoiA you* — You lurprife mr* my de*r Hor^ 
^nfia^jou give me the moft exquifite un- 
M 3 cafinefs*. 



eafinefs. Monf. cTArclai, you' tell me* fa 
juft fet off for the Chateau de JStelville • his 
lirft letter will let yofi know the fuccejs of 
his negotiation^ arid" you expe&,, without 
fV &?& impatience,, .fo l^pojtant a piecis 
of newV ? ' *ou£ dear eft hope is iianijbedj 
and youf ideas 1 of % happinefs are at^frefent 
Confined within itoo^ narrow a tompafi to Jatis/j 

your heart. . , •' 

% • . > • , ■ - . * ♦ " ' *'. * . . » 

' O fl * &o5<T God i fay deaf Friend, whence 
anfes this indifference ; fo hidden, lo ftrange^ 
Td little natural ? on an occafion which is to 
decide intereftsoFiuch high concern ? I dare 
hot Form conjectures ' pn ^tiange wherein 
I 'diFcover neither your' ufual ^ chfirafter opr 
ibntimerifs, '* After fo long a/filence* why 
does ftiy dear mend write to me with a 
^rehteditate-df f d^fi^r'^'to he un^erftpod? 
The Wteritfr ; I • Tea*'&a¥ fho*t, J , ahff pecviih 
Tetter, the left arri I aWcW conceive.— Irf 
the name 6F that Fincef e and tender Friendship 
/fchich alwayi United our hearts jah3* mj^fjs, 
Vrhlch is hecoffie the only cbriTolittion of mjr' 
Mfej explain to me the cfculfe "oV tSK3 J f^*^K 



r 
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ihgj it 'aiSi<5s me more than 1 can WV 
«bly enreft.'' >r ' ' ' " J ° 



<V ; } 



V £ T T E R XXXI3C 

TH£' fight of your letter ga*e me the 
greatclt emotion > I hoped* J feafed* 
'my hand trembled while I troke it open; 
the mod real pleafure foon difpelled my an* 
xiety* But how furprifing to fee you pa& with 
fo much rapidity, over * fubjeft fo afte&ing 
to you, and fo flattering tQ your friend, Thi> 
fmguiarity ftruck me. What ! faid I, my 
dear Hortenfia dares not acquaint me with 
her felicity ? In two month's time an happy 
marriage eflablijhes her fortune : Her wiihes 
are accomplifhed ; (he writes mt {o\ Jhejs 
eager to acquaint me with |V, and that in the 
compafs of three lines ; (he informs me of 
her happinefs,'as if it were an event wherein 
I took little or no concern. 1 read thefe 
fkflli;i«^raany times over; aftoniihed, fpeech. 
lefs, athouf^d^QnfuTed ide^^pppedme; I 
^oujjl npV.g? ??• ^Xf* 18 ^ fnptianj, what 
tyW^ tbe fc fc 1 ^* ^*at »fedftfft did the 
fwywl ocpa/i^Q^j. >* ,/ :...:%: .,...♦. : 

'% ft,1&en^ J wholliftttj-b. youx jcj£? who 
throw a cloud over the pniling profpeci on which 

» you 
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you began to fix your view* .Oh, my conv- 
panion ! my lifter ! tell me not ; no, never, 
that my retirement would embitter your whole 
lift. Need I recall to your memory all the 
motives which render h neceflary, and efcen 
indsfpenfable I How can you term this choice 
a fad' facrifiii rf And whar, prayi, is the 
fecrifice I offer up I s What can I pretend' to in 
this wide univerfe ? What bleffing has futu- 
rjty in ftore for me i Ftpm my birth, doomed: 
to a life of dependance and humiliation, the 
doifttr offers me,, at leaft^the appearance of* 
equality: jny ^ es wiir not be hurt there 
with fliocking, (companions i ho titles, no> 
diftihfiions in thV tnqnaftic life* which ex- 
tirig&ifh'es ambition*, annihilates hope,deftroys , 
the love of ourfelves, and; doubtlefs, the re- 
lifh f for thofe Connexions fo, painfi|l to keep 
up, and Bdi^ulttd' break. f 

; ^ou i^ me whether 1 think prWjbnC ,de 
Germeuil [V-if&* mortal patgi vAtb wfricbtfy^ 
cf^ei(fi^\^U^mce hn'bemti Wfcat>q*ef T 
tibh y flc^eiifia J i Oji? I do certainly thtnlc 
of him "; Monf. de GermeuiJ is very cfear to 
me: the dart wWtcti fie+ces jus beart* will. 
break mjf- bwi : ; #uv can Jt avoid caufing 

1 •* hioi. 

i 



htm^vtoknt aHK&ioii* or icft^tttiotinc&f- 
In the prcifenfcrfctuafciabj ftj&ineafare wfctek 
4* attended with toa &^&*&1tc&8&q6en<tes> 
to Wm v appears* to me the* moft elfgiblS. H* 

Wift'^tfb IMW'i; I fear it wiHV '^titn* 
will mitigate his forrow*: the veil? "Kktf VleAhi 
buries usin oblivioft :";' the rem^nbrahce of 
meitill. be erafed* from His thoughts \ he wilt 
recot^f that peace of mind whicfi I have too 
iotfg (RpnvecT him 61 £ and* perhaps myfelfy. 
prbftfite before the altar, where my prayers 
{halt he offered up for him, may fed tjie re«* 
tatta of tpy w^ted tttfefe by the confeiouf r . 
^fe^jhavi^ ^e<f tv^y ©cfJbod 4f pro* 
cliring Us fattftiqeft* ? : V~;::o' :,r"\ . *- '.. '- ' * 

Wh^you*^^ 
thy fitiiation in theW<ild wouH be if I toa- 
fented to live with you* or at leaft U divide 
mffilf^tiiivim Madam dt Msnglas mid $m ! L 
might repdit M yiuV"oWj& queftiaq, mjr d^ary 
arfd^B/kj whether y^u^tMnk oE. MoiiH de 
Germeuil ? iM Vpu do jmt^know thejnexprcf? 
Gble tormeat of rej^&sng^ incefTantly, th<v 
ftVifrcrt" Of *a Mwn&A we would hi 
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glad tog ratify ; of forming a continual opppfc- 
tion to. his defires ; of refolving to appear. 
fruel> inflexible^ ungrateful! o( fuffering him. to 
jippute to *hftinacy r co/dnefs and indifference* 
every fapifice £o difficultly, made to bis in* 
terefl, ^yanc^nentaxid.gl^ryu erf faying to 
one*A,felf, he whom l<Jqvc is >not happjF* 
vihjlf jf. i^ me. whotRihe. actiifts of .all* th*- 
tojtpcftt*, of >his heafcfc . iieHete ime;<Hor+ 
tcnfia,„jt &4 ihtto ^v5oi©rf?cev it aj®r^s k ' 
and ov^rpowe^.-us * * tcatfec feitf. can&pt 
i>earit« 

(o no^e a^^aj^^^.J, fcall wait, .taxtfdcfo 

frcp^er,;^ * m rhtq ot-mjyM ;j*Ua. 01:01 

wi fSilWvf p»«^ r ^^ io\rei!^py fatt&W 
whef^^ii^.jl^odieAi ^lg«te.db«ift6n^^ 
yo^r.ai^ttft&id^«d*drf i^irtibceUitg^i**^ > ! 

w .'• chionefg* 



( 45* ) 
chioaeft, I fhourld have had one attachment 
left to thfe world. How can I cesftr to love 
Madam de Monghs ? or think; 'with*urfor<-' 
few, of feeing * her , no more ? How can I> 
help fearuig to exdte her furrow, and to in- 
terrupt for a fingle moment the fweet com. 
pofure of her foul, and the real happinef** 
(he enjoys ? J h»vc a th©uf*nd> times wiflied 
ib* nevf* had 4K>aou#»d me with • fo tended 
art affc&ion. — Ab* ! my distVit is my lot ' 
to appear ungrateful to all ytari** tips 

Pardon that conftant type/kit* to your a£* 
via which you contain of. An Vnfortu- 
natt Chain of circuihlbnce^ Would never per- 
mit me to follow your cbiwiftf: r did not dare 
totruft your tender partiality: that >eafon 
which fou term 4tuftifi t nm all Tcou& rely 
on to guide me in the difficult foatf 4here Mf ' 
Hale of dereliaios and poverty haVt ofc%e<r 
me to walk: My care to preferve m^ovWi '* 
efteem, has determined allmyfieps; and 
even to the hft moment of Aiy fife 1 Khali 
ap pla ud myfclf for iittvfcr paving Vcrfbfrtd w 
timfiene advantages td the lafting <atli»ati'' v 
tioftof not findings In the <J&^"#W < 
hearty ^snyjuft matl»o|r<^^; ^ 3 S^ -^ 

Farewell, 



farewell, my amiable^ ray <karHorteftfia^ 
<ceafe to occupy yOwr thoughts about a friends 
whom you will make happy* Oh \ I A tat. 
&fir< to be jwgtftenby you\ bit I deire never 
to exekfe any melancholy refie&ons. in your 
ttiind, and never to difturb the pleafure* 
whtch love and fortune are preparing for j?ou* 
May you experience evefy delight of a weft- 
ordered union $ and, to efface from my heart 
the uneafinefs which your letter gives me ; tell 
me, repeat to ifce $ I*nh>cof#etiHd\> tnmbsfpyf; 
"nothing is wanting to complete my felicity. 
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ERRATA, 
v o L. I. 

Page 47, line 8. for maid, read maids 

95. 24. dele me 
105. 5, for fliall, read will . 

105. 7. /«r fliall, read (or" 

1 x 1. 16. /or will be, rroi is 

115. 17. /or it apt, r/*i are apt 
2301 1. for Ten, r**rf Two 

231. 4. /br lover, rcadlosz 



ERRATA. 

VOL. II. 

Page 5. fine 5. /orthefe, >Wthofe 

5. 12. jfcr unfortunate, r«*f unhippy 

7 1* *5« for gnorant, read ignorant 

76. laft line dele to 

87. 4. /win, read with 

113. 1 2. /or reverend, *W revered 

191. 24. <&£and 

*3°« 4* /"* ty o wn i w<f by my own 
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